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MORTALITY, F E R T I L I T Y AND FAMILY PLANNING: 
DOMINICA AND S T . L U C I A . 
1 . 1 INTRODUCTION 
T h i s p a p e r e x a m i n e s m o r t a l i t y , f e r t i l i t y and f a m i l y p l a n n i n g i n t h e two 
C a r i b b e a n s o c i e t i e s o f D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a . These t h r e e d e m o g r a p h i c a s p e c t s w i l l 
be p r e s e n t e d , w h e r e p o s s i b l e , i n a c o m p a r a t i v e f r a m e w o r k , and w i t h a h i s t o r i c a l 
p e r s p e c t i v e c o v e r i n g t h e p e r i o d 1 9 5 0 t o t h e e a r l y 1 9 8 0 ' s . Where p o s s i b l e , t h e 
s o c i o - e c o n o m i c c o r r e l a t e s o f t h e s e t h r e e d e m o g r a p h i c v a r i a b l e s w i l l be d e v e l o p e d . 
M i c r o and m a c r o d a t a f r o m a v a r i e t y o f s o u r c e s a r e u s e d i n o r d e r t o p r e s e n t a s 
c o m p l e t e a p i c t u r e a s p o s s i b l e . The a i m i s t o f i n d o u t a s much as p o s s i b l e a b o u t 
t h e demography o f t h e s e l i t t l e - s t u d i e d Windward i s l a n d s , t o s e e w h a t c a n b e done 
w i t h t h e e x i s t i n g d a t a , and t o b r i n g t o g e t h e r d a t a f o r an u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f t h e 
d e m o g r a p h i c p r o c e s s w i t h a v i e w o f i n c l u d i n g d e m o g r a p h i c c o n s i d e r a t i o n s i n t h e 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f , and p l a n n i n g f o r , s o c i o e c o n o m i c d e v e l o p m e n t . 
The s t u d y o f m o r t a l i t y and f e r t i l i t y a l o n g w i t h f a m i l y p l a n n i n g t o t h e 
e x c l u s i o n o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l m i g r a t i o n m i g h t seem odd t o t h e r e a d e r . M i g r a t i o n i s t h e 
s u b j e c t o f i n c r e a s i n g i n t e r e s t i n t h e s e C a r i b b e a n s o c i e t i e s . However t h e a v a i l a b l e 
d a t a do n o t a l l o w us t o g a i n an u n d e r s t a n d i n g o r e v e n a good d e s c r i p t i o n o f t h e 
d y n a m i c s o f t h i s v e r y i m p o r t a n t d e m o g r a p h i c v a r i a b l e . E v e n t h e number o f m i g r a n t s 
i s n o t v a l i d l y o r r e l i a b l y r e p o r t e d . The d i s p a r i t i e s b e t w e e n c e n s u s c o u n t s a n d 
i n t e r c e n s a l p o p u l a t i o n e s t i m a t e s a r e g e n e r a l l y b l a m e d on t h e poor m i g r a t i o n f i g u r e s 
u s e d i n t h e e s t i m a t e s . M i g r a t i o n i s a s p e c i a l p r o b l e m r e q u i r i n g s p e c i a l s t u d i e s and 
a s such i s b e y o n d t h e scope o f t h i s p a p e r . M o r e o v e r , i t was e x c l u d e d by CELADE when 
t h e a s s i g n m e n t o f t h i s t a s k was made. 
We t h e r e f o r e c o n c e n t r a t e o u r e f f o r t s on t h e o t h e r t w o d e t e r m i n a n t s o f t h e r a t e 
o f g r o w t h , s i z e , and c o m p o s i t i o n o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n . E s p e c i a l l y i n t h e c a s e o f 
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f e r t i l i t y , w h e r e v e r p o s s i b l e , we w i l l s t u d y i t w i t h a v i e w t o i d e n t i f y i n g i t s 
c o r r e l a t e s . F a m i l y P l a n n i n g i s s e e n as a r e s p o n s e t o t h e ou tcome o f t h e s e two 
d e m o g r a p h i c f a c t o r s and an i n s t r u m e n t o f g o v e r n m e n t p o l i c i e s d i r e c t e d a t s o c i o -
e c o n o m i c d e v e l o p m e n t . 
F e r t i l i t y i n t h e s e d e v e l o p i n g c o u n t r i e s i s one o f t h e p r i m a r y d e t e r m i n a n t s o f 
t h e c h a n g i n g r a t e o f g r o w t h , s i z e and c o m p o s i t i o n o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n . F e r t i l i t y i s 
on t h e d e c l i n e b u t i s s t i l l r e l a t i v e l y h i g h . I t c a n be r e s p o n s i v e t o i n t e r v e n t i o n s 
a i m e d a t e i t h e r d e c r e a s i n g o r i n c r e a s i n g i t . I t i s r e l a t e d t o a g e n e r a l l y known s e t 
o f s o c i o - e c o n o m i c v a r i a b l e s a c t i n g t h r o u g h a s e t o f e l e v e n i n t e r m e d i a t e v a r i a b l e s . 
An u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f t h e i n t e r - r e l a t i o n s h i p s b e t w e e n f e r t i l i t y and t h e s e v a r i a b l e s i s 
f u n d a m e n t a l i f c o n t r o l o f f e r t i l i t y i s s e e n as a p o s s i b l e p o l i c y o p t i o n . T h i s p a p e r 
r e p o r t s on wha t i s c u r r e n t l y p o s s i b l e i n an e x a m i n a t i o n o f f e r t i l i t y w i t h i n t h e 
a b o v e c o n t e x t and f o r D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a . The u n d e r t a k i n g i s s e v e r e l y l i m i t e d 
by t h e a v a i l a b l e d a t a , t h e l a c k o f c o m p u t i n g f a c i l i t i e s , and t i m e c o n s t r a i n t s . 
F a m i l y P l a n n i n g a c t i v i t i e s and t h e use o f c o n t r a c e p t i v e s a r e b e c o m i n g w i d e -
s p r e a d i n t h e C a r i b b e a n s o c i e t i e s . G o v e r n m e n t s and t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
r e c o g n i z e t h a t t o o r a p i d a r a t e o f p o p u l a t i o n g r o w t h c o u l d j e o p a r d i z e e f f o r t s a i m e d 
a t i m p r o v e m e n t i n t h e q u a l i t y o f l i f e . Of t h e t h r e e c o m p o n e n t s o f p o p u l a t i o n 
g r o w t h , t h e most a m e n a b l e t o t h e a c t i o n o f t h e s e g o v e r n m e n t s i n t h e p r e s e n t s i t u a -
t i o n i s f e r t i l i t y and a d i r e c t way o f i n f l u e n c i n g i t i s by i n c r e a s i n g t h e u s e o f 
c o n t r a c e p t i v e s . C o n t r a c e p t i v e u s e c a n be p r o m o t e d t h r o u g h f a m i l y p l a n n i n g 
p r o g r a m m e s . I n t h i s p a p e r we l o o k a t t h e u s e o f c o n t r a c e p t i v e s a t t h e m i c r o l e v e l , 
u s i n g s u r v e y d a t a on s a m p l e s o f women i n t h e c h i l d b e a r i n g a g e s . Our a n a l y s i s i s 
s e v e r e l y r e s t r i c t e d by t h e a v a i l a b l e d a t a . 
M o r t a l i t y , a s e c o n d component o f p o p u l a t i o n g r o w t h , i s s t u d i e d h e r e i n t w o 
p a r t s , g e n e r a l m o r t a l i t y and i n f a n t m o r t a l i t y . R a t e s a r e p r e s e n t e d a t t h e macro 
l e v e l o n l y , and t h e d a t a do n o t a l l o w us t o e x a m i n e t h e s o c i o - e c o n o m i c c o r r e l a t e s o f 
e i t h e r t y p e o f m o r t a l i t y . D e c l i n i n g i n f a n t m o r t a l i t y r e s u l t i n g i n l a r g e r f a m i l i e s 
( a s s u m i n g no c o n t r a c e p t i o n ) i s g e n e r a l l y b e l i e v e d t o b e a m o t i v a t i n g f o r c e i n t h e 
a d o p t i o n and u s e o f c o n t r a c e p t i v e s and t h e r e f o r e an i n d i r e c t f a c t o r i n s u b s e q u e n t 
f e r t i l i t y d e c l i n e s . I n f a n t and g e n e r a l m o r t a l i t y d e c l i n e s a r e e x p e c t e d t o p r e c e d e 
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f e r t i l i t y d e c l i n e , g i v i n g r i s e t o r a p i d p o p u l a t i o n g r o w t h w i t h m a n i f e s t a t i o n s a t 
b o t h t h e f a m i l y l e v e l and t h e s o c i e t a l l e v e l . T h i s phenomenon e l i c i t s i n d i v i d u a l 
and s o c i e t a l r e s p o n s e s i n t h e f o r m o f f a m i l y p l a n n i n g u s e and programmes d i r e c t e d a t 
f a c i l i t a t i n g t h a t u s e . 
I n D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a , m o r t a l i t y , f e r t i l i t y , and f a m i l y p l a n n i n g a c t i v i t i e s 
h a v e b e e n u n d e r g o i n g c h a n g e . M o r t a l i t y has d e c l i n e d and i s now a t r e l a t i v e l y l o w 
l e v e l s . I n f a n t m o r t a l i t y h a s b e e n d e c l i n i n g and i s l i k e l y t o c o n t i n u e i t s downward 
t r e n d a t a d e c r e a s i n g p a c e e x c e p t i n D o m i n i c a w h e r e i f t h e f i g u r e s a r e a n y w h e r e n e a r 
t h e t r u t h i t i s a l r e a d y v e r y l o w . I n f a n t m o r t a l i t y d e c l i n e s a r e m a n i f e s t e d i n t h e 
i n c r e a s i n g l i f e e x p e c t a n c y a t b i r t h w h i c h has been on t h e i n c r e a s e . M o r t a l i t y 
c h a n g e s i n t h e n e a r f u t u r e w i l l be s m a l l and w i l l h a v e l i t t l e e f f e c t on t h e s i z e , 
r a t e o f g r o w t h , and c o m p o s i t i o n o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n . H o w e v e r , g o v e r n m e n t s w i l l 
c o n t i n u e t h e i r e f f o r t s t o i m p r o v e t h e h e a l t h o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n and w i l l c o n t i n u e t o 
p u r s u e p o l i c i e s w h i c h w i l l d i r e c t l y o r i n d i r e c t l y i n f l u e n c e m o r t a l i t y l e v e l s . 
G o v e r n m e n t p o l i c i e s i n D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a h a v e b o t h d i r e c t l y and i n d i r e c t l y 
l e d t o s i g n i f i c a n t d e c l i n e s i n f e r t i l i t y i n r e c e n t y e a r s . D i r e c t s u p p o r t , i n o n e 
way o r a n o t h e r , f o r r e s p o n s i b l e p a r e n t h o o d h a s t h r o u g h i n c r e a s i n g c o n t r a c e p t i v e u s e 
made an i m p a c t on f e r t i l i t y . S o c i o - e c o n o m i c d e v e l o p m e n t p r o j e c t s m a n i f e s t i n g t h e m -
s e l v e s i n i m p r o v e m e n t s i n t h e q u a l i t y o f l i f e h a v e i n d i r e c t l y c o n t r i b u t e d t o t h e 
r e d u c t i o n s i n f e r t i l i t y . The d i r e c t i m p a c t i s s t u d i e d t h r o u g h f a m i l y p l a n n i n g a s a 
f a c t o r i n f e r t i l i t y d e c l i n e s and t h e i n d i r e c t t h r o u q h t h e s o c i o - e c o n o m i c c o r r e l a t e s 
o f f e r t i l i t y . I n t h i s p a p e r we u s e t h o s e s o c i o - d e m o g r a p h i c f a c t o r s a v a i l a b l e t o u s , 
n a m e l y e d u c a t i o n , u n i o n s t a t u s , m a i n economic a c t i v i t y and r a c e . 
F e r t i l i t y , i n s p i t e o f s i g n i f i c a n t d e c l i n e s , i s s t i l l h i g h e r t h a n i s g e n e r a l l y 
a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h e t h i r d s t a g e o f t h e d e m o g r a p h i c t r a n s i t i o n , and s u b s t a n t i a l l y 
a b o v e r e p l a c e m e n t l e v e l o r t h o s e l e v e l s c u r r e n t l y e x i s t i n g i n t h e d e v e l o p e d 
s o c i e t i e s . 
P u b l i c c o n c e r n w i t h h i q h f e r t i l i t y and i t s i m p l i c a t i o n s f o r f a m i l y s i z e a n d 
s o c i e t a l p o p u l a t i o n p a r a m e t e r s h a v e l e d t o proqrammes o f v o l u n t a r y o r g a n i z a t i o n s and 
g o v e r n m e n t s a imed a t m o t i v a t i n g resDonsible p a r e n t h o o d . I n c r e a s i n q c o n t r a c e p t i v e 
use i s seen as an e f f e c t i v e means o f a c h i e v i n g s m a l l e r f a m i l i e s and r e d u c e d s o c i e t a l 
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f e r t i l i t y l e v e l s . T h e r e a r e d i f f e r e n t i a l r a t e s o f r e s p o n s e t o t h e a d o p t i o n a n d u s e 
o f c o n t r a c e p t i o n among s u b q r o u p s w i t h i n t h e p o p u l a t i o n . C o n t r a c e p t i v e u s e and 
k n o w l e d g e a r e e x a m i n e d w i t h r e s p e c t t o a few o f t h e p o s s i b l e s u b g r o u p s . The c h o i c e 
i s d i c t a t e d by t h e a v a i l a b i l i t y o f d a t a . 
M i g r a t i o n i s n o t c o n s i d e r e d f o r reasons r e l a t e d t o c o n c e r n s o t h e r t h a n i t s 
i m p o r t a n c e i n p a s t , p r e s e n t and f u t u r e p o p u l a t i o n c h a n g e s . I n t h e p a s t i t was a 
v e r y i m p o r t a n t d e m o g r a p h i c c o m p o n e n t . A t p r e s e n t i t i s s t i l l i m p o r t a n t b u t p e r h a p s 
a l i t t l e l e s s s o . I n t h e f u t u r e i t s i m p o r t a n c e w i l l d e p e n d on f a c t o r s e x t e r n a l t o 
t h o s e two s o c i e t i e s a s w e l l as on i n t e r n a l f a c t o r s . E v e n t h e c l o s i n g o f d o o r s t o 
p o t e n t i a l d e s t i n a t i o n s i s n o t e n o u g h t o c o m p l e t e l y i n h i b i t e m i g r a t i o n i f t h e p u s h a t 
t h e o r i g i n i s s u f f i c i e n t l y s t r o n g . S t r o n q p o l i t i c a l a n d e c o n o m i c Dush f a c t o r s h a v e 
b e e n shown t o r e s u l t i n e m i q r a t i o n o f d e s p e r a t i o n ( b o a t p e o p l e o f s o u t h e a s t A s i a and 
H a i t i ) . 
D o m i n i c a a n d S t . L u c i a a r e c h o s e n b e c a u s e t h e y a r e b o t h members o f t h e W i n d w a r d 
I s l a n d s g r o u p o f c o u n t r i e s . T h e y a r e d i s s i m i l a r i n p o p u l a t i o n s i z e and l a n d a r e a . 
T h e y a r e d i s s i m i l a r on a number o f d e m o g r a p h i c d i m e n s i o n s , b u t t h e y a r e somewhat 
a l i k e i n t e r m s o f g e o g r a p h y , p o l i t i c s , a n d e c o n o m y . S o c i o - c u l t u r a l l y t h e r e a r e some 
d i f f e r e n c e s and some s i m i l a r i t i e s b e t w e e n t h e m . T h e r e a r e f e w e r g a p s i n t h e d a t a on 
S t . L u c i a t h a n t h o s e f o r D o m i n i c a . H o p e f u l l y t h e s e d a t a d e f i c i e n c i e s h a v e n o t 
u n d u l y r e s t r i c t e d o u r c o m p a r i s o n s and f o r c e d u s i n t o t o o s e l e c t i v e a D r e s e n t a t i o n . 
I t i s h o p e d a l s o t h a t t h e d i f f e r e n c e s a n d s i m i l a r i t i e s w i l l s e r v e t o p r e s e n t a n 
i n t e r e s t i n g s t u d y and o n e t h a t i s D o s s i b l e f o r t h e o t h e r C a r i b b e a n c o u n t r i e s , on 
w h i c h so f e w d e m o g r a p h i c s t u d i e s h a v e b e e n d o n e a n d so l i t t l e i s k n o w n . 
1 . 2 DATA AND MEASURES 
T h e d a t a on w h i c h t h e p a p e r i s b a s e d h a v e b e e n o b t a i n e d f r o m a v a r i e t y o f 
s o u r c e s . Some o f t h e d a t a come f r o m v i t a l s t a t i s t i c s p u b l i s h e d i n t h e s t a t i s t i c a l 
a b s t r a c t s o f t h e t w o g o v e r n m e n t s . Some a r e d e r i v e d f r o m o t h e r g o v e r n m e n t p u b l i c a -
t i o n s . T h e 1 9 6 0 , 1 9 7 0 a n d 1 9 8 0 / 1 p o p u l a t i o n c e n s u s e s p r o v i d e a v e r y s i q n i f l e a n t 
a m o u n t o f t h e d a t a on f e r t i l i t y . S e c o n d a r y s o u r c e s s u p p l e m e n t t h e s e q o v e r n m e n t 
s t a t i s t i c s . Among t h e s e s e c o n d a r y s o u r c e s a r e t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s p u b l i c a t i o n s a n d a 
C o n t r a c e p t i v e P r e v a l e n c e S u r v e y f o r e a c h o f t h e t w o i s l a n d s . 
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The v i t a l r e g i s t r a t i o n o f b i r t h s and d e a t h s i s g e n e r a l l y b e l i e v e d t o be n e a r 
c o m p l e t e and o f h i q h q u a l i t y i n t h e s e two E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g C a r i b b e a n c o u n t r i e s . 
H o w e v e r , t h i s s h o u l d n o t qo u n q u e s t i o n e d . Perhaps i t i s t i m e t h a t an e v a l u a t i o n o f 
t h e r e l i a b i l i t y and v a l i d i t y o f t h e s e d a t a s o u r c e s be u n d e r t a k e n . The i n t e r c e n s a l 
e s t i m a t e s b a s e d on v i t a l s t a t i s t i c s ( b i r t h s , d e a t h s ) and n e t m i g r a t i o n e s t i m a t e s , 
and t h e 1 9 7 0 c e n s u s f i q u r e s , when compared t o t h e 1980 census p o p u l a t i o n f i g u r e s f o r 
S t . L u c i a show an o v e r - e s t i m a t e o f k . k p e r c e n t f o r 1 9 8 0 ; i n t h e case o f D o m i n i c a i t 
i s 1 0 . 8 p e r c e n t f o r t h e census y e a r 1 9 8 1 . The S t . L u c i a o v e r e s t i m a t e i s a c c e p t a b l e 
bu t t h e D o m i n i c a n one i s q u i t e l a r q e . How r e a s o n a b l e i s i t t o blame t h e s e 
o v e r e s t i m a t e s a l m o s t e x c l u s i v e l y on f a u l t y n e t m i q r a t i o n f i q u r e s ? A l l p o s s i b l e 
c o n t r i b u t i n g s o u r c e s t o t h e d i s c r e p a n c i e s , i n c l u d i n g t h e Censuses , s h o u l d be 
r i q o r o u s l y e v a l u a t e d . H o w e v e r , u n t i l t h i s i s done i t i s more d e f e n s i b l e t o Dlace 
g r e a t e r c o n f i d e n c e i n t h e Census f i q u r e s than on t h e e s t i m a t e s . T h i s means t h a t t h e 
r e l i a b i l i t y and v a l i d i t y o f t h e m o r t a l i t y , f e r t i l i t y and m i g r a t i o n s t a t i s t i c s a r e t o 
some e x t e n t b e i n g q u e s t i o n e d . 
W o r l d F e r t i l i t y S u r v e y d a t a on D a m a i c a , Guyana, and T r i n i d a d and Tobago have 
a l s o l e d t o a q u e s t i o n i n g of t h e c o m p l e t e n e s s of t h e r e g i s t r a t i o n sys tems of t h e s e 
E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g C a r i b b e a n n a t i o n s , e s p e c i a l l y w i t h r e s p e c t t o f e r t i l i t y and i n f a n t 
m o r t a l i t y . The D o m i n i c a n and S t . L u c i a n s i t u a t i o n s a r e n o t i s o l a t e d c a s e s but a r e 
i n f a c t s i m i l a r t o t h e c o u n t r i e s o f t h e r e g i o n . 
The d a t a p r e s e n t e d a r e r e s t r i c t e d t o t h o s e f i g u r e s which were more or l e s s 
a v a i l a b l e ' f o r b o t h D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a . The d a t a on S t . L u c i a a r e more e x t e n s i v e 
t h a n t h o s e on D o m i n i c a and t h e y a r e a l s o more up t o d a t e f o r t h e f o r m e r compared t o 
t h e l a t t e r . I n many c a s e s s t a t i s t i c s f o r t h e same v a r i a b l e and f o r t h e same t i m e 
p e r i o d w o u l d d i f f e r among t h e s o u r c e s . I n t h e s e i n s t a n c e s t h e c h o i c e was g e n e r a l l y 
i n f a v o u r o f t h e s t a t i s t i c s p u b l i s h e d by t h e government o f t h e c o u n t r y . 
A v a r i e t y of r a t e s and measures i s u s e d . The c h o i c e i s g e n e r a l l y made t a k i n g 
i n t o c o n s i d e r a t i o n c o n v e n t i o n , t y p e o f d a t a , and t h e d i s t r i b u t i o n of t h e v a r i a b l e . 
We have used b i r t h r a t e s , d e a t h r a t e s , f e r t i l i t y and m o r t a l i t y r a t e s , means, and 
p e r c e n t a g e d i s t r i b u t i o n s , among o t h e r s , b e c a u s e of t h e g r e a t e r a v a i l a b i l i t y o f t h e 
d a t a on f e r t i l i t y i t s t r e a t m e n t i s much more e x t e n s i v e and a g r e a t e r number o f 
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m e a s u r e s i s used i n p r e s e n t i n g i t s many c o m p o n e n t s . The 1 9 7 0 and 1 9 8 0 / 1 c e n s u s e s 
p r o v i d e d t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o e x a m i n e f e r t i l i t y more e x t e n s i v e l y t h a n was p o s s i b l e f o r 
m o r t a l i t y . Some a s p e c t s o f c h i l d l e s s n e s s , h i g h p a r i t y f e r t i l i t y and t e e n a g e 
f e r t i l i t y a r e p r e s e n t e d a s p a r t s o f t h e t r e a t m e n t o f f e r t i l i t y . 
1 . 3 DOMINICA AND S T . L U C I A ! THE COUNTRIES 
D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a a r e b o t h E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g i n d e p e n d e n t C a r i b b e a n 
n a t i o n s . They b e l o n g t o t h e W i n d w a r d g r o u p o f C a r i b b e a n i s l a n d s . They a r e b o t h 
members o f t h e B r i t i s h Commonwea l th , t h e O r g a n i z a t i o n o f E a s t e r n C a r i b b e a n S t a t e s , 
C a r i b b e a n D e v e l o p m e n t C o o p e r a t i o n C o m m i t t e e , and t h e C a r i b b e a n Communi ty ( C A R I C O M ) . 
They a r e t r o p i c a l i s l a n d s w i t h l u s h g r e e n v e g e t a t i o n . B a s i c a l l y a g r i c u l t u r a l 
s o c i e t i e s , some e f f o r t s a r e now b e i n g e x e r t e d t o d i v e r s i t y t h e i r e c o n o m i e s . B a n a n a 
i s t h e i r m a i n e x p o r t p r o d u c t . They a l s o e x p o r t c o c o n u t s and v e g e t a b l e s . S t . 
L u c i a ' s economy i s more d i v e r s i f i e d t h a n t h a t o f D o m i n i c a . I t h a s a v e r y s i g n i f i -
c a n t t o u r i s m i n d u s t r y w h i l e D o m i n i c a ' s i s q u i t e s m a l l . The m a n u f a c t u r i n g s e c t o r 
t h o u g h s m a l l i n b o t h c o u n t r i e s i s much l a r g e r i n S t . L u c i a t h a n D o m i n i c a . 
S e r v i c e s and a g r i c u l t u r e a r e t h e m a i n a r e a s o f e m p l o y m e n t f o r t h e p e o p l e . 
U n e m p l o y m e n t r u n s b e t w e e n 15 a n d 3 0 p e r c e n t and t h e r e i s much u n d e r e m p l o y m e n t . T h e 
u n e m p l o y m e n t l e v e l s i n t h e s e c o u n t r i e s w o u l d b e l i k e l y h i g h e r h a d i t n o t b e e n f o r 
t h e e m i g r a t i o n o f l a r g e numbers o f n a t i o n a l s . 
D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a s h a r e w i t h t h e C a r i b b e a n a n d L a t i n A m e r i c a n r e g i o n s t h e 
s e v e r e d e b t p r o b l e m s o f t h e e a r l y 1 9 8 0 ' s . The a n n u a l t r a d e d e f i c i t s a r e r e l a t i v e l y 
v e r y l a r g e . Among t h e C a r i b b e a n n a t i o n s t h e y a r e c l a s s i f i e d a s l e s s d e v e l o p e d 
c o u n t r i e s ( L D C ' s ) . P e r c a p i t a g r o s s n a t i o n a l p r o d u c t ( p e r c a p i t a GNP) i n 1 9 8 2 was 
g i v e n a s $ 7 1 0 ( U . S . ) f o r D o m i n i c a and $ 7 2 0 ( U . S . ) f o r S t . L u c i a ( P o p u l a t i o n 
R e f e r e n c e B u r e a u , 1984- W o r l d P o p u l a t i o n D a t a S h e e t ) . 
D o m i n i c a i s l a r g e r i n l a n d a r e a ( 7 5 0 KM 2 ) t h a n S t . L u c i a ( 6 1 6 K M 2 ) . S t . L u c i a 
w i t h t h e l a r g e r p o p u l a t i o n h a s t h e g r e a t e r d e n s i t y w i t h 1 8 8 p e r s o n s p e r s q u a r e 
k i l o m e t r e i n 1 9 8 0 c o m p a r e d w i t h D o m i n i c a ' s 1 0 0 i n 1 9 8 1 . S t . L u c i a h a s a g r e a t e r 
p r o p o r t i o n o f i t s l a n d a r e a c o n s i d e r e d a s a r a b l e . I t t h e r e f o r e has a l o w e r 
p o p u l a t i o n d e n s i t y p e r k i l o m e t r e s q u a r e o f a r a b l e l a n d : 3 4 2 f o r D o m i n i c a i n 1 9 8 1 
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c o m p a r e d t o S t . L u c i a ' s 297 i n 1 9 8 0 . R o t h i s l a n d s a r e m o u n t a i n o u s b u t D o m i n i c a more 
so t h a n S t . L u c i a . 
S o c i a l l y and c u l t u r a l l y t h e two s o c i e t i e s a r e c o m p a r a b l e and t h e y s h a r e a some-
what s i m i l a r h i s t o r y . O r i g i n a l l y c o l o n i s e d by F r a n c e t h e y became E n q l i s h c o l o n i e s 
g r o w i n g s u g a r c a n e w h i c h e v e n t u a l l y ( p o s t W o r l d War I I ) was r e p l a c e d by b a n a n a s . 
D o m i n i c a has a s m a l l i n d i g e n o u s p o p u l a t i o n o f C a r i b I n d i a n s . S t . L u c i a has a s m a l l 
E a s t I n d i a n p o p u l a t i o n . The m a j o r i t y o f t h e i r p o p u l a t i o n s i s b l a c k , and Roman 
C a t h o l i c i n r e l i g i o n . T h e r e i s a s m a l l w h i t e p o p u l a t i o n . The number o f p e o p l e 
c l a s s i f i e d as r a c i a l l y m i x e d has been d e c l i n i n g a t e a c h census s i n c e 1 9 6 0 a s b l a c k 
c o n s c i o u s n e s s i s awakened and p e o p l e a r e more w i l l i n g t o be c l a s s i f i e d as b l a c k s . 
T h i s common h i s t o r y l e d t o s i m i l a r s o c i a l s t r u c t u r e s . The m i d d l e c l a s s i s g a i n i n g 
i n n u m e r i c a l i m p o r t a n c e as e x p a n d i n g e d u c a t i o n a l o p p o r t u n i t i e s and g r o w t h i n t h e 
e c o n o m i e s p r e s e n t g r e a t e r s o c i a l m o b i l i t y p o s s i b i l i t i e s . 
The m o u n t a i n o u s n a t u r e of t h e s e i s l a n d s has r e s t r i c t e d a g r i c u l t u r a l e x p a n s i o n s 
and s p a t i a l d i s t r i b u t i o n o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n s . I t has a l s o impeded r o a d c o n s t r u c t i o n , 
t r a n s p o r t and c o m m u n i c a t i o n . S i n c e t h e y a r e v o l c a n i c i n n a t u r e t h e y a r e n o t r i c h l y 
endowed w i t h w h i t e sand b e a c h e s and c o r a l r e e f s w h i c h a r e c o n t r i b u t i n g f a c t o r s t o 
t h e p o p u l a r i t y of A n t i g u a and B a r b a d o s as r e s o r t a r e a s . The p o p u l a t i o n s o f D o m i n i c a 
and S t . L u c i a a r e s m a l l and c u r r e n t l y t h e l a b o u r f o r c e i s not t e c h n i c a l l y t r a i n e d 
and t h e r e f o r e i s n o t an i n c e n t i v e f o r . t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t of l i g h t i n d u s t r i e s . T h e r e 
a r e no known m i n e r a l r e s o u r c e s . F o r e s t r y and f i s h i n g a r e not w e l l d e v e l o p e d . 
A g r i c u l t u r e ' s main e m p h a s i s i s cash c r o p s f o r e x t e r n a l t r a d e . These cash c r o p s , 
t o u r i s m and s m a l l amounts o f m a n u f a c t u r e d goods a r e t h e c o u n t r i e s ' e a r n e r s o f 
f o r e i g n e x c h a n g e . Too r a p i d a g r o w t h o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n has been r e t a r d e d by 
m i g r a t i o n l o s s e s . W i t h t h e c u r r e n t b a r r i e r s a t t r a d i t i o n a l d e s t i n a t i o n s t o 
e m i g r a t i o n and c o n t i n u e d g r a d u a l d e c l i n e s i n m o r t a l i t y , t h e s e c o u n t r i e s a r e 
f o r t u n a t e i n t h a t f e r t i l i t y h a s been d e c l i n i n g . B u t t h e s e d e c l i n e s a r e s l o w i n g down 
g r a d u a l l y , and t h e r a t e s o f g r o w t h o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n a r e s t i l l r e l a t i v e l y h i g h . I t 
i s i m p o r t a n t t h a t t h e i m p l i c a t i o n s o f t h e p r e s e n t and f u t u r e p o p u l a t i o n p a r a m e t e r s 
be k e p t i n mind a s t h e p r o b l e m s f a c i n g t h e economy a r e e x a m i n e d and a s p l a n s a r e 
made and e x e c u t e d f o r s o c i o - e c o n o m i c d e v e l o p m e n t . 
15 
2 . 1 DEMOGRAPHIC BACKGROUND 
A b r i e f d e m o g r a p h i c p i c t u r e o f D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a i s p r e s e n t e d i n o r d e r t o 
s e t t h e s t a g e f o r t h e e x a m i n a t i o n o f f e r t i l i t y , f a m i l y p l a n n i n g and m o r t a l i t y . 
B e c a u s e t h e s e a s p e c t s o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n a r e d e a l t w i t h l a t e r t h e y a r e n o t p r e s e n t e d 
i n t h i s s e c t i o n . T h i s s e c t i o n i s m a i n l y f o c u s e d on t h e p o p u l a t i o n s i z e and i t s r a t e 
o f g r o w t h . 
2 . 2 POPULATION S I Z E 
D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a a r e n u m e r i c a l l y s m a l l s o c i e t i e s and t h e y a r e t w o o f t h e 
r a p i d l y i n c r e a s i n g numbers o f " m i c r o " s t a t e s . I n T a b l e 1 t h e i r p o p u l a t i o n s a r e 
g i v e n o v e r t h e p e r i o d 1 9 5 0 t o 1 9 8 3 . The a d j u s t e d p o p u l a t i o n s shown r e s u l t e d f r o m 
c a l c u l a t i o n s b a s e d on t h e a s s u m p t i o n t h a t c e n s u s f i g u r e s a r e more l i k e l y c l o s e r t o 
t h e a c t u a l p o p u l a t i o n s t h a n a r e u n s o p h i s t i c a t e d i n t e r c e n s a l e s t i m a t e s . The 
u n a d j u s t e d f i g u r e s a r e g e n e r a l l y h i g h e r t h a n t h e a d j u s t e d o n e s . The a d j u s t e d 
f i g u r e s do n o t a d e q u a t e l y d e a l w i t h u n u s u a l f l u c t u a t i o n s i n t h e c o m p o n e n t s o f 
p o p u l a t i o n g r o w t h . On t h e o t h e r hand t h e y do n o t a d m i t l a r g e c h a n g e s b e t w e e n t w o 
c o n s e c u t i v e y e a r s . 
U s i n g t h e a d j u s t e d f i g u r e s , D o m i n i c a ' s t o t a l p o p u l a t i o n i n c r e a s e d b e t w e e n 1 9 5 0 
and 1983 by o v e r 2 5 , 0 0 0 and t h a t o f S t . L u c i a by o v e r 4 8 , 0 0 0 . S t . L u c i a ' s g a i n i n 
a b s o l u t e numbers i s l a r g e r r e l a t i v e t o t h e p o p u l a t i o n s i z e s . I n f a c t S t . L u c i a ' s 
g a i n i n p o p u l a t i o n o v e r t h e p e r i o d 1 9 5 0 - 1 9 8 3 i s a b o u t 6 5 p e r c e n t w h i l e t h a t o f 
D o m i n i c a i s a b o u t 5 0 p e r c e n t . The f i g u r e s a r e l o w e r u s i n g t h e u n a d j u s t e d f i g u r e s 
b u t t h e r e l a t i v e d i f f e r e n c e s a r e s u b s t a n t i a l l y t h e same. 
S t . L u c i a p a s s e d t h e 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 mark i n t o t a l p o p u l a t i o n i n 1 9 6 9 a t t h e same t i m e 
t h a t D o m i n i c a was c r o s s i n g t h e 7 0 , 0 0 0 f i g u r e . By 1983 S t . L u c i a i s a p p r o a c h i n g 
1 2 5 , 0 0 0 i n h a b i t a n t s and D o m i n i c a has j u s t passed t h e 7 5 , 0 0 0 p o i n t . S t . L u c i a i s 
p u l l i n g away f r o m D o m i n i c a . I t s p o p u l a t i o n s i z e i s g a i n i n g i n 'numbers a t a 
r e l a t i v e l y f a s t e r p a c e . At a l a t e r s t a g e we s h a l l i n v e s t i g a t e t h e c o n t r i b u t i n q 
f a c t o r s i n d i v i d u a l l y and i n t h e f i n a l s e c t i o n we s h a l l b r i n g t h e m t o g e t h e r f o r a 
d i s c u s s i o n o f t h e i r r e l a t i v e c o n t r i b u t i o n s . 
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Table 1 
D o m i n i c a and S a i n t L u c i a 
T o t a l P o p u l a t i o n 1 ^ 5 0 - Î 9 S 3 
D O M I N I C A S A I N T L U C I A 
T o t a l A d j u s t e d 1 T o t a l A d j u s t e d 1 
P o p u l a t i o n T o t a l P o p u l a t i o n T o t a l 
D a t e ( v a r i o u s s o u r c e s ) P o p u l a t i o n ( v a r i o u s s o u r c e s ) P o p u l a t i o n 
1 9 5 0 5 1 , 8 5 0 5 0 , 9 8 6 7 9 , 0 0 0 7 4 , 4 7 4 
1951 5 2 , 8 6 0 5 1 , 8 6 3 8 1 , 0 0 0 7 5 , 6 0 6 
1 9 5 2 5 3 , 7 1 0 5 2 , 7 5 5 8 2 , 0 0 0 7 6 , 7 5 5 
1 9 5 3 5 4 , 8 2 0 5 3 , 6 6 2 8 4 , 0 0 0 7 7 , 9 2 3 
1 9 5 4 5 6 , 1 4 0 5 4 , 5 8 5 8 5 , 0 0 0 7 9 , 1 0 6 
1 9 5 5 5 7 , 4 1 0 5 5 , 5 2 4 8 7 , 0 0 0 8 0 , 3 0 9 
1956 5 8 , 3 2 0 5 6 , 4 7 9 8 9 , 0 0 0 8 1 , 5 2 9 
1 9 5 7 5 9 , 1 8 0 5 7 , 4 5 1 9 0 , 0 0 0 8 2 , 7 6 9 
1 9 5 8 5 9 , 7 5 0 5 8 , 4 3 9 9 2 , 0 2 8 8 4 , 0 2 7 
1 9 5 9 5 9 , 9 5 0 5 9 , 4 4 4 9 3 , 7 5 5 8 5 , 3 0 4 
1 9 6 0 5 9 , 9 1 6 * 5 9 , 9 1 6 * 8 6 , 1 0 8 * 8 6 , 1 0 8 * 
1 9 6 1 6 0 , 1 4 0 6 0 , 9 7 6 9 4 , 8 0 9 8 7 , 5 8 9 
1 9 6 2 6 1 , 6 5 0 6 2 , 0 5 6 9 6 , 8 4 1 8 9 , 0 9 5 
1 9 6 3 6 3 , 4 7 0 6 3 , 1 5 4 9 9 , 0 8 4 9 0 , 6 2 8 
1 9 6 4 6 5 , 0 3 0 6 4 , 2 7 2 1 0 1 , 9 5 9 9 2 , 1 8 7 
1 9 6 5 6 6 , 7 4 0 6 5 , 4 1 0 1 0 6 , 6 6 3 9 3 , 7 7 2 
1 9 6 6 6 8 , 5 0 0 6 6 , 5 6 7 1 1 0 , 1 4 2 9 5 , 3 8 5 
1 9 6 7 7 0 , 1 9 0 6 7 , 7 4 6 9 9 , 0 0 0 9 7 , 0 2 6 
1 9 6 8 7 2 , 0 6 0 6 8 , 9 4 5 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 9 8 , 6 9 5 
1 9 6 9 7 0 , 1 6 5 7 0 , 1 6 5 1 0 1 , 0 0 0 1 0 0 , 3 9 2 
1 9 7 0 7 0 , 5 1 3 * 7 0 , 5 1 3 * 1 0 0 , 8 9 3 * 1 0 0 , 8 9 3 * 
1 9 7 1 7 2 , 5 6 6 7 0 , 9 0 8 1 0 4 , 0 0 0 1 0 2 , 3 7 6 
1 9 7 2 7 4 , 4 7 0 7 1 , 3 0 5 1 0 6 , 0 0 0 1 0 3 , 8 8 1 
1 9 7 3 7 6 , 1 4 4 7 1 , 7 0 4 1 0 8 , 0 0 0 1 0 5 , 4 0 8 
1 9 7 4 7 7 , 3 4 6 7 2 , 1 0 6 1 1 0 , 0 0 0 1 0 6 , 9 5 7 
1 9 7 5 7 8 , 6 6 9 7 2 , 5 1 0 1 1 1 , 8 0 0 1 0 8 , 5 3 0 
1 9 7 6 7 9 , 7 0 7 7 2 , 9 1 6 1 1 3 , 6 0 0 1 1 0 , 1 2 5 
1 9 7 7 8 0 , 6 7 5 7 3 , 3 2 4 1 1 5 , 5 0 0 1 1 1 , 7 4 4 
1 9 7 8 8 1 , 6 9 4 7 3 , 7 3 5 1 1 7 , 5 0 0 1 1 3 , 3 8 7 
1 9 7 9 8 2 , 0 0 0 7 4 , 1 4 7 1 1 8 , 4 0 0 1 1 5 , 0 5 3 
1 9 8 0 « 2 , 5 9 0 7 4 , 5 6 3 1 1 5 , 6 8 9 * 1 1 5 , 6 8 9 * 
1 9 8 I 7 4 , 8 5 1 * 7 4 , 8 5 1 * 1 2 2 , 2 0 0 1 1 8 , 0 0 2 
1 9 8 2 7 5 , 2 7 4 7 5 , 6 0 0 2 1 2 4 , 0 0 1 1 2 0 , 6 0 0 
1983 7 6 , 3 5 6 2 7 6 , 3 5 6 2 1 2 6 , 3 6 0 1 2 3 , 0 1 0 
• C e n s u s F i q u r e s 
' i n t e r c e n s a l A d j u s t m e n t s , 1 9 4 6 - 1 9 6 0 , 1 9 6 0 - 1 9 7 0 , 1 9 8 0 / 1 
2 E s t i m a t e d F i q u r e s 
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T h r e e p o p u l a t i o n p r o j e c t i o n s a r e g i v e n i n T a b l e 2 . The W o r l d Bank f i g u r e s a r e 
h i g h e r t h a n t h e P o p u l a t i o n R e f e r e n c e B u r e a u (PRB) ones f o r D o m i n i c a , i n p a r t due t o 
t h e h i g h e r s t a r t i n g f i g u r e f o r 1 9 8 0 . The Wor ld Bank p r o j e c t i o n s f o r S t . L u c i a a r e 
v e r y c l o s e t o t h o s e o f t h e PRB (Column ( 4 ) ) up t o 2 0 1 0 and t h e n t h e y become i n t e r -
m e d i a t e t o t h e t w o PRB f i g u r e s f o r 2 0 2 0 and 2 0 3 0 . By t h e y e a r 2 0 0 0 , D o m i n i c a i s 
p r o j e c t e d t o have be tween 8 6 , 0 0 0 and 1 0 7 , 0 0 0 p e o p l e and S t . L u c i a be tween 1 5 1 , 0 0 0 
and 1 7 4 , 0 0 0 . 
TABLE 2 
D o m i n i c a and S a i n t L u c i a : 
T o t a l P o p u l a t i o n 1 9 8 0 and P r o j e c t e d t o 2 0 3 0 
DOMINICA SAINT LUCIA 
Y ^ (7) (2) (3) (40 (5) (6) 
1 9 8 0 




2 0 3 0 
S o u r c e s : 
7 2 , 3 1 1 
7 8 , 8 9 9 
8 6 , 3 8 7 
9 1 , 1 6 5 
9 4 , 4 8 5 
9 6 , 7 6 7 
7 2 , 3 1 1 
8 2 , 5 2 1 
9 1 , 7 1 0 
1 0 0 , 1 2 9 
1 0 4 , 7 9 2 
1 1 0 , 9 8 0 
7 8 , 0 0 0 
9 2 , 0 0 0 
1 0 7 , 0 0 0 
1 2 3 , 0 0 0 
1 3 6 , 0 0 0 
1 4 8 , 0 0 0 
1 2 0 , 3 0 0 
1 4 0 , 0 1 6 
1 7 3 , 5 8 4 
2 1 3 , 0 3 7 
2 6 7 , 4 9 3 
3 4 1 , 6 2 7 
1 2 0 , 3 0 0 
1 3 6 , 6 3 3 
1 5 1 , 0 3 8 
1 6 4 , 4 9 1 
1 7 1 , 9 0 6 
1 7 5 , 5 4 0 
1 2 0 , 0 0 0 
1 3 9 , 0 0 0 
1 7 4 , 0 0 0 
2 1 2 , 0 0 0 
2 4 4 , 0 0 0 
2 7 8 , 0 0 0 
( 1 ) and ( 2 ) : 
( 4 ) and ( 5 ) : 
(3) and (6) : 
A s s u m p t i o n s : 
( 1 ) : 
(2): 
( 3 ) : 
( 4 ) : 
( 5 ) : 
(6)i 
PRB O c c a s i o n a l S e r i e s : The C a r i b b e a n D o m i n i c a : Y e s t e r d a y , Today 
and Tomorrow. P o p u l a t i o n R e f e r e n c e B u r e a u , W a s h i n g t o n D . C . , 1 9 8 4 . 
PRB O c c a s i o n a l S e r i e s : The C a r i b b e a n S a i n t L u c i a : Y e s t e r d a y , 
Today and T o m o r r o w . P o p u l a t i o n R e f e r e n c e B u r e a u , W a s h i n g t o n D . C . , 
1 9 8 4 . 
W o r l d P o p u l a t i o n P r o j e c t i o n s 1 9 8 4 by My T . Vu . 
W a s h i n g t o n D . C . , 1 9 8 4 . 
The W o r l d B a n k , 
TFR o f 3 . 4 i s m a i n t a i n e d f o r t h e n e x t 5 0 y e a r s ; n e t e m i g r a t i o n o f 
800. 
TFR o f 2 . 6 by 1 9 9 0 and c o n s t a n t a f t e r t h a t p e r i o d ; n e t e m i g r a t i o n 
o f 4 0 0 . 
TFR o f 3 . 0 ; G r o w t h R a t e 1 . 5 8 ; NRR 1 . 4 3 0 ( 1 9 8 0 - 8 5 ) , and 1 . 0 by 
2000. 
TFR o f 4 . 5 i s m a i n t a i n e d f o r t h e n e x t 5 0 y e a r s ; n e t e m i g r a t i o n o f 
1 5 0 0 . 
TFR o f 2 . 1 by 1 9 9 0 ; n e t e m i g r a t i o n o f 7 5 0 . 
TFR o f 4 . 4 ; Growth R a t e 1 . 1 9 ; NRR 2 . 0 3 4 ( 1 9 8 0 - 8 5 ) and 1 . 0 b y 2 0 1 5 ; 
Ne t M i g r a t i o n R a t e = - 1 2 . 1 b e t w e e n 1980 and 1985 and d e c l i n i n g t o 
0 . 0 b e t w e e n 1995 and 2 0 0 0 . 
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TABLE 3 
D o m i n i c a a n d S a i n t L u c i a : 
R a t e s o f N a t u r a l I n c r e a s e 1 9 5 0 - 1 9 8 3 
RATES OF NATURAL I N C R E A S E (ÜS p . a . ) 
Y e a r D O M I N I C A 
2 3 
S A I N T L U C I A 
2 3 
1 9 5 0 - 5 4 1 2 . 2 0 2 . 1 3 
1 9 5 5 - 5 9 1 2 . 9 3 2 . 9 1 
1 9 6 0 3 . 2 0 3 . 1 5 
1 9 6 1 3 . 1 0 2 . 9 5 
1 9 6 2 3 . 1 4 2 . 8 9 
1 9 6 3 2 . 6 9 3 . 0 7 
1 9 6 4 3 . 0 7 3 . 4 8 
1 9 6 5 3 . 3 8 3 . 7 0 
1 9 6 6 3 . 1 8 3 . 7 5 
1 9 6 7 3 . 0 8 3 . 4 5 
1 9 6 8 2 . 8 6 2 . 8 3 
1 9 6 9 2 . 5 7 3 . 3 8 
1 9 7 0 2 . 8 0 2 . 4 8 3 . 5 5 3 . 5 5 
1 9 7 1 2 . 8 0 2 . 8 3 2 . 3 2 2 . 6 9 
1 9 7 2 2 . 7 8 2 . 8 7 3 . 0 3 3 . 0 9 
1 9 7 3 2 . 3 8 2 . 5 0 2 . 9 7 3 . 0 5 
1 9 7 4 2 . 0 2 2 . 1 5 2 . 8 3 2 . 8 7 
1 9 7 5 1 . 6 7 1 . 7 9 2 . 7 3 2 . 8 2 
1 9 7 6 1 . 5 5 1 . 6 8 2 . 6 7 2 . 7 6 
1 9 7 7 1 . 5 3 1 . 6 4 2 . 8 6 2 . 9 6 
1 9 7 8 1 . 6 0 1 . 7 9 2 . 6 8 2 . 7 7 
1 9 7 9 1 . 4 4 1 . 4 9 2 . 4 3 2 . 5 0 
1 9 8 0 1 . 6 8 1 . 9 2 2 . 2 6 2 . 3 6 
1 9 8 1 1 . 7 9 1 . 7 8 2 . 4 3 2 . 5 2 
1 9 8 2 1 . 7 8 1 . 7 7 2 . 6 0 2 . 6 7 
1 9 8 3 1 . 7 0 1 . 7 0 2 . 4 8 2 . 5 4 
1 A v e r a g e A n n u a l r a t e o f i n c r e a s e . 
^ U n a d j u s t e d r a t e . 
3 R a t e s b a s e d o n t h e a d j u s t e d C r u d e 
S o u r c e : S t a t i s t i c a l D i g e s t s o f S a i n t 
B i r t h a n d C r u d e D e a t h R a t e s . 
L u c i a a n d D o m i n i c a . 
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These a r e n o t l a r g e p o p u l a t i o n s , nor a r e t h e g r o w t h r a t e s v e r y h i g h . H o w e v e r , 
i n t h e c o n t e x t o f t h e s e two s o c i e t i e s w i t h t h e i r low r e s o u r c e b a s e s , t h e y r e o r e s e n t 
m a j o r c h a l l e n g e s f o r f u t u r e s o c i o - e c o n o m i c d e v e l o p m e n t . 
2 . 3 POPULATION INCREASE 
The r a t e s o f n a t u r a l i n c r e a s e a r e shown i n T a b l é 3 . The r a t e s b e t w e e n 1 9 7 0 a n d 
1983 h a v e been a d j u s t e d i n l i n e w i t h t h e e a r l i e r a d j u s t e d t o t a l p o p u l a t i o n f i q u r e s . 
The a d j u s t e d r a t e s a r e somewhat h i g h e r t h a n t h e ones o b t a i n e d d i r e c t l y f r o m t h e 
o f f i c i a l s o u r c e s . The r a t e s o f n a t u r a l i n c r e a s e r e s u l t f r o m t h e d i f f e r e n c e s b e t w e e n 
t h e c r u d e b i r t h and c r u d e d e a t h r a t e s e x p r e s s e d a s a p e r c e n t . T h e i r r e l i a b i l i t y and 
v a l i d i t y depend on t h e a c c u r a c y o f t h e s e two r a t e s . The r a t e o f n a t u r a l i n c r e a s e 
i g n o r e s m i g r a t i o n and t h u s d i f f e r s f r o m t h e o v e r a l l r a t e o f g r o w t h . 
Up t o 1962 t h e r a t e s o f n a t u r a l i n c r e a s e f o r D o m i n i c a were h i g h e r t h a n t h o s e o f 
S t . L u c i a . From 1 9 6 2 t o 1 9 8 2 , w i t h o n l y two e x c e p t i o n s , t h e r a t e s a r e h i g h e r f o r 
S t . L u c i a t h a n D o m i n i c a . T h i s i s n o t e x p e c t e d s i n c e k n o w l e d q e o f t h e s o c i o - e c o n o m i c 
c o n d i t i o n s o f t h e two c o u n t r i e s w o u l d h a v e l e d one t o e x p e c t t h e r a t e s f o r D o m i n i c a 
t o c o n t i n u e t o be h i g h e r t h a n t h o s e o f S t . L u c i a . S t . L u c i a has had f o r some t i m e a 
h i g h e r p e r c a p i t a GDP t h a n D o m i n i c a . S t . L u c i a ' s p o p u l a t i o n i s b e t t e r e d u c a t e d . 
I t s economy i s l e s s d e p e n d e n t on a g r i c u l t u r e t h a n t h a t o f D o m i n i c a and i t s u r b a n 
c o n c e n t r a t i o n i s g r e a t e r a l s o . Some p o s s i b l e r e a s o n s f o r t h i s h i q h e r l e v e l o f 
n a t u r a l i n c r e a s e w i l l be a d v a n c e d as t h e a n a l y s i s of t h i s p a p e r d e v e l o p s . 
The l e v e l s o f n a t u r a l i n c r e a s e w e r e h i g h i n t h e p a s t and e v e n t h o u g h t h e y h a v e 
d e c l i n e d t h e y a r e s t i l l r e l a t i v e l y h i g h . S t . L u c i a ' s r a t e s h a v e r e m a i n e d h i g h . A t 
i t s c u r r e n t r a t e o f n a t u r a l i n c r e a s e and w i t h z e r o n e t m i g r a t i o n , S t . L u c i a ' s 
p o p u l a t i o n w o u l d d o u b l e i n a b o u t 3 0 y e a r s . D o m i n i c a ' s l o w e r r a t e o f n a t u r a l 
i n c r e a s e a t p r e s e n t w o u l d s e e a d o u b l i n g o f i t s p o p u l a t i o n i n 4 0 y e a r s . These a r e 
s h o r t d o u b l i n q t i m e s and i m p l y g r e a t d e m o g r a p h i c p r e s s u r e s on t h e s e two L D C ' s . 
H o w e v e r , up t o t h e p r e s e n t t i m e e m i g r a t i o n h a s p l a y e d a s i g n i f i c a n t r o l e i n k e e p i n g 
t h e g r o w t h r a t e s b e l o w t h e r a t e s o f n a t u r a l i n c r e a s e . 
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A n n u a l p o p u l a t i o n g r o w t h r a t e s a r e shown i n T a b l e T h e s e r a t e s t a k e i n t o 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n n e t m i g r a t i o n . They a r e i n l e s s d e t a i l t h a n t h e r a t e s o f n a t u r a l 
i n c r e a s e . T a b l e 4 shows a v e r a g e a n n u a l g r o w t h r a t e s o v e r f i v e - y e a r t i m e p e r i o d s . 
The r a t e s a r e h i g h e r f o r D o m i n i c a t h a n S t . L u c i a o v e r t h e f i r s t t e n y e a r s , 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y t h e same f o r t h e n e x t 1 0 y e a r s , and h i g h e r f o r S t . L u c i a f o r t h e n e x t 
1 0 y e a r s . Our k n o w l e d g e o f t h e e c o n o m i c s i t u a t i o n o f t h e t w o s o c i e t i e s d o e s n o t 
l e a d u s t o c o n c l u d e t h a t D o m i n i c a was b e h i n d s o c i o - e c o n o m i c a l l y b u t has now 
s u r p a s s e d S t . L u c i a . The g e n e r a l a s s e s s m e n t i s t h a t S t . L u c i a was and s t i l l i s 
a h e a d o f D o m i n i c a i n s o c i o - e c o n o m i c d e v e l o p m e n t . The a n s w e r has t o l i e somewhere 
e l s e t h a n i n r e v e r s a l i n a v e r a g e l e v e l a f q u a l i t y o f l i f e . For t h e r a t e o f g r o w t h 
d i f f e r e n c e s t h e two d e m o g r a p h i c c o n t r i b u t i n g f a c t o r s a r e t h e r a t e o f n a t u r a l 
i n c r e a s e and n e t m i g r a t i o n . 
TABLE k 
D o m i n i c a and S a i n t L u c i a : 
A n n u a l R a t e s o f G row th o f t h e P o p u l a t i o n ( P e r c e n t ) 
Y e a r DOMINICA SA INT L U C I A 
1950-55 2 . 0 1 . 6 
1955-60 1 . 2 0 . 4 
1960-65 1 . 3 1A 
1965-70 1 . 9 1 . 8 
1970-75 Ì A 1 . 9 
1975-79 0 . 7 1 . 6 
S o u r c e ; B u r e a u o f C e n s u s , U . S . Depa r tmen t o f Commerce W o r l d 
P o p u l a t i o n 1979 , W a s h i n g t o n D . C . 1980. 
2 1 
The r a t e o f g r o w t h i n D o m i n i c a has s l o w e d down v e r y c o n s i d e r a b l y and t h i s h a s 
h a p p e n e d a l s o i n S t . L u c i a b u t t o a much s m a l l e r e x t e n t . N e t m i g r a t i o n l o s s e s a r e 
m a j o r c o n t r i b u t i n g f a c t o r s i n b o t h c o u n t r i e s and so t o o i s f e r t i l i t y d e c l i n e , 
e s p e c i a l l y i n D o m i n i c a . I f e m i g r a t i o n i s s e v e r e l y c u r t a i l e d a n d / o r i m m i g r a t i o n 
( l i k e l y r e t u r n m i g r a t i o n m a i n l y ) i n c r e a s e s t h e n t h e r a t e o f g r o w t h c o u l d t u r n u p w a r d 
and a p p r o a c h t h e r e l a t i v e l y h i g h r a t e s o f n a t u r a l i n c r e a s e . 
2 A AGE COMPOSITION 
The age c o m p o s i t i o n o f a p o p u l a t i o n i s a f u n c t i o n o f t h e c o m p o n e n t s o f t h e 
g r o w t h o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n . The r a t e s o f n a t u r a l i n c r e a s e and o f g r o w t h s e e n i n t h e 
e a r l i e r s e c t i o n w i l l m a n i f e s t t h e m s e l v e s i n t h e a g e c o m p o s i t i o n . The a g e c o m p o s i -
t i o n i n t u r n i s a l s o a d e t e r m i n a n t o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n g r o w t h c o m p o n e n t s . The d i s t r i -
b u t i o n o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n among t h e a g e g r o u p s i s n e c e s s a r y f o r p l a n n i n g p u r p o s e s . 
K n o w i n g t h e a g e c o m p o s i t i o n i s t o know what i s , w i l l be and i s r e q u i r e d i n e d u c a -
t i o n , h e a l t h and e m p l o y m e n t among o t h e r a r e a s . The a g e c o m p o s i t i o n s h o u l d be 
c o n s i d e r e d i n s o c i o - e c o n o m i c p l a n n i n g . 
I n T a b l e 5 i t i s s e e n t h a t i n 1 9 6 0 and 1 9 7 0 S t . L u c i a and D o m i n i c a had a v e r a g e 
a g e s t h a t w e r e q u i t e c l o s e t o e a c h o t h e r . I n 1 9 8 1 t h e D o m i n i c a n a v e r a g e age i s 
h i g h e r t h a n S t . L u c i a ' s 1 9 8 0 f i g u r e . T h i s i s an o u t c o m e o f D o m i n i c a ' s l o w e r f e r t i l -
i t y and p r o b a b l y h i g h e r , e m i g r a t i o n r a t e s . The a v e r a g e a g e s o f b o t h p o p u l a t i o n s 
d e c r e a s e d b e t w e e n 1 9 6 0 and 1 9 7 0 l i k e l y a s a r e s u l t o f i n c r e a s e s i n f e r t i l i t y a n d 
e m i g r a t i o n . T h e a v e r a g e a g e t h e n i n c r e a s e d b e t w e e n 1 9 7 0 and 1 9 8 0 / 1 a s f e r t i l i t y 
f e l l and e m i g r a t i o n p r o b a b l y d e c l i n e d . 
TABLE 5 
Dominica and S a i n t L u c i a : 
Average Age of t h e Popu l a t i ons 
Average age 
of the 











More d e t a i l e d a g e d i s t r i b u t o r s a r e shown i n T a b l e 6 f o r t h e t w o most r e c e n t 
c e n s u s y e a r s . The d i s t r i b u t i o n f o r t h e f e m a l e p o p u l a t i o n i s shown ( a l o n g w i t h t h a t 
o f t h e t o t a l p o p u l a t i o n ) m a i n l y b e c a u s e o f i t s i m p l i c a t i o n f o r t h e a n a l y s i s o f 
f e r t i l i t y w h i c h w i l l f o l l o w . 
TABLE 6 
Dominica and Saint Lucia: 
Age Distribution (Percentage) 
D0MIN [CA SAINT LUCIA 
Present Total Population Female Population Total Population Female Population 
Age 
1960 1970 1981 1960 1970 1981 1960 1970 1980 1960 1970 1980 
0-4 18.7 18.0 11.1 17.3 17.2 10.8 17.9 18.4 14.1 16.8 17.2 13.5 
5-9 14.4 17.0 13.8 13.6 16.1 13.1 14.1 17.5 14.9 13.3 16.3 14.3 
10-14 11.6 14.1 15.1 10.8 13.0 14.9 12.3 13.7 14.6 11.3 13.1 13.9 
15-19 8.9 9.8 12.8 8.7 9.7 12.5 9.8 9.6 12.3 9.5 9.4- 11.9 
20-24 7.5 7.0 9.5 7.8 7.1 8.9 7.7 6.8 8.8 7.9 7.3 9.0 
25-29 5.9 4.5 6.4 6.1 4.7 5.9 6.1 4.9 6.2 6.5 5.2 6.3 
30-34 4.8 3.7 4.8 5.0 4.1 4.8 5.2 3.9 4.9 5.5 4.2 5.1 
35-39 4.6 3.8 3.8 4.8 4.2 3.8 5.2 3.9 3.9 5.5 4.3 4.0 
W-44 4.5 3.6 3.3 4.7 3.7 3.6 4.5 3.8 3.4 4.6 4.2 3.5 
45-49 4.2 3.5 3.4 4.2 3.7 3.5 4.1 3.8 3.1 4.0 3.9 3.3 
50-54 3.9 3.5 3.2 4.2 3.7 3.5 3.5 3.2 3.0 3.6 3.2 3.2 
55-59 3.0 3.0 2.8 3.3 3.2 3.0 2.5 2.8 2.6 2.6 2.8 2.7 ! 
60-64 2.6 2.6 2.9 2.8 2.7 3.2 2.4 2.4 2.6 2.8 2.6 I ' ? ! 65-69 1.8 2.2 2.5 2.1 2.5 2.6 1.6 1.8 2.0 1.9 1.9 2.1 ! 
70-74 1.5 1.5 2.0 1.8 1.7 2.4 1.3 1.3 1.4 1.6 1.6 1.6. 
75-79 1.0 0.9 1.3 1.2 1.1 1.6 0.7 1.0 0.9 2.8* 
1.2 : 
80-84 0.6 0.7 0.7 0.8 0.8 1.0 0.6 2.2« 0.6 0.8 0.8! 
85+ 0.5 0.6 0.6 0.8 0.8 0.9 0.5 0.6 0.9 0.9 
Sources: Censuses of Population 1970 and 1980/81. 
»75+ 
T h e r e c e n t d e c l i n e s i n f e r t i l i t y and i n f a n t m o r t a l i t y h a v e m a n i f e s t e d 
t h e m s e l v e s i n t h e a g e c o m p o s i t i o n a s s e e n i n T a b l e 6 . The 1 9 8 0 / 1 p e r c e n t a g e s i n t h e 
f i r s t t w o a g e c a t e g o r i e s a r e l o w e r t h a n t h e p e r c e n t a g e s f o r 1 9 6 0 and 1 9 7 0 . F o r a g e 
g r o u p s 1 0 - 3 4 t h e r e v e r s e i s g e n e r a l l y t r u e . The more r e c e n t p e r c e n t a g e s a r e i n 
g e n e r a l h i g h e r t h a n t h e e a r l i e r o n e s . B e t w e e n a g e s 3 5 a n d 5 9 t h e p e r c e n t a g e s a r e 
r e v e r s e d a g a i n and f o r a g e g r o u p s 6 0 a n d o l d e r , t h e y a r e r e v e r s e d o n c e m o r e . The 
a b o v e p a t t e r n h o l d s f o r S t . L u c i a and D o m i n i c a and f o r t h e t o t a l as w e l l as t h e 
f e m a l e p o p u l a t i o n . 
I n g e n e r a l , t h e p e r c e n t a g e s f o r t h e f e m a l e p o p u l a t i o n a r e l o w e r t h a n t h o s e o f 
t h e t o t a l p o p u l a t i o n i n t h e a g e g r o u p s u n d e r 2 0 . W i t h f e w e x c e p t i o n s , among a g e 
g r o u p s 2 0 and o v e r t h e p e r c e n t a g e s f o r t h e f e m a l e p o p u l a t i o n a r e h i g h e r t h a n t h o s e 
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o f t h e t o t a l p o p u l a t i o n f o r t h e same c e n s u s y e a r . T h i s r e f l e c t s t h e h i g h e r numbers 
o f m a l e s a t b i r t h and a l s o t h e h i g h e r m o r t a l i t y r a t e s and e m i g r a t i o n r a t e s f o r m a l e s 
t h a n f o r f e m a l e s . 
The l a r g e p e r c e n t a g e s i n t h e young age g r o u p s and t h e e a r l y c h i l d b e a r i n g a g e s 
show t h e p o t e n t i a l f o r a h i g h b i r t h r a t e now and i n t h e n e a r f u t u r e . H o w e v e r , i f 
f e r t i l i t y c o n t i n u e s t o d e c l i n e t h e p e r c e n t a g e s i n t h e young age g r o u p s w i l l d e c l i n e 
f u r t h e r a n d t h e p o p u l a t i o n s w i l l a g e . 
C h i l d r e n u n d e r t e n y e a r s o f a g e i n 1 9 8 1 i n D o m i n i c a r e p r e s e n t a s m a l l e r p e r c e n -
t a g e of t h e p o p u l a t i o n t h a n i n S t . L u c i a i n 1 9 8 0 . T h i s r e f l e c t s t h e more r e c e n t 
l o w e r f e r t i l i t y i n D o m i n i c a c o m p a r e d t o S t . L u c i a . I n 1 9 7 0 t h e s i t u a t i o n was t h e 
same b u t t h e d i f f e r e n c e s b e t w e e n D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a w e r e s m a l l e r . The p e r c e n -
t a g e o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n i n t h e a g e g r o u p s 1 0 - 2 9 a r e h i g h e r f o r D o m i n i c a t h a n S t . 
L u c i a i n 1 9 8 0 / 1 , and w i t h one e x c e p t i o n t h e same i n 1 9 7 0 , b u t t h e d i f f e r e n c e s a r e 
s m a l l e r . Those age d i f f e r e n c e s r e p r e s e n t t h e e f f e c t s o f d i f f e r e n t i a l m o r t a l i t y , 
f e r t i l i t y and m i g r a t i o n . 
2 . 5 EMIGRATION 
As was s t a t e d e a r l i e r , m i g r a t i o n a s a f a c t o r i n p o p u l a t i o n c h a n g e i s n o t 
i n c l u d e d i n t h i s p r o j e c t . H o w e v e r , a f e w words a r e w a r r a n t e d a s a p a r t o f t h e 
d e m o g r a p h i c p i c t u r e w h i c h i s b e i n g p r e s e n t e d . S i n c e p o s t W o r l d War I I , a s i n d e e d 
much e a r l i e r , t h e s e c o u n t r i e s h a v e had n e t m i g r a t i o n l o s s e s . E m i g r a t i o n has h e l d 
down t h e r a t e s o f p o p u l a t i o n g r o w t h and t h e s i z e o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n . I t has a l s o 
a l l e v i a t e d t h e u n e m p l o y m e n t s i t u a t i o n ; a n d r e m i t t a n c e s f r o m t h e e m i g r a n t s h a v e made 
a c o n t r i b u t i o n t o t h e e c o n o m i e s o f t h e i s l a n d s . 
E m i g r a n t s f r o m S t . L u c i a and D o m i n i c a h a v e gone t o o t h e r C a r i b b e a n c o u n t r i e s , 
t h e U n i t e d K i n g d o m , t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s o f A m e r i c a and Canada i n r e l a t i v e l y s i z e a b l e 
n u m b e r s . G u e n g a n t ( 1 9 8 4 ) e s t i m a t e d D o m i n i c a ' s n e t l o s s o f m i g r a n t s o v e r t h e p e r i o d 
1 9 5 0 - 1 9 8 0 a s 2 8 , 0 0 0 and t h a t o f S t . L u c i a a s 5 0 , 0 0 0 , a m o u n t i n g t o a b o u t 55 and 5 8 
p e r c e n t s o f t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e n a t u r a l i n c r e a s e o v e r t h e t i m e p e r i o d . T h e s e e s t i m a t e s 
p r o v i d e an i n d i c a t i o n o f t h e m a g n i t u d e o f t h e e m i g r a t i o n f a c t o r i n t h e d e m o g r a p h i c 
p r o c e s s e s i n t h e s e two c o u n t r i e s . P o h l ( 1 9 7 6 ) g a v e e s t i m a t e s o f t h e n e t m i g r a t i o n 
l o s s e s f o r S t . L u c i a b e t w e e n 1 9 4 6 and 1 9 6 0 a s 1 2 , 3 0 0 and D o m i n i c a ' s a s 6 , 1 0 0 . F o r 
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t h e n e x t i n t e r c e n s a l p e r i o d 1 9 6 0 - 1 9 7 0 h i s e s t i m a t e s a r e 1 8 , 3 0 0 and 8 , 2 0 0 r e s p e c t i v e -
l y . T h e r e f o r e n e t m i g r a t i o n l o s s i s n o t i n s i g n i f i c a n t . The i n t e r c e n s a l p e r i o d 
1 9 7 0 - 8 0 / 1 h a s s e e n c o n t i n u e d l o s s o f p e o p l e t h r o u g h e m i g r a t i o n b u t a t a r e d u c e d 
r a t e . T h i s r e d u c t i o n i s l i k e l y due t o r e s t r i c t i o n s on i m m i g r a t i o n i m p o s e d by t h e 
c o u n t r i e s o f d e s t i n a t i o n as w e l l a s s lowdown i n t h e i r e c o n o m i e s i n t h e l a t t e r p a r t 
o f t h e 1 9 7 0 ' s and e a r l y 1 9 8 0 ' s . 
E m i g r a t i o n e v e n t h o u g h c u r t a i l e d h a s n o t b e e n e l i m i n a t e d . When t h e push i s 
s u f f i c i e n t l y s t r o n g ways w i l l be f o u n d t o e m i g r a t e . Economic c o n d i t i o n s i n t h e s e 
m i c r o s t a t e s a r e p r o v i d i n g a s t r o n g push i m p e t u s t o m i g r a t e . 
2 . 6 SPATIAL D ISTRIBUT IONS 
P h y s i c a l f e a t u r e s h a v e t o a l a r g e e x t e n t d e t e r m i n e t h e p o p u l a t i o n d i s t r i b u t i o n 
i n D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a . The s i g n i f i c a n t p o p u l a t i o n c o n c e n t r a t i o n s a r e s i t u a t e d 
a l o n g t h e c o a s t s . The c a p i t a l c i t i e s a r e b o t h s e a p o r t s . The s m a l l u r b a n c e n t r e s 
g a i n p o o u l a t i o n f r o m t h e r u r a l a r e a s , and hence t h e i r r a t e s o f g r o w t h a r e h i g h e r 
t h a n t h o s e o f t h e r u r a l a r e a s . S t . L u c i a i s more u r b a n i z e d t h a n D o m i n i c a . The 
c a p i t a l o f S t . L u c i a ( C a s t r i e s ) a c c o u n t s f o r a much l a r g e r p e r c e n t a g e o f t h e p o p u l a -
t i o n t h a n does t h e c a p i t a l o f D o m i n i c a ( R o s e a u ) , 38 p e r c e n t i n 1 9 8 0 v s 28 p e r c e n t i n 
1 9 8 1 , r e s p e c t i v e l y . H o w e v e r , t h e s e f i g u r e s may be u n d e r e s t i m a t e s s i n c e some s u b u r b s 
of t h e s e two c i t i e s a r e l i k e l y t o h a v e been e x c l u d e d f r o m t h e s e c a l c u l a t i o n s . 
S t . L u c i a and D o m i n i c a a r e b a s i c a l l y r u r a l a g r i c u l t u r a l s o c i e t i e s . I f t h e 
d r i v e f o r d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n of t h e e c o n o m i e s away f r o m a g r i c u l t u r e s u c c e e d s t h e n t h e 
s p a t i a l d i s t r i b u t i o n o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n s h o u l d u n d e r g o some c h a n g e s i n t h e l i k e l y 
d i r e c t i o n o f h i g h e r l e v e l s o f u r b a n i z a t i o n . T h i s w i l l be a c c o m p l i s h e d t h r o u g h t h e 
e x p a n s i o n o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n c e n t r e s l o c a t e d a l o n q t h e c o a s t s o f t h e s e two m o u n t a i n -
ous t r o p i c a l i s l a n d s . 
3 . 1 MORTALITY 
D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a have e x p e r i e n c e d , s i n c e a t l e a s t 1 9 5 0 , v e r y s i g n i f i c a n t 
d e c l i n e s i n i n f a n t m o r t a l i t y and g e n e r a l m o r t a l i t y . T h i s m o r t a l i t y r e v o l u t i o n i s a 
common e x p e r i e n c e o f t h e C a r i b b e a n c o u n t r i e s . I t i s t h e r e s u l t o f g e n e r a l i m p r o v e -
ments i n t h e q u a l i t y o f l i f e . These s o c i e t i e s have made s i g n i f i c a n t s o c i o - e c o n o m i c 
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q a i n s and t h i s i m p r o v e m e n t has m a n i f e s t e d i t s e l f i n a r e a s w h i c h have i m p l i c a t i o n s 
f o r m o r t a l i t y . Some of t h e s e a r e a s w h e r e i m p r o v e m e n t s have been made and w h i c h a r e 
l i k e l y t o d e p r e s s m o r t a l i t y a r e ; p r e v e n t i v e and c u r a t i v e m e d i c i n e , n u t r i t i o n , p u b l i c 
h e a l t h , h o u s i n g , e d u c a t i o n , and s t a n d a r d o f l i v i n g . 
3 . 2 GENERAL MORTALITY 
G e n e r a l m o r t a l i t y i s m e a s u r e d i n t h i s p a p e r by t h e c r u d e d e a t h r a t e w h i c h i s 
g i v e n i n T a b l e 7 f o r t h e y e a r s 1 9 5 0 - 1 9 8 3 . I n t h e i n t e r c e n s a l y e a r s , t h e b a s e f o r 
t h e c a l c u l a t i o n o f t h e s e c r u d e d e a t h r a t e s i s t h e e s t i m a t e d p o p u l a t i o n . Where t h e 
e s t i m a t e d p o p u l a t i o n i s h i g h e r t h a n t h e a c t u a l as we b e l i e v e t o be t h e c a s e f o r 
D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a , t h e n t h e r e p o r t e d c r u d e d e a t h r a t e s a r e u n d e r e s t i m a t e s . 
U s i n g t h e 1 9 7 0 and 1 9 8 0 / 8 1 C e n s u s e s , new p o p u l a t i o n e s t i m a t e s w e r e d e r i v e d f o r t h e 
i n t e r c e n s a l p e r i o d and a s e t o f c r u d e d e a t h r a t e s w e r e c a l c u l a t e d w i t h t h e s e a s 
b a s e s . They t o o a r e shown i n T a b l e 7 . S i n c e t h e p o p u l a t i o n b a s e i s s m a l l e r t h e 
a d j u s t e d c r u d e d e a t h r a t e i s h i g h e r t h a n t h e u n a d j u s t e d . 
T h e c r u d e d e a t h r a t e s f o r D o m i n i c a ( w i t h f o u r e x c e p t i o n s ) a r e h i g h e r t h a n t h o s e 
o f S t . L u c i a f o r t h e y e a r s 1 9 5 0 t o 1 9 7 1 and t h e y a r e l o w e r f o r t h e y e a r s 1 9 7 2 t o 
1 9 8 2 . T h i s t u r n - a r o u n d i s a v e r y i n t e r e s t i n g phenomenon and an u n e x p e c t e d o n e . One 
w o u l d e x p e c t t h e e a r l i e r t r e n d o f l o w e r c r u d e d e a t h r a t e s f o r S t . L u c i a t o p e r s i s t 
up t o t h e p r e s e n t t i m e . The g e n e r a l l y h e l d v i e w i s t h a t S t . L u c i a i s more s o c i o -
e c o n o m i c a l l y a d v a n c e d and t h e r e f o r e o n e w o u l d e x p e c t i t t o m a i n t a i n i t s m o r t a l i t y 
a d v a n t a g e . T h e s o c i o - e c o n o m i c d a t a ( E c o n o m i c A c t i v i t i e s i n C a r i b b e a n C o u n t r i e s , 
U . N . - ECLA) do n o t show D o m i n i c a a s e n j o y i n g a s u p e r i o r s o c i o - e c o n o m i c s i t u a t i o n . 
T h e d e m o g r a p h i c s i t u a t i o n d o e s n o t s u g g e s t a p o s s i b l e a n s w e r . The s m a l l d i f f e r e n c e s 
i n t h e a g e c o m p o s i t i o n s , w o u l d seem i n s u f f i c i e n t t o a c c o u n t f o r t h i s r e v e r s a l e v e n 
t h o u g h t h e y p l a y a p a r t . A t e n a b l e c o n c l u s i o n i s t h a t t h e f i g u r e s u n d e r l y i n g t h e s e 
r a t e s a r e more v a l i d i n t h e c a s e o f S t . L u c i a . 
D o m i n i c a e x p e r i e n c e d an o v e r a l l d e c l i n e o f 7 0 p e r c e n t i n i t s c r u d e d e a t h r a t e 
f r o m 1 9 5 0 t o 1 9 8 2 c o m p a r e d t o 5 9 p e r c e n t i n t h e c a s e o f S t . L u c i a . I n b o t h 
c o u n t r i e s t h e most d r a m a t i c d e c l i n e s o c c u r r e d i n t h e d e c a d e 1 9 5 0 - 5 9 f o l l o w e d by 
t h o s e o f t h e 1 9 6 0 - 6 9 d e c a d e . The d e c l i n e s f r o m 1 9 7 0 t o 1 9 8 2 a r e l e s s d r a m a t i c s i n c e 
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by 1 9 7 0 t h e c r u d e d e a t h r a t e had r e a c h e d a l r e a d y v e r y l o w l e v e l s . The c r u d e d e a t h 
r a t e o f D o m i n i c a a s shown i n T a b l e 7 i s a s l o w as i t i s l i k e l y t o e v e r g e t . B u t i t 
i s l i k e l y an u n d e r e s t i m a t e . I n f a c t a s f e r t i l i t y c o n t i n u e s t o d e c l i n e and t h e 
p o p u l a t i o n a g e s i n t h e n e x t t w o d e c a d e s D o m i n i c a i s e x p e c t e d t o e x p e r i e n c e an u p t u r n 
i n i t s c r u d e d e a t h r a t e . I n t h e c a s e o f S t . L u c i a , t h e c r u d e d e a t h r a t e i s l i k e l y 
t o f a l l p e r h a p s a p o i n t l o w e r i n t h e n e a r f u t u r e , i f t h e i n f a n t m o r t a l i t y r a t e 
c o n t i n u e s i t s downward t r e n d . 
3 . 3 INFANT MORTALITY 
R a t e s o f i n f a n t m o r t a l i t y a r e a l s o p r e s e n t e d i n T a b l e 7 . These a r e n o t 
a d j u s t e d ( e x c e p t f o r S t . L u c i a , 1 9 7 5 - 8 1 , r e v i s e d b a s e d on a c a r e f u l r e c o u n t o f t h e 
e v e n t s ) s i n c e i n o r d e r t o do so w o u l d r e q u i r e a s t u d y o f t h e r e g i s t r a t i o n s y s t e m 
w h i c h i s t h e s o u r c e o f t h e d a t a f o r t h e n u m e r a t o r and t h e d e n o m i n a t o r o f t h e i n f a n t 
m o r t a l i t y r a t e . R e c e n t W o r l d F e r t i l i t y S u r v e y d a t a on G u y a n a , T r i n i d a d and T o b a g o , 
and J a m a i c a , h a v e c a s t d o u b t upon t h e c o m p l e t e n e s s o f t h e i r b i r t h and d e a t h 
r e g i s t r a t i o n s y s t e m s and i t i s r e a s o n a b l e t o h a v e s i m i l a r d o u b t s a b o u t any o t h e r 
s y s t e m u n t i l t h e y h a v e b e e n v e r i f i e d . T h i s has t o some e x t e n t been done r e c e n t l y 
f o r S t . L u c i a r e s u l t i n g i n r e v i s e d h i g h e r r a t e s f o r 1 9 7 5 - 8 1 . I n t h e c a s e o f i n f a n t 
m o r t a l i t y t h e e f f e c t o f u n d e r - r e g i s t r a t i o n c a n be most a c u t e s i n c e t h e numbers i n 
t h e n u m e r a t o r s a r e s m a l l . When a c h i l d i s b o r n a t home and d i e s s h o r t l y a f t e r w a r d s , 
s a y i n t h e f i r s t w e e k , o r e v e n i n t h e f i r s t m o n t h , i t i s q u i t e l i k e l y t h a t n e i t h e r 
t h e b i r t h n o r d e a t h w i l l b e r e g i s t e r e d . T h i s w i l l d e p r e s s t h e i n f a n t m o r t a l i t y 
r a t e . I n b a s i c a l l y r u r a l s o c i e t i e s s u c h as S t . L u c i a and D o m i n i c a t h e t r u e i n f a n t 
m o r t a l i t y r a t e i s l i k e l y u n d e r e s t i m a t e d a s r e p r e s e n t e d by t h e r e p o r t e d i n f a n t 
m o r t a l i t y r a t e . The more r e c e n t ( 1 9 7 9 - 8 2 ) D o m i n i c a n r a t e s a r e v e r y s u s p e c t . A 
c a r e f u l r e v i s i o n o f t h e s e r a t e s i s w a r r a n t e d s i n c e i t seems u n l i k e l y t h a t D o m i n i c a 
w o u l d h a v e t h e l o w e s t i n f a n t m o r t a l i t y r a t e among t h e C a r i b b e a n c o u n t r i e s . 
The I n f a n t m o r t a l i t y r a t e f o r D o m i n i c a i s i n g e n e r a l h i g h e r t h a n t h a t o f S t . 
L u c i a f o r t h e p e r i o d 1 9 5 0 t o 1 9 6 6 . B e t w e e n 1 9 6 7 and 1 9 8 2 t h e i n f a n t m o r t a l i t y r a t e s 
f o r S t . L u c i a a r e h i g h e r t h a n t h o s e o f D o m i n i c a w i t h o n l y t h r e e e x c e p t i o n s . T h i s 
r e v e r s a l o c c u r s f o u r y e a r s e a r l i e r t h a n was t h e c a s e w i t h t h e c r u d e d e a t h r a t e and 
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TABLE 39 
C r u d e D e a t h R a t e s 
D o m i n i c a and S a i n t L u c i a 
DOMINICA SAINT LUCIA 
C r u d e I n f a r t t C r u d e C r u d e I n f a n t C r u d e 
Y e a r D e a t h M o r t a l i t y D e a t h R a t e D e a t h M o r t a l i t y D e a t h R a t e 
R a t e R a t e A d j u s t e d * R a t e R a t e A d j u s t e d * 
1 9 5 0 1 8 . 6 1 4 3 . 4 1 5 . 0 1 1 5 . 2 
1 9 5 1 1 6 . 8 1 2 6 . 7 1 7 . 1 1 3 4 . 2 
1 9 5 2 2 0 . 9 1 5 3 . 0 1 5 . 2 1 1 8 . 0 
1 9 5 3 1 4 . 4 1 2 6 . 9 1 3 . 8 1 1 3 . 1 
1 9 5 4 1 3 . 8 9 9 . 4 1 2 . 1 1 0 1 . 3 
1 9 5 5 1 5 . 3 1 2 0 . 3 1 1 . 9 9 8 . 1 
1 9 5 6 1 6 . 0 1 3 2 . 0 1 2 . 7 1 0 1 . 9 
1 9 5 7 1 4 . 7 1 0 7 . 2 1 4 . 1 9 5 . 6 
1 9 5 8 1 5 . 6 1 1 0 . 9 1 3 . 8 1 1 5 . 4 
1 9 5 9 1 3 . 8 1 0 3 . 2 1 3 . 9 1 1 1 . 2 
1 9 6 0 1 5 . 4 1 0 7 . 4 1 3 . 6 1 0 7 . 1 
1 9 6 1 1 3 . 3 1 1 6 . 4 1 2 . 9 1 0 1 . 7 
1 9 6 2 1 0 . 8 7 3 . 7 1 2 . 5 1 0 2 . 9 
1 9 6 3 1 3 . 2 9 8 . 3 1 1 . 3 7 8 . 4 
1 9 6 4 9 . 3 5 2 . 9 7 . 9 4 4 . 9 
1 9 6 5 8 . 8 5 3 . 9 8 . 5 4 1 . 9 
1 9 6 6 8 . 2 4 9 . 6 7 . 8 4 1 . 2 
1 9 6 7 7 . 7 3 4 . 4 9 . 2 5 3 . 0 
1 9 6 8 9 . 1 4 8 . 8 7 . 7 4 8 . 8 
1 9 6 9 1 0 . 6 5 8 . 3 8 . 3 6 8 . 4 
1 9 7 0 1 0 . 7 4 7 . 9 1 0 . 7 8 . 4 7 4 . 8 8 . 4 
1 9 7 1 9 . 3 5 1 . 6 9 . 4 7 . 7 3 4 . 8 8 . 1 
1 9 7 2 7 . 4 3 4 . 7 7 . 6 8 . 9 5 4 . 2 9 . 1 
1 9 7 3 6 . 7 3 8 . 7 7 . 0 7 . 8 4 3 . 5 8 . 0 
1 9 7 4 6 . 7 2 8 . 1 7 . 1 7 . 5 3 0 . 4 7 . 8 
1 9 7 5 6 . 2 2 6 . 9 6 . 7 7 . 7 3 7 . 8 7 . 9 
1 9 7 6 6 . 8 2 3 . 0 7 . 3 7 . 8 3 1 . 1 8 . 0 
1 9 7 7 6 . 5 2 6 . 9 7 . 0 7 . 1 2 2 . 0 7 . 3 
1 9 7 8 5 . 3 1 9 . 6 5 . 6 6 . 7 2 8 . 5 7 . 0 
1 9 7 9 4 . 1 1 2 . 5 4 . 1 7 . 2 3 4 . 3 7 . 4 
1 9 8 0 5 . 2 1 4 . 3 5 . 2 6 . 7 2 5 . 3 6 . 9 
1 9 8 1 4 . 6 1 0 . 2 4 . 5 6 . 9 2 3 . 8 7 . 1 
1 9 8 2 5 . 5 1 0 . 8 5 . 5 6 . 6 2 2 . 5 6.8 
1 9 8 3 n . a . n . a . n . a . 6 . 2 2 6 . 3 6 . 4 
* A d j u s t e d b a s e d on T o t a l p o p u l a t i o n a d j u s t e d on t h e b a s i s o f t h e 1 9 7 0 a n d 
1 9 8 0 / 8 1 C e n s u s e s . 
n . a . = N o t a v a i l a b l e . 
1 9 7 5 - 8 1 I n f a n t M o r t a l i t y R a t e s f o r S t . L u c i a a r e b a s e d on r e v i s e d v i t a l s t a t i s -
i c j f i g u r e s . I t i s b e l i e v e d t h a t a s i m i l a r r e v i s i o n w o u l d c h a n g e t h e r a t e s o f 
o m i n i c a i n an u p w a r d d i r e c t i o n . IMRs o f 1 0 - 1 1 f o r D o m i n i c a a r e n o t b e l i e v a b l e . 
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t h e r e a r e more e x c e p t i o n s t o t h e g e n e r a l p a t t e r n . The t u r n - a r o u n d i n t h e i n f a n t 
m o r t a l i t y r a t e i s t h e p r i m a r y c o n t r i b u t o r t o t h e one s e e n i n t h e c r u d e d e a t h r a t e . 
The d i f f e r e n c e s i n t h e m a g n i t u d e o f t h e i n f a n t m o r t a l i t y r a t e s b e t w e e n D o m i n i c a and 
S t . L u c i a a r e r e l a t i v e l y l a r g e . S i n c e 1 9 8 0 , t h e S t . L u c i a n r a t e s a r e d o u b l e t h o s e 
o f D o m i n i c a and t h i s s h o u l d l e a d one t o q u e s t i o n t h e a c c u r a c y o f t h o s e f o r 
D o m i n i c a . Once m o r e , we must p o s e t h e q u e s t i o n c o n c e r n i n g t h e c a u s e o f t h i s 
a p p a r e n t s w i t c h i n t h e p o s i t i o n o f t h e s e t w o s o c i e t i e s w i t h r e s p e c t t o m o r t a l i t y . 
How much o f t h e s e d i f f e r e n c e s a r e due t o e r r o r s and how much t o r e a l c h a n g e i n t h e 
c o m p o n e n t s o f t h e r a t e s ? U n d e r e s t i m a t i o n o f t h e D o m i n i c a n r a t e seems t h e most 
l i k e l y a n s w e r . 
I n f a n t m o r t a l i t y d e c l i n e d i n D o m i n i c a b e t w e e n 1 9 5 0 and 1 9 8 2 by 9 2 p e r c e n t . 
O v e r t h e same t i m e p e r i o d i t d e c l i n e d i n S t . L u c i a by 8 0 p e r c e n t . We c a n n o t e x p e c t 
f u r t h e r d e c l i n e s i n t h e r a t e f o r D o m i n i c a , a s s u m i n g t h e r a t e s a r e v a l i d , b u t t h a t o f 
S t . L u c i a has t h e p o t e n t i a l f o r b e i n g c u t i n h a l f . The f u r t h e r d e c l i n e i n S t . L u c i a 
w i l l d e p e n d on i m p r o v e m e n t s i n t h e q u a l i t y o f l i f e and t h i s i s b e i n g s e v e r e l y 
i m p e d e d by t h e s e v e r e c o n s t r a i n t s on t h e economy i n t h e e a r l y 1 9 8 0 ' s . 
D o m i n i c a ' s i n f a n t m o r t a l i t y d e c l i n e d g r a d u a l l y and s i g n i f i c a n t l y f r o m 
1 9 5 0 - 1 9 6 1 , and t h e n i t f e l l d r a m a t i c a l l y u n t i l 1 9 7 1 . The p e r i o d 1 9 7 2 t o 1 9 8 2 saw 
f u r t h e r r a p i d d e c l i n e s i n t h a t i t f e l l by 69 p e r c e n t o v e r t h e t e n y e a r p e r i o d . E v e n 
i f t h e more r e c e n t f i g u r e s a r e g r o s s u n d e r e s t i m a t e s , and I t h i n k t h e y a r e , i t i s 
s t i l l l i k e l y t h a t i n f a n t m o r t a l i t y h a s d e c l i n e d v e r y s i g n i f i c a n t l y i n r e c e n t y e a r s . 
S t . L u c i a ' s r a t e , a l s o f l u c t u a t e d i n a downward d i r e c t i o n b e t w e e n 1 9 5 0 a n d 1 9 6 2 . 
T h i s u n s t a b l e p a t t e r n o f d e c l i n e , b u t a t a g r e a t l y r e d u c e d r a t e , c o n t i n u e d b e t w e e n 
1 9 6 3 a n d 1 9 8 2 f o r S t . L u c i a . T h e most r e c e n t t e n y e a r p e r i o d 1 9 7 4 - 1 9 8 3 saw a 
r e l a t i v e l y s l o w p e r i o d o f d e c l i n e i n S t . L u c i a . T h e r e i s a n e m e r g i n g t e n d e n c y i n 
t h e e a r l y 1 9 8 0 ' s f o r D o m i n i c a ' s r a t e t o f l u c t u a t e a r o u n d t e n and t h a t o f S t . L u c i a ' s 
a r o u n d i n t h e t w e n t i e s . S t . L u c i a ' s c u r r e n t r a t e h a s t h e p o t e n t i a l f o r f u r t h e r 
d e c l i n e . D o m i n i c a ' s much l o w e r r a t e i s n o t l i k e l y t o g e t any l o w e r , b u t i f t h i s i s 
n o t v a l i d and t h e r e a l r a t e i s h i g h e r , t h e n i t i s a d i f f e r e n t s i t u a t i o n . 
T h e l e v e l o f i n f a n t m o r t a l i t y i s s o m e t i m e s u s e d a s an i n d i c a t o r o f t h e g e n e r a l 
h e a l t h a n d e c o n o m i c c o n d i t i o n s o f a c o u n t r y . Those shown i n T a b l e 7 i m p l y t h a t 
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c o n d i t i o n s a r e b e t t e r i n D o m i n i c a t h a n S t . L u c i a . I s t h i s r e a l l y t h e c a s e i n s p i t e 
o f t h e o f f i c i a l s t a t i s t i c s on t h e s e t w o c o u n t r i e s ? I t i s p o s s i b l e t h a t t h e 
r e a l i t i e s o f t h e s e two c o u n t r i e s a r e n o t w e l l i n d i c a t e d by t h e g e n e r a l l y a v a i l a b l e 
s o c i o - e c o n o m i c i n d i c a t o r s b u t u n d e r e s t i m a t i o n o f t h e i n f a n t m o r t a l i t y r a t e i n 
D o m i n i c a seems more l i k e l y e s p e c i a l l y i n l i g h t o f t h e s e e m i n g l y i m p o s s i b l e l o w r a t e s 
f o r 1 9 8 1 and 1 9 8 2 . F u r t h e r i n v e s t i g a t i o n i s w a r r a n t e d . A t t h i s p o i n t o n e c a n n o t 
r u l e o u t any o f t h e p o s s i b l e e x p l a n a t i o n s m e n t i o n e d a b o v e and must s e r i o u s l y 
e n t e r t a i n t h e a l t e r n a t e w h i c h c a s t s d o u b t upon t h e r e l i a b i l i t y and v a l i d i t y o f t h e 
m o r t a l i t y s t a t i s t i c s . 
3 . 4 AGE S P E C I F I C MORTALITY 
Many f a c t o r s a r e r e l a t e d t o m o r t a l i t y b u t d a t a on t h e s e r e l a t i o n s h i p s a r e 
u n a v a i l a b l e e x c e p t f o r aqe and s e x . I t i s t h e r e f o r e p o s s i b l e t o l o o k a t t h e 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s b e t w e e n age and s e x , and m o r t a l i t y . U n f o r t u n a t e l y t h e d a t a b e a r i n g on 
t h e s e i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p s w e r e a v a i l a b l e f o r D o m i n i c a o n l y f o r 1 9 6 0 . They a r e 
a v a i l a b l e f o r S t . L u c i a f o r a number o f y e a r s f r o m w h i c h we h a v e chosen t h e l a s t 
t h r e e c e n s u s y e a r s and i n t h i s way a v o i d r a t e s based on e s t i m a t e s . T a b l e 8 p r e s e n t 
t h e s e age s p e c i f i c m o r t a l i t y r a t e s . 
I n T a b l e 8 , t h e 0 - s h a p e n a t u r e o f t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n m o r t a l i t y and a g e 
c a n be s e e n . M o r t a l i t y d e c l i n e s w i t h t h e i n c r e a s e I n a g e t o a b o u t t h e age q r o u o 
1 0 - 1 4 , and t h e n b e g i n s a s l o w i n c r e a s e w i t h age up t o t h e h i g h e s t age c a t e g o r y . 
R a t e s c o m p a r a b l e t o t h e i n f a n t m o r t a l i t y r a t e s a r e n o t s e e n u n t i l t h e a g e g r o u p 
8 0 - 8 4 . The r a t e s among c h i l d r e n 1 - 4 y e a r s a r e n o t a r r i v e d a t a g a i n u n t i l t h e age 
g r o u p s 6 0 and a b o v e . M o r t a l i t y r a t e s a r e v e r y low b e t w e e n a g e g r o u p s 5 - 9 and 
4 0 - 4 4 . The c l i m b i n t h e age s p e c i f i c m o r t a l i t y r a t e s i s s t e e p a f t e r age q r o u p 
4 0 - 4 4 . The p a t t e r n a b o v e h o l d s f o r t h e t o t a l , m a l e , and f e m a l e p o p u l a t i o n s and f o r 
t h e t h r e e t i m e p e r i o d s I n t h e c a s e of S t . L u c i a . 
As w o u l d be e x p e c t e d , m a l e m o r t a l i t y i s h i g h e r t h a n f e m a l e among c h i l d r e n u n d e r 
1 0 y e a r s o l d . Among t h o s e i n t h e age g r o u p s 1 0 - 3 4 i n 1 9 6 0 i n D o m i n i c a , f e m a l e 
m o r t a l i t y i s h i g h e r t h a n t h a t f o r m a l e s . The same i s t r u e f o r S t . L u c i a f o r t h e age 
g r o u p s 1 5 - 2 9 i n 1 9 6 0 . The d i f f e r e n c e s b e t w e e n t h e ma le and f e m a l e r a t e s a r e n o t 
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l a r g e . T h e s e h i g h e r m a l e r a t e s i n t h e v e r y young ages r e o r e s e n t t h e g r e a t e r 
m o r t a l i t y amonq young m a l e c h i l d r e n due p a r t l y t o a c c i d e n t s . The g r e a t e r f e m a l e 
m o r t a l i t y r a t e s i n t h e aqe g r o u p s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h c h i l d b e a r i n g a r e i n p a r t r e l a t e d 
t o m a t e r n a l m o r t a l i t y ; w h i c h was l i k e l y n o t i n s i g n i f i c a n t i n 1 9 6 0 . 
TABLE 8 
Dominica and Saint Lucia: 
Age and Sex Specific Mortality Rates 
DOMINICA SAINT LUCIA 
Present 1960 1960 1970 1980 
Age 
Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total 
0 119.4 100.8 110.4 112.4 101.3 106.8 57.1 51.4 54.4 32.7 27.4 30.1 
1-4 20.6 19.9 20.3 21.7 19.7 20.7 5.0 3.1 4.0 1.6 1.8 1.7 
5-9 1.2 0.7 0.9 2.1 1.6 1.9 1.5 1.0 1.3 0.9 0.5 0.7 
10-14 0.8 1.2 1.0 1.3 1.2 1.2 1.0 0.7 0.9 0.5 0.5 0.5 
15-19 1.6 1.8 1.7 1.9 2.1 2.0 1.5 0.8 1.2 1.0 0.7 0.9 
20-24 2.0 3.2 2.7 2.3 3.3 2.9 2.0 1.6 1.8 1.5 1.3 1.4 
25-29 1.3 3.6 2.6 3.1 3.7 3.4 3.8 1.5 2.3 3.0 2.4 2.7 
30-34 1.6 3.2 2.4 5.6 4.8 5.2 4.8 1.8 3.4 2.0 0.7 1.3 
35-39 3.3 3.3 3.3 4.7 4.4 4.5 5.6 2.6 3.8 6.5 2.5 4.3 
40-44 3.4 3.4 3.4 7.0 6.3 6.6 6.8 3.5 5.0 8.6 5.3 6.8 
45-49 7.6 5.3 6.4 6.5 7.7 7.1 6.9 6.3 6.6 5.2 7.3 6.4 
50-54 10.7 7.5 8.9 11.9 9.7 10.7 11.9 10.6 11.2 8.6 12.1 10.6 
55-59 9.5 8.5 8.9 16.6 6.7 11.1 16.2 7.4 11.5 13.7 9.4 11.4 
60-64 29.4 14.4 20.6 37.0 27.5 28.1 41.4 22.5 24.9 30.8 18.2 23.9 
65-69 22.5 21.0 21.6 31.8 26.8 28.8 28.1 39.0 36.4 30.9 28.0 29.4 
70-74 31.3 24.5 27.1 62.2 48.0 52.9 58.2 30.4 41.2 72.2 45.2 56.1 
75-79 96.6 35.1 57.2 56.9 49.9 52.2 55.7 47.7 50.5 71.6 54.3 61.2 
80-84 184.0 96.6 124.4 122.3 107.0 112.2 113.5 108.9 110.4 121.0 119.2 119.8 
85+ 267.4 162.7 193.2 188.8 199.4 196.0 122.9 134.1 131.2 165.7 154.6 157.6 
All Ages 14.8 12.6 13.6 14.9 14.4 14.6 8.6 7.1 
The m o r t a l i t y r a t e s f o r m a l e s and f e m a l e s a r e q u i t e s i m i l a r f o r t h e age g r o u p s 
3 5 - 3 9 and 4 0 - 4 4 f o r D o m i n i c a i n 1 9 6 0 . From t h e age g r o u p 4 5 - 4 9 f o r D o m i n i c a , and 
3 0 - 3 4 f o r S t . L u c i a i n 1 9 6 0 , f e m a l e m o r t a l i t y l e v e l s a r e l o w e r t h a n t h o s e o f t h e 
m a l e s . The s e x d i f f e r e n c e s i n m o r t a l i t y r a t e s ( f a v o u r i n g f e m a l e s ) i n c r e a s e d w i t h 
a g e . 
F e m a l e m o r t a l i t y i s l o w e r t h a n t h a t o f m a l e i n 1 9 7 0 and 1 9 8 0 f o r S t . L u c i a . By 
1 9 7 0 m a t e r n a l m o r t a l i t y i s so l o w t h a t an o v e r a l l p a t t e r n o f h i g h e r m a l e m o r t a l i t y 
t h a n f e m a l e i s e s t a b l i s h e d a t a l l a g e s . I t i s p e r h a p s s a f e t o assume t h a t a s i m i l a r 
p a t t e r n e x i s t s f o r D o m i n i c a . We may t h e r e f o r e c o n c l u d e t h a t m o r t a l i t y i s c u r r e n t l y 
h i g h e r f o r m a l e s t h a n f e m a l e s i n S t . L u c i a and q u i t e l i k e l y so i n D o m i n i c a . 
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T h e d e c l i n e i n m o r t a l i t y b e t w e e n 1 9 6 0 and 1 9 8 0 f o r S t . L u c i a c a n be s e e n i n 
T a b l e 8 . M a l e , f e m a l e , and t o t a l i n f a n t m o r t a l i t y h a v e d e c l i n e d o v e r t h e p e r i o d by 
7 1 , 7 3 , and 7 2 p e r c e n t r e s p e c t i v e l y . The d e c l i n e s b e t w e e n 1 9 6 0 and 1 9 8 0 f o r m a l e , 
f e m a l e , and t o t a l c h i l d m o r t a l i t y ( a g e - g r o u p 1 - 4 ) h a v e b e e n v e r y d r a m a t i c , r e c o r d i n g 
9 3 , 9 1 and 9 2 p e r c e n t r e d u c t i o n s . C h i l d m o r t a l i t y i s v e r y l o w i n S t . L u c i a . Lower 
r a t e s o f d e c l i n e c a n be s e e n f o r some o f t h e o t h e r age g r o u p s and i n some c a s e s 
t h e r e h a v e b e e n no d e c l i n e s , w h i l e i n o t h e r s t h e r e h a v e b e e n i n c r e a s e s i n 
m o r t a l i t y . The p o s s i b l e e f f e c t s o f d e g e n e r a t i v e d i s e a s e s p e r h a p s a r e b e i n g s e e n 
among a g e g r o u p s p r i m a r i l y a s s o c i a t e d w i t h them and some o f t h e s e a r e known t o be 
i n c r e a s i n g i n s i g n i f i c a n c e a s c a u s e s o f d e a t h . 
3 . 5 CAUSES OF DEATH 
O o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a l i k e o t h e r C a r i b b e a n i s l a n d s a r e u n d e r g o i n g c h a n g e s i n 
t h e d i s t r i b u t i o n o f d e a t h s by c a u s e s . A f u l l e x a m i n a t i o n o f t h i s t o p i c i s b e y o n d 
t h e s c o p e o f t h i s p a p e r ; h o w e v e r , a f e w b r i e f s t a t e m e n t s w i l l be made on t h e s u b j e c t 
b a s e d on e x a m i n a t i o n s o f t h e r e l e v a n t s t a t i s t i c a l r e p o r t s . 
T h e r e h a v e b e e n d r a m a t i c d e c l i n e s i n i n f e c t i v e and p a r a s i t i c d i s e a s e s i n 
D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a s i n c e 1 9 6 0 , b u t i n t h e c a s e o f D o m i n i c a t h e r e a r e i n d i c a t i o n s 
t h a t t h e d e c l i n e h a s c o n t i n u e d up t o t h e e a r l y 1 9 8 0 ' s w h i l e i t w o u l d seem t h a t i n 
S t . L u c i a a l e v e l l i n g o f f h a s o c c u r r e d s i n c e 1 9 7 7 . T h i s i s p e r h a p s r e l a t e d t o t h e 
c u r r e n t h i g h e r i n f a n t m o r t a l i t y r a t e s i n S t . L u c i a t h a n i n D o m i n i c a . I n D o m i n i c a 
and t o a l e s s e r e x t e n t i n S t . L u c i a d i s e a s e s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h n u t r i t i o n h a v e b e e n 
d e c l i n i n g . A l l d i s e a s e s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h e a r l y i n f a n c y h a v e shown v e r y s i g n i f i c a n t 
d e c l i n e s . 
D e c l i n e s i n t h e number o f d e a t h s d u e t o d i s e a s e s o f t h e r e s p i r a t o r y s y s t e m and 
t h e d i g e s t i v e s y s t e m h a v e o c c u r r e d o v e r t h e r e c e n t p a s t . D e c l i n e s h a v e been s e e n i n 
t h e number o f d e a t h s f r o m d i s e a s e s r e l a t e d t o s e n i l i t y and i l l - d e f i n e d c o n d i t i o n s . 
T h e r e h a v e b e e n r e c e n t i n c r e a s e s o r no c h a n g e i n d e a t h s d u e t o n e o p l a s m s , 
d i a b e t e s , h y p e r t e n s i o n , h e a r t , l i v e r and c e r e b r o v a s c u l a r d i s e a s e s . T h e s e a r e m a j o r 
c a u s e s o f a d u l t m o r t a l i t y . 
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The i n c r e a s e s i n t h e number o f d e a t h s due t o c e r t a i n d i s e a s e s a r e g e n e r a l l y 
l e s s t h a n t h e d e c l i n e s , w i t h t h e r e s u l t t h a t o v e r a l l t h e number o f d e a t h s has been 
d e c l i n i n g i n t h e two c o u n t r i e s . O v e r a l l , t h e r e have been d e c r e a s e s i n t h e r i s k o f 
d y i n g i n a l l t i m e p e r i o d s , f o r n e a r l y a l l age g r o u p s . 
3 . 6 L I F E EXPECTANCY 
L i f e e x p e c t a n c i e s a t b i r t h i n S t . L u c i a and D o m i n i c a h a v e been i m p r o v i n g s i n c e 
1 9 5 0 . T h i s measure o f l o n g e v i t y i m p r o v e s w i t h d e c l i n e s i n i n f a n t m o r t a l i t y . A v e r y 
b r i e f p r e s e n t a t i o n i s made on t h i s t o p i c s i n c e i t i s a f u n c t i o n o f t h e m o r t a l i t y 
c o n d i t i o n s and p o p u l a r l y u s e d . The d a t a needed f o r i t s c a l c u l a t i o n a r e a l m o s t 
n o n e x i s t e n t f o r D o m i n i c a and c r u d e e s t i m a t e s a r e made i n t h i s c a s e based on t h o s e o f 
somewhat s i m i l a r C a r i b b e a n c o u n t r i e s . 
I n 1950 l i f e e x p e c t a n c y a t b i r t h i n D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a was l e s s t h a n 5 0 
y e a r s . W i t h t h e d e c l i n i n g i n f a n t m o r t a l i t y over t h e f o l l o w i n g decade i t i n c r e a s e d 
t o j u s t under 6 0 y e a r s by 1 9 6 0 . W i t h t h e slowdown i n t h e d e c l i n e i n i n f a n t m o r t a l -
i t y b e t w e e n 1960 and 1970 , t h e i n c r e a s e i n t h e l i f e e x p e c t a n c y was l e s s d r a m a t i c and 
was under 65 y e a r s i n 1 9 7 0 . By t h e e a r l y 1 9 8 0 ' s t h e l i f e e x p e c t a n c i e s have 
i n c r e a s e d t o a b o u t 7 0 y e a r s a n d D o m i n i c a ' s i s somewhat h i g h e r t h a n t h a t o f S t . 
L u c i a . Because o f t h e i m p r o v e d m o r t a l i t y c o n d i t i o n s i n D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a , 
e s p e c i a l l y i n f a n t m o r t a l i t y , l i f e e x p e c t a n c i e s a r e a p p r o a c h i n g t h o s e o f t h e more 
d e v e l o p e d c o u n t r i e s . D o m i n i c a ' s l i f e exDectancy a t b i r t h i s p e r h a o s a round 72 i n 
1981 and S t . L u c i a ' s a t 7 1 . F u r t h e r d e c l i n e s i n S t . L u c i a ' s i n f a n t m o r t a l i t y r a t e 
w i l l remove t h e d i f f e r e n c e . H o w e v e r , t h e i n f a n t m o r t a l i t y r a t e s ( I M R s ) shown i n 
T a b l e 8 l e a d one t o t h e c o n c l u s i o n t h a t t h e y a r e i n c o n s i s t e n t w i t h t h e above l i f e 
e x p e c t a n c i e s a t b i r t h . D o m i n i c a ' s IMRs s i n c e 1979 a r e s u s p i c i o u s l y low and a r e 
l i k e l y i n e r r o r . 
3 . 7 SUMMARY 
M o r t a l i t y c o n d i t i o n s have been i m p r o v i n g i n S t . L u c i a and D o m i n i c a s i n c e 1950 
and by 1 9 8 2 , t h e d e a t h and m o r t a l i t y r a t e s a r e v e r y low i n Domin ica and a l i t t l e 
h i a h e r i n S t . Leg!l'ui 
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e a r l y 1 9 8 0 ' s i t i s o v e r 7 0 y e a r s . I t had been a r o u n d 5 0 i n 1 9 5 0 . S t . L u c i a ' s c r u d e 
d e a t h r a t e has t h e c a p a c i t y f o r some f u r t h e r d e c l i n e s w h i l e D o m i n i c a ' s i s as l o w as 
i t w i l l p o s s i b l y q e t , even i f l i f e e x p e c t a n c y r i s e s f u r t h e r . H o w e v e r , a r e v i s i o n o f 
t h e i n f a n t m o r t a l i t y r a t e s i n D o m i n i c a w i l l l i k e l y be i n t h e upward d i r e c t i o n and 
t h i s w i l l i n c r e a s e t h e c r u d e d e a t h r a t e as w e l l . 
4 . 1 F E R T I L I T Y I N DOMINICA AND ST . LUCIA 
An e x t e n s i v e a n a l y s i s o f f e r t i l i t y i s made p o s s i b l e by t h e g r e a t e r a v a i l a b i l i t y 
o f d a t a , s i n c e i n a d d i t i o n t o v i t a l s t a t i s t i c s we h a v e t h e f e r t i l i t y d a t a o f t h e 
1 9 7 0 and 1 9 8 0 / 1 Censuses o f p o p u l a t i o n . T h i s a l l o w s t h e use o f c r u d e b i r t h r a t e s , 
a g e - s p e c i f i c f e r t i l i t y r a t e s , a v e r a g e number o f c h i l d r e n e v e r b o r n i n r e l a t i o n s h i p 
t o c e r t a i n c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s o f t h e m o t h e r , t e e n a g e f e r t i l i t y , age o f m o t h e r h o o d a t 
f i r s t and l a s t b i r t h s , c h i l d l e s s n e s s , and o t h e r a r e a s r e l a t e d t o f e r t i l i t y . 
G e n e r a l m e a s u r e s o f f e r t i l i t y a r e u t i l i z e d i n t h i s a n a l y s i s . We w i l l f i r s t 
p r e s e n t an o v e r a l l p i c t u r e o f f e r t i l i t y o v e r t h e p e r i o d 1 9 5 0 - 8 2 b e f o r e p r o c e e d i n g 
w i t h t h e i n - d e p t h a n a l y s e s w h i c h a r e b a s e d i n l a r g e p a r t s on t h e c e n s u s p o p u l a t i o n s 
o f 1 9 7 0 and 1 9 8 1 f o r D o m i n i c a and 1 9 7 0 and 1 9 8 0 f o r S t . L u c i a . A l l f e r t i l i t y 
m e a s u r e s u s e d a r e b a s e d on t h e number o f l i v e b i r t h s . 
F e r t i l i t y i s one o f t h e t h r e e d e t e r m i n i n g components o f t h e s i z e , r a t e o f 
g r o w t h , and c o m p o s i t i o n o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n . W i t h m o r t a l i t y a t v e r y l o w l e v e l s , 
m i g r a t i o n and c h a n g e s i n f e r t i l i t y become t h e dynamism o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n p r o c e s s e s . 
M i q r a t i o n i s e x c l u d e d f r o m t h i s p a p e r . H igh f e r t i l i t y keeps t h e p o p u l a t i o n y o u n g . 
Low f e r t i l i t y h a s much more t o do w i t h t h e a g i n g o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n t h a n does low 
m o r t a l i t y . 
G o v e r n m e n t s o c i a l and e c o n o m i c p o l i c i e s have i n d i r e c t and d i r e c t i m p l i c a t i o n s 
f o r f e r t i l i t y . C u r r e n t l y o f t h e t h r e e components o f p o p u l a t i o n g r o w t h f e r t i l i t y i s 
s e e n as t h e one most c r u c i a l t o p o p u l a t i o n d y n a m i c s and t h e one t h a t i s most 
a m e n a b l e t o n a t i o n a l g o v e r n m e n t s ' i n t e r v e n t i o n s . I n t h i s a n a l y s i s we e x a m i n e t h e 
t r e n d s i n f e r t i l i t y o v e r t i m e and t h e n l o o k a t i t s i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p s w i t h some 
s e l e c t e d f a c t o r s . Knowledge o f t h e s e i s n e c e s s a r y i f we hope t o u n d e r s t a n d f e r t i l -
i t y and t o p r o v i d e a b a s i s f o r s u c c e s s f u l i n t e r v e n t i o n . U n f o r t u n a t e l y o u r a n a l y s i s 
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i s r e s t r i c t e d by t h e a v a i l a b l e d a t a . We a r e t h e r e f o r e o n l y a b l e t o p a i n t t h e b r o a d 
o u t l i n e and t o e x a m i n e a s m a l l number o f v a r i a b l e s t h a t a r e i n d i r e c t l y r e l a t e d t o 
f e r t i l i t y . The i n t e r m e d i a t e f a c t o r s , f o r e x a m p l e age a t f i r s t e x p o s u r e t o p r e g -
n a n c y , t i m e l o s t b e t w e e n p a r t n e r s h i p s and c o n t r a c e p t i v e u s e , w h i c h i m p i n g e i n a 
d i r e c t way on f e r t i l i t y c a n n o t be d i r e c t l y e x a m i n e d s i n c e c e n s u s e s and v i t a l 
r e g i s t r a t i o n s y s t e m s do n o t c o l l e c t d a t a on t h e s e . 
T h e a n a l y s i s o f t h i s s e c t i o n i s hampered by t h e u n a v a i l a b i l i t y o f t h e d a t a 
e x c e p t i n p u b l i s h e d f o r m a n d by l a c k o f c o m p u t i n g f a c i l i t i e s . The many c a l c u l a t i o n s 
made on t h e c e n s u s d a t a w e r e l a b o r i o u s l y made and c h e c k e d by t h e use o f a p o c k e t 
c a l c u l a t o r . 
4 . 2 THE F E R T I L I T Y S I T U A T I O N , PAST AND PRESENT 
H i s t o r i c a l l y , v e r y h i g h f e r t i l i t y l e v e l s as m e a s u r e d by t h e c r u d e b i r t h r a t e s 
h a v e n o t b e e n r e c o r d e d i n t h e E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g C a r i b b e a n c o u n t r i e s . I n s t e a d o f 
r a t e s o f a r o u n d 5 0 a s h a v e b e e n r e c o r d e d e l s e w h e r e , t h e E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g C a r i b b e a n 
h i g h r a t e s a r e l i k e l y t o b e a r o u n d 4 5 . Some r e a s o n s f o r t h i s h a v e b e e n a d v a n c e d , 
i n c l u d i n g s t e r i l i t y due t o v e n e r a l d i s e a s e s , c h i l d l e s s n e s s f r o m o t h e r r e a s o n s , t h e 
i n s t a b i l i t y o f t h e f a m i l y p a t t e r n s , i m b a l a n c e s i n t h e s e x r a t i o s due t o d i f f e r e n t i a l 
e m i g r a t i o n , and o f c o u r s e o v e r - e s t i m a t i o n o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n and i n c o m p l e t e n e s s o f 
t h e r e g i s t r a t i o n o f l i v e b i r t h s . The c r u d e b i r t h r a t e s f o r D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a 
a r e i n l i n e w i t h t h o s e o f t h e o t h e r E n g l i s h s p e a k i n g C a r i b b e a n c o u n t r i e s a t s i m i l a r 
p e r i o d s i n t h e i r d e v e l o p m e n t . 
T h e c r u d e b i r t h r a t e s a s s e e n i n T a b l e 9 i n c r e a s e d f o r b o t h S t . L u c i a and 
D o m i n i c a o v e r t h e p e r i o d 1 9 5 0 t o 1 9 6 0 . T h i s r e p r e s e n t s somewhat a baby boom and was 
a common E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g C a r i b b e a n e x p e r i e n c e . Be tween 1 9 6 0 and 1 9 6 5 t h e r a t e s 
r e m a i n e d f a i r l y s t a b l e b u t w i t h a downward t e n d e n c y . B e t w e e n 1 9 6 5 and 1 9 7 5 t h e 
D o m i n i c a n c r u d e b i r t h r a t e d e c l i n e d s t e a d i l y . S i n c e 1975 a t e n d e n c y t o w a r d s 
s t a b i l i t y a t a r o u n d 2 2 h a s become e v i d e n t . The S t . L u c i a c r u d e b i r t h r a t e r e m a i n e d 
f a i r l y s t e a d y b e t w e e n 1 9 6 0 and 1 9 7 0 w i t h a s l i g h t downward t e n d e n c y , and t h e n f o r 
t h e p e r i o d 1 9 7 1 t o 1 9 8 3 d e c l i n e d e r r a t i c a l l y b u t w i t h t e n d e n c i e s t o s t a b i l i z e f o r a 
f e w y e a r s b e f o r e s t a r t i n g t h e d e c l i n e a g a i n . The e a r l y 1 9 8 0 ' s h a v e s e e n t h e S t . 
L u c i a n r a t e t e n d i n g t o s t a b i l i z e c l o s e t o 3 0 . 
TABLE 39 
Crude B i r t h R a t e s 
f o r D o m i n i c a and S a i n t L u c i a 
DOMINICA SAINT LUCIA DOMINICA SAINT LUCIA 
C r u d e B i r t h C r u d e B i r t h Crude B i r t h Crude B i r t h 
R a t e R a t e R a t e R a t e 
Y e a r A d j u s t e d * A d j u s t e d * 
1 9 5 0 3 5 . 9 3 5 . 6 
1 9 5 1 3 7 . 5 3 5 . 7 
1 9 5 2 3 9 . 2 3 5 . 4 
1 9 5 3 3 8 . 3 3 6 . 5 
1 9 5 4 4 2 . 3 3 6 . 4 
1955 4 4 . 8 4 0 . 8 
1 9 5 6 4 1 . 7 4 0 . 1 
1 9 5 7 4 3 . 5 4 3 . 6 
1 9 5 8 4 5 . 8 4 3 . 0 
1 9 5 9 4 6 . 7 4 4 . 2 
1 9 6 0 4 6 . 9 4 5 . 1 
1 9 6 1 4 4 . 3 4 2 . 2 
1962 4 2 . 2 4 1 . 4 
1 9 6 3 4 0 . 0 4 1 . 9 
1 9 6 4 4 0 . 0 4 2 . 7 
1 9 6 5 4 2 . 7 4 5 . 5 
1 9 6 6 4 0 . 0 4 5 . 3 
1 9 6 7 3 8 . 4 4 3 . 7 
1 9 6 8 3 6 . 9 3 6 . 0 
1 9 6 9 . 3 5 . 8 4 2 . 1 
4 3 . 9 1 9 7 0 3 5 . 5 4 3 . 9 3 5 . 5 
1 9 7 1 3 7 . 3 3 0 . 9 3 7 . 7 3 5 . 0 
1 9 7 2 3 5 . 2 3 9 . 2 3 6 . 3 4 0 . 0 
1 9 7 3 3 0 . 5 3 7 . 5 3 2 . 0 3 8 . 5 
1 9 7 4 2 6 . 9 3 5 . 8 2 8 . 6 3 6 . 5 
1975 2 2 . 9 3 5 . 0 2 4 . 6 3 6 . 1 
1 9 7 6 2 2 . 3 3 4 . 5 2 4 . 1 3 5 . 6 
1 9 7 7 2 1 . 8 3 5 . 7 2 3 . 4 3 6 . 9 
1 9 7 8 2 1 . 3 3 3 . 5 2 3 . 5 3 4 . 7 
1 9 7 9 1 8 . 5 3 1 . 5 2 0 . 5 3 2 . 4 
1 9 8 0 2 2 . 0 2 9 . 3 2 4 . 4 3 0 . 5 
1 9 8 1 2 2 . 5 3 1 . 2 2 2 . 3 3 2 . 3 
1 9 8 2 2 3 . 3 3 2 . 6 2 3 . 2 3 3 . 5 
1 9 8 3 n . a . 3 1 . 0 n . a . 3 1 . 8 
* Based on T o t a l P o p u l a t i o n a d j u s t e d t o t h e 1 9 8 0 / 1 C e n s u s . 
S o u r c e s : Governments o f D o m i n i c a and S a i n t L u c i a v a r i o u s S t a t i s t i c a l D i g e s t s and 
D e m o g r a p h i c Y e a r b o o k S p e c i a l I s s u e , 1 9 7 9 . 
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The a d j u s t m e n t s i n T a b l e 9 a r e b a s e d on t h e a d j u s t e d e s t i m a t e s o f t h e t o t a l 
p o p u l a t i o n shown i n a p r e v i o u s s e c t i o n . The p a t t e r n s a r e t h e same b u t t h e r a t e s a r e 
s l i g h t l y h i g h e r b e c a u s e t h e b a s e p o p u l a t i o n s a r e s m a l l e r i n s i z e . 
T h e c r u d e b i r t h r a t e s i n D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a , a f t e r a p e r i o d o f i n c r e a s e 
f o l l o w i n g 1 9 5 0 , h a v e been d e c l i n i n g , b u t c u r r e n t l y ( e a r l y 1 9 8 0 ' s ) h a v e b e e n s h o w i n g 
s t r o n g t e n d e n c i e s t o s t a b i l i z e a t j u s t o v e r 3 0 p e r 1 0 0 0 i n t h e c a s e o f S t . L u c i a and 
o v e r 2 0 p e r 1 0 0 0 f o r D o m i n i c a . The i n i t i a l i n c r e a s e i n f e r t i l i t y i s l i k e l y due t o 
c h a n g e s i n t h e p o p u l a t i o n c o m p o s i t i o n and c h a n g e s i n f e r t i l i t y b e h a v i o u r a s s o c i a t e d 
w i t h , and m o t i v a t e d b y , s o c i o - e c o n o m i c c h a n g e s . The d e c l i n e s h a v e b e e n a s s o c i a t e d 
w i t h o t h e r d e m o g r a p h i c c h a n g e s , s o c i o - e c o n o m i c d e v e l o p m e n t and i n c r e a s i n g c o n t r a c e p -
t i v e p r a c t i c e . 
D o m i n i c a ' s d e c l i n e i n t h e c r u d e b i r t h r a t e has been l a r g e r t h a n t h a t o f S t . 
L u c i a o v e r t h e p e r i o d 1 9 5 0 - 8 2 (35% v s 1 3 % ) . The i n i t i a l p e r i o d i n c r e a s e i n t h e 
r a t e s w e r e c l o s e r , 31 and 2 7 p e r c e n t s r e s p e c t i v e l y f o r D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a 
b e t w e e n 1 9 5 0 a n d 1 9 6 0 . The d e c l i n e s b e t w e e n 1 9 6 0 and 1 9 8 2 h a v e b e e n g r e a t e r f o r 
D o m i n i c a t h a n S t . L u c i a (50% v s 3 1 % ) . D o m i n i c a ' s c r u d e b i r t h r a t e , l i k e i t s c r u d e 
d e a t h r a t e , h a s shown much l a r g e r d e c l i n e s t h a n t h a t o f S t . L u c i a . The r e a s o n s a r e 
n o t o b v i o u s , b u t a r e p e r h a p s r e l a t e d t o t h e v a l i d i t y and r e l i a b i l i t y o f t h e d a t a on 
w h i c h t h e r a t e s h a v e b e e n c a l c u l a t e d a s w e l l a s s o c i o - c u l t u r a l d i f f e r e n c e w h i c h 
i m p i n g e on f e r t i l i t y , and e m i g r a t i o n . 
L o o k i n g a t T a b l e 9 , we f i n d t h a t f r o m 1 9 5 0 t o 1 9 6 2 D o m i n i c a ' s c r u d e b i r t h r a t e 
was h i g h e r t h a n t h a t o f S t . L u c i a and f o r t h e n e x t 2 0 y e a r s ( 1 9 6 3 - 8 2 ) w i t h two 
e x c e p t i o n s , S t . L u c i a ' s i s h i g h e r t h a n D o m i n i c a ' s . We h a v e n o t i c e d b e f o r e a s i m i l a r 
t u r n a r o u n d e x a m i n i n g t h e c r u d e d e a t h r a t e s i n an e a r l i e r s e c t i o n . I n 1 9 5 0 t h e c r u d e 
b i r t h r a t e s w e r e a p p r o x i m a t e l y e q u a l a n d i n 1 9 8 0 S t . L u c i a ' s a d j u s t e d c r u d e b i r t h 
r a t e was s i x b i r t h s p e r t h o u s a n d h i g h e r . I f t h e c r u d e b i r t h r a t e s a r e a c c u r a t e t h e n 
S t . L u c i a ' s i s r e l a t i v e l y h i g h c o m p a r e d t o D o m i n i c a ' s . 
The age d i s t r i b u t i o n o f women i n t h e c h i l d b e a r i n g a g e s has i m p l i c a t i o n s f o r 
f e r t i l i t y . Two p o p u l a t i o n s w i t h d i f f e r e n t a g e d i s t r i b u t i o n s o v e r t h e c h i l d b e a r i n g 
age g r o u p s , w o u l d be e x p e c t e d t o h a v e , a l l o t h e r t h i n g s b e i n g e q u a l , d i f f e r e n t 
l e v e l s o f f e r t i l i t y a s m e a s u r e d by t h e c r u d e b i r t h r a t e . The a g e d i s t r i b u t i o n s o f 
S t . L u c i a and D o m i n i c a may be a m a j o r f a c t o r i n a c c o u n t i n g f o r t h e d i f f e r e n c e s i n 
t h e c r u d e b i r t h r a t e . I t i s p o s s i b l e t o t a k e t h e a g e d i s t r i b u t i o n s o f t h e p o p u l a -
t i o n s i n t o a c c o u n t when c o m p a r i s o n s a r e b e i n g made. T h i s i s e s p e c i a l l y n e c e s s a r y i f 
t h e d i s t r i b u t i o n s o f women i n t h e c h i l d b e a r i n g a g e s a r e g r e a t l y d i f f e r e n t f r o m e a c h 
o t h e r . 
I n T a b l e 1 0 , we l o o k a t t h e a g e d i s t r i b u t i o n s o f women 1 5 - 4 9 by 5 - y e a r a g e 
g r o u p s f o r t h e l a s t t h r e e c e n s u s y e a r s . We a r e a s s u m i n g t h a t a g e d i s t r i b u t i o n s i n 
c h i l d b e a r i n g a g e s a r e f a i r l y s t a b l e o v e r s h o r t p e r i o d s o f t i m e . 
TABLE 10 
D o m i n i c a and Saint Lucia 
P e r c e n t a g e Distribution of Women in the 
C h i l d b e a r i n g Ages 
DOMINICA SAINT LUCIA 
Present 
Age 1960 1970 1981 1960 1970 1980 
15-19 21.1 26.2 29.0 21.8 24.5 27.7 
2 0 - 2 4 19.0 19.1 20.7 18.1 18.9 20.8 
25-29 14.9 12.6 13.8 14.9 13.5 14.6 
30-34 12.1 11.0 11.1 12.7 10.8 11.8 
35-39 11.5 11.2 8.9 12.8 11.3 9.3 
4 0 - 4 4 11.3 10.0 8.4 10.5 10.9 8.2 
45-49 10.1 9.9 8.1 9.2 10. 1 7.6 
S o u r c e s : C e n s u s e s of Population 1960, 1970 and 1 9 8 0 / 1 . 
The a g e d i s t r i b u t i o n s a r e q u i t e s i m i l a r f o r t h e t w o c o u n t r i e s i n 1 9 6 0 . The 
r e s u l t s o f t h e e a r l i e r h i g h e r f e r t i l i t y l e v e l s o f D o m i n i c a can be s e e n by t h e h i g h e r 
p e r c e n t a g e s i n t h e a g e g r o u p 1 5 - 1 9 i n 1 9 7 0 and 1 9 8 0 / 1 f o r D o m i n i c a c o m p a r e d t o S t . 
L u c i a . H o w e v e r , e v e n i n t h i s age g r o u p w i t h t h e h i g h e s t p e r c e n t a g e d i f f e r e n c e s , t h e 
d i s c r e p a n c i e s a r e s m a l l , 1 . 7 p e r c e n t i n 1 9 7 0 a n d 1 . 3 p e r c e n t i n 1 9 8 0 / 1 . T h i s l o w e r 
p e r c e n t a g e i n t h i s h i g h f e r t i l i t y g r o u p s h o u l d be a f a c t o r i n S t . L u c i a ' s h i g h e r 
c r u d e b i r t h r a t e s . The a b s o l u t e p e r c e n t a g e a v e r a g e d i f f e r e n c e s b e t w e e n S t . L u c i a 
and D o m i n i c a a r e s i m i l a r f o r 1970 and 1 9 8 0 / 1 (0.6% vs 0 . 5 7 % ) . E x c e p t f o r t h e f i r s t 
aqe g r o u p ( 1 5 - 1 9 ) t h e p e r c e n t a g e d i f f e r e n c e s b e t w e e n D o m i n i c a a n d S t . L u c i a a r e 
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q u i t e s m a l l . I t i s n o t l i k e l y t h a t t h e s e d i f f e r e n c e s i n t h e age d i s t r i b u t i o n w i l l 
a c c o u n t f o r a l l t h e d i f f e r e n c e s i n t h e c r u d e b i r t h r a t e s . P a u c i t y of a p p r o p r i a t e 
d a t a does n o t a l l o w us t o remove by s t a n d a r d i z a t i o n t h e e f f e c t s o f t h e s e c o m p o s i -
t i o n a l f a c t o r s f r o m an a g q r e g a t e r a t e such as t h e c r u d e b i r t h r a t e . S i n c e we a r e 
p r e s e n t i n g o t h e r f e r t i l i t y measures f u r t h e r a n a l y s i s o f t h e c r u d e b i r t h r a t e i s 
u n w a r r a n t e d . I t i s used m a i n l y t o p r e s e n t a p i c t u r e of t h e p a s t and p r e s e n t f e r t i l -
i t y s i t u a t i o n s a t t h e macro l e v e l as a background t o t h e p e n d i n q a d d i t i o n a l e x a m i n a -
t i o n o f f e r t i l i t y . 
4 . 3 AGE SPECIF IC F E R T I L I T Y RATES 
A c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f age s p e c i f i c f e r t i l i t y r a t e s overcomes t h e p rob lem o f t h e 
c o n f o u n d i n g e f f e c t s o f d i f f e r e n c e s i n aqe d i s t r i b u t i o n s . The t o t a l f e r t i l i t y r a t e s 
c a l c u l a t e d f r o m t h e s e age sDecific r a t e s do so as w e l l . We have seen t h a t t h e age 
d i s t r i b u t i o n s a r e somewhat s i m i l a r f o r Domin ica and S t . L u c i a . 
Age s p e c i f i c f e r t i l i t y , and t o t a l f e r t i l i t y r a t e s a r e shown i n T a b l e 1 1 . 
C a u t i o n s h o u l d be e x e r c i s e d i n t h e i r use s i n c e t h e y a r e o b t a i n e d f rom d i f f e r e n t 
s o u r c e s and t h e i r a c c u r a c y may v a r y f rom s o u r c e t o s o u r c e d e p e n d i n g on t h e c a r e w i t h 
wh ich t h e d a t a a r e assembled and t h e p r e c i s e n e s s of t h e c a l c u l a t i o n s . 
The f e r t i l i t y r a t e s f o r t h e 1 5 - 1 9 a g e - g r o u p i n c r e a s e f o r bo th c o u n t r i e s f rom 
1960 t o 1970 and d e c l i n e d s l i g h t l y b e t w e e n 1970 and 1 9 8 0 . A s i m i l a r i n c r e a s e 
b e t w e e n 1960 and 1 9 7 0 i s seen f o r t h e age g r o u p s 2 0 - 2 4 and 2 5 - 2 9 and a d r a m a t i c 
d e c l i n e by 1 9 8 0 . Age s p e c i f i c f e r t i l i t y r a t e s f e l l f r o m 1 9 6 0 t o 1 9 8 0 f o r women 
3 0 - 3 4 . F o l l o w i n g an i n c r e a s e b e t w e e n 1 9 6 0 and 1970 f o r D o m i n i c a , t h e age s p e c i f i c 
f e r t i l i t y r a t e f o r t h e age g r o u p 3 5 - 3 9 f e l l , and i t d e c r e a s e d f r o m 1 9 6 0 - 8 0 . F e r t i l -
i t y wen t up among t h e younger age g r o u p s b e t w e e n 1 9 6 0 and 1 9 8 0 f o r S t . L u c i a . The 
a g e - g r o u p s 4 0 - 4 4 and 4 5 - 5 9 e x p e r i e n c e d d e c l i n e s o v e r t h e p e r i o d 1 9 6 0 t o 1 9 8 0 . 
F e r t i l i t y went up among t h e y o u n g e r age g r o u p s be tween 1 9 6 0 and 1 9 7 0 b u t d e c l i n e d 
among t h e o l d e r o n e s . A l l age g r o u p s , e x c e p t o n e , had d e c l i n i n g f e r t i l i t y b e t w e e n 
1 9 7 0 and 1 9 8 0 . O v e r a l l t h e p a t t e r n s o f d e c l i n e a r e s i m i l a r f o r D o m i n i c a and S t . 
L u c i a . 
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TABLE 11 
D o m i n i c a a n d S a i n t L u c i a : 
A g e S p e c i f i c F e r t i l i t y R a t e s a n d T o t a l F e r t i l i t y R a t e s 
D O M I N I C A S A I N T L U C I A 
A g e o f 
W o m e n 1 9 6 0 1 1 9 7 0 2 1 9 8 0 3 1 9 6 0 1 1 9 7 0 1 1 9 8 0 1 
1 5 - 1 9 1 1 3 . 2 1 5 5 . 1 1 5 2 . 0 1 5 5 . 0 1 5 9 . 3 1 4 6 . 8 
2 0 - 2 4 2 8 1 . 8 3 0 5 . 5 2 2 9 . 3 3 4 2 . 1 4 2 4 . 3 2 1 7 . 6 
2 5 - 2 9 3 0 4 . 5 3 3 4 . 7 2 0 0 . 0 3 3 2 . 7 3 4 8 . 7 1 8 3 . 5 
3 0 - 3 4 2 5 1 . 9 2 4 3 . 3 1 4 3 . 9 2 7 3 . 4 2 5 4 . 1 1 2 5 . 5 
3 5 - 3 9 1 6 9 . 0 1 8 0 . 1 8 1 . 3 1 8 5 . 2 1 3 3 . 9 8 4 . 8 
4 0 - 4 4 8 7 . 4 7 7 . 6 2 3 . 4 7 7 . 2 3 5 . 9 3 0 . 5 
4 5 - 4 9 2 2 . 7 1 9 . 3 NA 1 4 . 9 2 . 5 3 . 7 
T F R * 6 . 1 5 6 . 5 8 4 . 1 6 6 . 9 0 6 . 7 9 3 . 9 6 
* T F R = T o t a l F e r t i l i t y R a t e ; N A = N o t A v a i l a b l e 
S o u r c e s : 1. S u p p l i e d b y D e p a r t m e n t s o f S t a t i s t i c s , 
D o m i n i c a a n d S t . L u c i a . 
2 . J a c k H a r e w o o d : 1 9 7 0 U . N . P r o j e c t i o n s f o r t h e 
C a r i b b e a n ( u n p u b l i s h e d , 1 9 7 3 ) . 
3. 1 9 8 1 C e n s u s o f P o p u l a t i o n 
The age s p e c i f i c f e r t i l i t y r a t e s o f women u n d e r 35 y e a r s o f a g e i n 1 9 6 0 a n d 
1 9 7 0 a r e h i g h e r f o r S t . L u c i a t h a n f o r D o m i n i c a , b u t t h e r e v e r s e i s t r u e i n . 1 9 8 0 . 
F o r women 35 y e a r s t o 4 9 y e a r s , t h e a g e s p e c i f i c f e r t i l i t y r a t e s i n 1 9 6 0 and 1 9 7 0 
a r e l o w e r f o r S t . L u c i a t h a n f o r D o m i n i c a and r e v e r s e f o r 1 9 8 0 . The age s p e c i f i c 
f e r t i l i t y r a t e s f o r D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a e x h i b i t d i f f e r e n c e s t h a t seem r o u g h l y i n 
l i n e w i t h t h o s e s e e n f o r t h e c r u d e b i r t h r a t e s f o r 1 9 6 0 and 1 9 7 0 b u t s l i g h t l y a t 
odds f o r 1 9 8 0 . The t o t a l f e r t i l i t y r a t e s b r i n g t h i s o u t m o r e c l e a r l y . T h i s 
a p p a r e n t d i s c r e p a n c y b e t w e e n t h e c r u d e b i r t h r a t e s o f T a b l e 9 a n d t h e a g e - s p e c i f i c 
and t o t a l f e r t i l i t y r a t e s o f T a b l e 11 i s l i k e l y d u e t o d i f f e r e n c e s i n a g e d i s t r i b u -
t i o n and e r r o r s i n t h e d a t a . F o r 1 9 6 0 and 1 9 7 0 t h e t o t a l f e r t i l i t y r a t e s o f S t . 
L u c i a a r e h i g h e r t h a n t h o s e o f D o m i n i c a b u t t h e 1 9 8 0 D o m i n i c a ' s r a t e i s s l i g h t l y 
h i g h e r . 
4 0 
The a g e s p e c i f i c f e r t i l i t y r a t e s a r e h i g h e s t f o r t h e age g r o u p s 2 0 - 2 4 and 
2 5 - 2 9 . The d a t a o f T a b l e 11 show t h a t c h i l d b e a r i n g i s p r i m a r i l y c o n f i n e d t o t h e 
a g e - g r o u p s 1 5 - 3 9 . The r a t e s f o r women i n t h e i r f o r t i e s a r e v e r y l o w compared t o 
t h o s e i n t h e i r t w e n t i e s . T h e t e e n a g e r a t e i s r e l a t i v e l y h i g h e r t h a n t h e r a t e s f o r 
women o v e r 4 0 b u t i n a l l c a s e s l e s s t h a n t h e r a t e f o r women i n t h e i r t w e n t i e s . 
I n T a b l e 12 we p r e s e n t a g e s p e c i f i c f e r t i l i t y r a t e s b a s e d o n l y on c e n s u s d a t a . 
The r e l a t i v e p o s i t i o n o f S t . L u c i a and D o m i n i c a r e m a i n s c o n s i s t e n t w i t h t h a t shown 
i n T a b l e 1 1 . 
F e r t i l i t y i s h i g h e r f o r women u n d e r 3 0 i n D o m i n i c a t h a n i n S t . L u c i a i n t h e 
y e a r b e f o r e t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e most r e c e n t c e n s u s . S t . L u c i a ' s r a t e s among women 3 0 
and o v e r a r e h i g h e r t h a n D o m i n i c a ' s ; as i s i t s t o t a l f e r t i l i t y r a t e . 
T A B L E 1 2 
D o m i n i c a a n d S t . L u c i a : 
A g e S p e c i f i c F e r t i l i t y R a t e s i n t h e Y e a r P r e c e e d i n g t h e C e n s u s 
A g e G r o u p 
D O M I N I C A S T . L U C I A 
A S F R 1 9 8 0 - 1 A S F R 1 9 7 9 - 8 0 
1 5 - 1 9 1 5 2 1 4 1 
2 0 - 2 4 2 2 9 2 2 6 
2 5 - 2 9 2 0 0 1 9 1 
3 0 - 3 4 1 4 4 1 5 3 
3 5 - 3 9 8 1 1 1 7 
4 0 - 4 4 2 3 5 3 
T F R 4 . 1 1 4 . 4 1 
S o u r c e s : 1 9 8 0 / 1 C e n s u s o f P o p u l a t i o n . 
1 D i f f e r e n c e s b e t w e e n t h e s e a n d c o m p a r a b l e f i g u r e s i n T a b l e 1 1 
a r e l i k e l y d u e t o d i f f e r e n c e s i n t h e r e f e r e n c e p e r i o d s a s 
w e l l a s v a r i a t i o n s a m o n g t h e d i f f e r e n t d a t a s o u r c e s i n t e r m s 
o f c o v e r a g e a n d a c c u r a c y . 
4 1 
4 . 4 AGE S P E C I F I C F E R T I L I T Y AND EDUCATION 
E d u c a t i o n i s known t o be a m a j o r e x p l a n a t o r y v a r i a b l e f o r f e r t i l i t y . I n t h i s 
s e c t i o n we l o o k a t a g e s p e c i f i c f e r t i l i t y r a t e s f o r t w o e d u c a t i o n a l c a t e g o r i e s . The 
d a t a a r e t h e same a s f o r T a b l e 12 b u t w i t h e d u c a t i o n i n t r o d u c e d a s an e x p l a n a t o r y 
v a r i a b l e , and p r e s e n t e d i n T a b l e 1 3 . 
TABLE 13 
D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a : 
Age S p e c i f i c F e r t i l i t y R a t e s by H i g h e s t L e v e l o f E d u c a t i o n A t t a i n e d 
DOMINICA 1 9 8 0 - 81 ST . LUCIA 1979-- 8 0 
EDUCATION EDUCATION 
Age 
G r o u p s P r i m a r y o r L e s s S e c o n d a r y o r More P r i m a r y o r Less S e c o n d a r y or More 
1 5 - 1 9 1 5 5 . 1 1 6 9 . 8 1 5 0 . 3 1 3 2 . 6 
2 0 - 2 4 2 4 2 . 9 1 9 6 . 6 2 4 2 . 6 1 9 0 . 6 
2 5 - 2 9 2 1 1 . 5 1 7 1 . 1 2 0 1 . 7 1 3 5 . 2 
3 0 - 3 4 1 4 3 . 7 1 4 5 . 6 1 6 0 . 5 9 7 . 3 
3 5 - 3 9 8 1 . 9 8 4 . 4 1 1 9 . 8 9 3 . 0 
4 0 - 4 4 2 1 . 2 4 5 . 1 5 5 . 4 1 8 . 2 
TFR 4 . 3 4 . 1 4 . 6 3 . 3 
Mean Age 
o f C h i l d - 2 6 . 4 2 7 . 0 2 7 . 1 2 6 . 6 
b e a r i n g 
T h e t o t a l f e r t i l i t y r a t e s b e t w e e n t h e two e d u c a t i o n a l g r o u p i n g s a r e i n l i n e 
w i t h e x p e c t a t i o n . Women w i t h s e c o n d a r y and h i g h e r l e v e l s o f e d u c a t i o n h a v e l o w e r 
t o t a l f e r t i l i t y r a t e s t h a n t h o s e w i t h o n l y p r i m a r y e d u c a t i o n o r l e s s i n b o t h 
D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a . 
T h e p a t t e r n o f d i f f e r e n c e s b e t w e e n l e v e l s o f e d u c a t i o n c o n t r o l l i n g f o r a g e i s 
i n d e t e r m i n a t e i n t h e c a s e o f D o m i n i c a . I n S t . L u c i a ' s c a s e , f o r a l l a g e g r o u p s , 
women w i t h s e c o n d a r y and h i g h e r e d u c a t i o n had l o w e r a g e s p e c i f i c f e r t i l i t y r a t e s 
t h a n t h o s e w i t h p r i m a r y or l e s s . 
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S t . L u c i a n women w i t h s e c o n d a r y and h i g h e r e d u c a t i o n , i n g e n e r a l , h a v e l o w e r 
a g e s p e c i f i c f e r t i l i t y r a t e s t h a n D o m i n i c a n women. Among t h e p r i m a r y o r l e s s 
e d u c a t e d g r o u p s i n t h e two c o u n t r i e s t h e p a t t e r n o f d i f f e r e n c e s i s i n d e t e r m i n a t e . 
D o m i n i c a n women u n d e r 3 0 y e a r s o f age h a v e h i g h e r age s p e c i f i c f e r t i l i t y r a t e s t h a n 
S t . L u c i a n and t h o s e t h i r t y y e a r s o r o l d e r h a v e l o w e r r a t e s i n D o m i n i c a . 
Shown i n T a b l e 13 i s t h e mean a g e o f t h e m o t h e r s a t t h e b i r t h o f t h e c h i l d r e n 
i n t h e y e a r b e f o r e t h e c e n s u s f o r t h e two e d u c a t i o n a l g r o u p i n g s . I n D o m i n i c a , t h e 
l o w e r e d u c a t e d women h a v e s l i g h t l y l o w e r a v e r a g e age a t c h i l d b e a r i n g i n 1 9 8 0 - 8 1 t h a n 
t h e b e t t e r e d u c a t e d o n e s . F o r S t . L u c i a i n 1 9 7 9 - 8 0 t h e b e t t e r e d u c a t e d women a r e 
somewhat y o u n g e r a t t h e b i r t h o f t h e i r c h i l d r e n t h a n t h e l e s s e d u c a t e d o n e s . The 
S t . L u c i a n a v e r a g e a g e a t c h i l d b e a r i n g i s n o t i n t h e e x p e c t e d d i r e c t i o n s w h i l e 
D o m i n i c a ' s i s . 
The e x p e c t e d r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n e d u c a t i o n and f e r t i l i t y i s p r e s e n t b u t i t i s 
n o t a p e r f e c t r e l a t i o n s h i p . We c a n c o n c l u d e , h o w e v e r , t h a t e d u c a t i o n and f e r t i l i t y 
h a v e a n e g a t i v e a s s o c i a t i o n e v e n when we use a g e s p e c i f i c r a t e s as o u r m e a s u r e o f 
f e r t i l i t y . T h e s e a g e s p e c i f i c r a t e s e s t a b l i s h h i g h e r f e r t i l i t y i n t h e y e a r b e f o r e 
t h e c e n s u s among women u n d e r age 3 0 , and l o w e r a f t e r a g e 3 0 f o r D o m i n i c a n women w i t h 
p r i m a r y and l e s s e d u c a t i o n t h a n f o r S t . L u c i a n women o f s i m i l a r age and e d u c a t i o n . 
D o m i n i c a n women w i t h s e c o n d a r y and h i g h e r e d u c a t i o n , i n a l l age g r o u p s had l o w e r a g e 
s p e c i f i c r a t e s i n t h e y e a r b e f o r e t h e c e n s u s t h a n c o m p a r a b l e S t . L u c i a n women. Age 
s p e c i f i c f e r t i l i t y r a t e s , b e c a u s e t h e y a r e p e r i o d r a t e s , a r e n o t l i k e l y t o r e f l e c t 
i n a s c l e a r a way t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n f e r t i l i t y and e d u c a t i o n a s i s t h e c a s e 
w i t h c u m u l a t i v e f e r t i l i t y t o d a t e . E v e n s o , t h e n e g a t i v e a s s o c i a t i o n b e t w e e n 
e d u c a t i o n and f e r t i l i t y i s i n d i c a t e d . 
4 . 5 AGE S P E C I F I C F E R T I L I T Y AND UNION STATUS 
The n a t u r e o f f a m i l y f o r m a t i o n p a t t e r n s i n t h e C a r i b b e a n i n g e n e r a l and i n 
p a r t i c u l a r i n t h e E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g C a r i b b e a n c o u n t r i e s h a s g i v e n r i s e t o t h e r e c o g -
n i t i o n o f u n i o n s t a t u s i n a d d i t i o n t o m a r i t a l s t a t u s . U n i o n s t a t u s i s i n t h e 
c o n t e x t o f t h i s s e c t i o n d i v i d e d i n t h r e e c a t e g o r i e s . Women who w e r e l e g a l l y m a r r i e d 
a t t h e t i m e o'f t h e c e n s u s i f t h e y a r e age 45 and y o u n g e r , and t h o s e who w e r e m a r r i e d 
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a t a g e 4 5 i f t h e y a r e 4 5 and o v e r . Women who w e r e l i v i n g w i t h a m a l e p a r t n e r i n a 
s t a b l e r e l a t i o n s h i p and n o t m a r r i e d t o h im a r e c l a s s i f i e d as common l a w . Those 
women who had a l i v e b i r t h i n t h e t w e l v e m o n t h s p r e c e d i n g t h e c e n s u s and a r e n o t 
m a r r i e d o r do n o t s h a r e a common r e s i d e n c e w i t h a m a l e p a r t n e r a r e c a t e g o r i s e d a s 
b e i n g i n a v i s i t i n g r e l a t i o n s h i p . Common l a w and v i s i t i n g s t a t u s e s , l i k e m a r r i e d 
s t a t u s , a r e a s s i g n e d a t p r e s e n t ( c e n s u s t i m e ) f o r women 4 5 y e a r s and y o u n g e r ; f o r 
t h o s e o v e r f o r t y f i v e t h e i r u n i o n s t a t u s i s t h a t w h i c h e x i s t e d a t a g e 4 5 . The k i n d 
o f u n i o n i s e x p e c t e d t o h a v e a r e l a t i o n s h i p t o f e r t i l i t y and t h a t i s b r i e f l y 
e x a m i n e d h e r e . A g a i n p e r i o d r a t e s p o s e a s p e c i a l p r o b l e m . The d e f i n i t i o n o f 
v i s i t i n g u n i o n s seems t o h a v e r e s u l t e d i n e r r o r s o f c l a s s i f i c a t i o n by t h e e n u m e r a -
t o r s and e v e n t h o u g h p r e s e n t e d h e r e i t s h o u l d be used w i t h c a u t i o n . 
U n i o n s t a t u s i s p r e s e n t e d i n T a b l e 1 4 a l o n g w i t h age s p e c i f i c f e r t i l i t y r a t e s 
i n t h e t w e l v e m o n t h s p r e c e d i n g t h e c e n s u s c o n t r o l l i n g f o r a g e a t t h e t i m e o f t h e 
c e n s u s e s . The ' o t h e r ' c a t e g o r y i s i n c l u d e d a s an a l t e r n a t i v e t o ' v i s i t i n g ' . I t 
i n c l u d e s v i s i t i n g a s w e l l a s t h o s e who n e v e r had o r no l o n g e r h a v e a h u s b a n d o r 
common- law p a r t n e r . 
Women i n v i s i t i n g u n i o n s h a v e t h e h i g h e s t a g e s p e c i f i c f e r t i l i t y r a t e s . T h e s e 
r a t e s f o r v i s i t i n g u n i o n s a r e s p e c t a c u l a r l y h i g h e r t h a n t h o s e i n common l a w and 
m a r r i e d u n i o n s . What we a r e s e e i n g h e r e i s a d e f i n i t i o n a l a r t i f a c t a n d / o r c l a s s i f i -
c a t i o n e r r o r t o a l a r g e e x t e n t . Women who had a l i v e b i r t h i n t h e t w e l v e m o n t h s 
p r e c e d i n g t h e c e n s u s and w e r e n o t i n a common l a w or m a r r i e d u n i o n a r e by d e f i n i t i o n 
i n a v i s i t i n g u n i o n . Women i n a v i s i t i n g u n i o n who d i d n o t g i v e b i r t h t o a c h i l d o r 
w e r e n o t p r e g n a n t w o u l d be m o r e l i k e l y t o be c a t e g o r i z e d a s s i n g l e . H o w e v e r , a l l 
women s h a r i n g a common r e s i d e n c e w i t h a m a l e p a r t n e r w o u l d be c l a s s i f i e d a s e i t h e r 
m a r r i e d o r common l a w d e p e n d i n g upon t h e l e g a l s t a t u s o f t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p . The 
v i s i t i n g r a t e s w o u l d h a v e b e e n l o w e r had a l l women who w e r e i n a v i s i t i n g u n i o n b e e n 
c l a s s i f i e d as one and h e n c e i n c r e a s e t h e s i z e o f t h e d e n o m i n a t o r used i n t h e 
c a l c u l a t i o n o f t h e f e r t i l i t y r a t e s . 
Common l a w women i n S t . L u c i a , i n a l l age g r o u p s , had l o w e r f e r t i l i t y i n 
1 9 7 0 - 8 0 t h a n women who w e r e m a r r i e d . T h e r e i s no c o n s i s t e n t p a t t e r n o f d i f f e r e n c e s 
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TABLE 39 
D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a : 
Age S p e c i f i c F e r t i l i t y R a t e s by U n i o n S t a t u s 
DOMINICA 1 9 8 0 - 8 1 S T . LUCIA 1 9 7 9 - 8 0 
UNION STATUS UNION STATUS 
Age 
Groups 
M a r r i e d Common 
Law 
V i s i t i n g 1 O t h e r 2 M a r r i e d Common 
Law 
V i s i t i n g 1 O t h e r 2 
1 5 - 1 9 5 8 3 3 355 683 145 381 387 835 130 
2 0 - 2 4 328 355 565 187 326 3 2 4 773 187 
2 5 - 2 9 255 224 4 2 9 167 215 2 4 0 6 9 4 159 
3 0 - 3 4 156 171 3 6 0 127 170 180 635 122 
3 5 - 3 9 95 76 2 9 4 59 125 144 573 85 
4 0 - 4 4 29 37 128 13 71 57 282 26 
TFR 7 . 2 6 . 1 1 2 . 3 3 . 5 6 . 4 6 . 7 1 9 . 0 3 . 5 
1 The f i g u r e s f o r " v i s i t i n g " a r e i n v a l i d b e c a u s e o f c l a s s i f i c a t i o n e r r o r s . 
2 The " o t h e r " c a t e g o r y i n c l u d e s women i n v i s i t i n g u n i o n s and t h o s e who no l o n g e r 
h a v e , o r n e v e r had a husband o r common-law p a r t n e r . 
^ L e s s t h a n 25 women. 
S o u r c e : 1 9 8 0 / 1 Census o f P o p u l a t i o n . 
b e t w e e n t h e f e r t i l i t y r a t e s o f m a r r i e d and common l a w women i n D o m i n i c a . The 
' o t h e r ' g r o u p had t h e l o w e s t r a t e s i n b o t h c o u n t r i e s . 
I n g e n e r a l i t may be c o n c l u d e d t h a t women i n v i s i t i n g u n i o n s h a v e h i g h e r age 
s p e c i f i c f e r t i l i t y r a t e s t h a n e i t h e r m a r r i e d women o r t h o s e i n common l a w u n i o n s i n 
S t . L u c i a and D o m i n i c a ; and m a r r i e d women age s p e c i f i c f e r t i l i t y r a t e s a r e i n 
g e n e r a l l o w e r t h a n t h o s e i n common l a w u n i o n s and ' o t h e r ' h a v e t h e l o w e s t r a t e s . 
However t h e s e r a t e s a r e r i d i c u l o u s l y h i g h e s p e c i a l l y f o r v i s i t i n g u n i o n s and t h e 
p r o b l e m s o f measurement a r e p l a y i n g a m a j o r p a r t i n t h e i n f l a t i o n o f t h e s e r a t e s . 
The a b s o l u t e s i z e s s h o u l d be i g n o r e d and a t t e n t i o n p a i d o n l y t o t h e t r e n d s 
c o n t r o l l i n g f o r a g e . These p e r i o d r a t e s a r e v e r y s e n s i t i v e t o d e f i n i t i o n a l and 
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m e a s u r e m e n t p r o b l e m s and t h e v i s i t i n g u n i o n s as d e f i n e d by t h e c e n s u s i s a good 
e x a m p l e . The ' o t h e r ' c a t e g o r y i s p r e f e r r e d i n t h i s c o n t e x t v i s - a - v i s t h e v i s i t i n q . 
4 . 6 SUMMARY - AGE S P E C I F I C F E R T I L I T Y 
The f o r e g o i n g a n a l y s e s u s i n g a g e s p e c i f i c f e r t i l i t y r a t e s s h o u l d be c o n s i d e r e d 
w i t h c a u t i o n . E x c e p t f o r some p a r t s o f T a b l e 1 1 , t h e r a t e s a r e c a l c u l a t e d f r o m 
c e n s u s e s i n s t e a d o f t h e u s u a l c o m b i n a t i o n o f b i r t h r e g i s t r a t i o n d a t a f o r t h e 
n u m e r a t o r and c e n s u s p o p u l a t i o n d a t a f o r t h e d e n o m i n a t o r . We b e l i e v e t h e two 
a p p r o a c h e s y i e l d d i f f e r e n t r e s u l t s and t h a t t h e c o n v e n t i o n a l one i s p r e f e r a b l e . The 
c e n s u s based r a t e when used i n a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h o t h e r v a r i a b l e s f r o m t h e c e n s u s 
r a i s e s p r o b l e m s o f t h e k i n d we e n c o u n t e r e d w i t h u n i o n s t a t u s a b o v e . Under r e p o r t i n g 
o f b i r t h s i s l i k e l y worse i n t h e c e n s u s t h a n i n v i t a l r e g i s t r a t i o n due i n p a r t t o 
p r o b l e m s o f memory, and e x c l u s i o n s . 
The d a t a on d i f f e r e n t i a l s by e d u c a t i o n and u n i o n s t a t u s w e r e a v a i l a b l e o n l y 
f r o m t h e most r e c e n t c e n s u s . The b i r t h s i n a y e a r a r e u n l i k e l y t o c a p t u r e t h e f u l l 
e s s e n c e o f t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p s b e t w e e n f e r t i l i t y and e d u c a t i o n o r u n i o n s t a t u s . T h e s e 
t w o a c h i e v e d s o c i a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s w i l l have more i m p l i c a t i o n s f o r a c o h o r t r a t e 
t h a n f o r a p e r i o d o n e . A p e r i o d r a t e i s l i k e l y t o be c a p t u r i n g t h e t i m i n g o f e v e n t s 
w i t h o u t r e f l e c t i n g on t h e o v e r a l l o u t c o m e . 
4 . 7 SOME OTHER MEASURES OF F E R T I L I T Y 
T h r e e measures o f f e r t i l i t y a r e b r i e f l y e x a m i n e d i n t h i s s e c t i o n . The t o t a l 
f e r t i l i t y r a t e has a l r e a d y been used b u t i s i n c l u d e d h e r e a l s o . The g e n e r a l f e r t i l -
i t y r a t e may be d e f i n e d as t h e number o f b i r t h s p e r 1 , 0 0 0 women o f c h i l d b e a r i n g 
a g e . The t o t a l f e r t i l i t y r a t e i s t h e sum o f t h e age s p e c i f i c f e r t i l i t y r a t e s . I t 
c a n be seen as t h e c o m p l e t e d f e r t i l i t y o f a s y n t h e t i c c o h o r t o f women. The g r o s s 
r e p r o d u c t i o n r a t e i s a s p e c i a l c a s e o f t h e t o t a l f e r t i l i t y r a t e . The g r o s s 
r e p r o d u c t i o n r a t e m e a s u r e s t h e number o f d a u g h t e r s a s y n t h e t i c c o h o r t o f women w i l l 
h a v e . 
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TABLE 39 
D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a : 
G e n e r a l F e r t i l i t y R a t e ( G F R ) , T o t a l F e r t i l i t y R a t e (TFR) and Gross R e p r o d u c t i o n R a t e 
(GRR) f o r 1 9 6 0 , 1 9 7 0 and 1 9 8 0 . 
DOMINICA S T . LUCIA 
G e n e r a l 
F e r t i l i t y 
R a t e 
T o t a l 
F e r t i l i t y 
R a t e 
Gross 
R e p r o d u c t i o n 
R a t e 
G e n e r a l 
F e r t i l i t y 
R a t e 
T o t a l 
F e r t i l i t y 
R a t e 
Gross 
R e p r o d u c t i o n 
R a t e 
1 9 6 0 2 3 0 6 . 2 3 . 0 229 6 . 9 3 . 3 
1 9 7 0 2 1 0 6 . 6 3 . 2 2 2 4 6 . 8 3 . 3 
1 9 8 0 — 4 . 2 2 . 0 150 4 . 0 1 . 9 
The g e n e r a l f e r t i l i t y r a t e o f T a b l e 15 g i v e s f u r t h e r e v i d e n c e o f t h e d e c l i n e i n 
f e r t i l i t y b e t w e e n 1 9 6 0 and 1 9 8 0 i n D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a . The t o t a l f e r t i l i t y r a t e 
as was seen b e f o r e p r e s e n t s g e n e r a l l y t h e same p i c t u r e o f a d e c l i n i n g f e r t i l i t y i n 
t h e t w o s o c i e t i e s u n d e r s t u d y . The g r o s s r e p r o d u c t i o n r a t e l e n d s f u r t h e r s u p p o r t . 
F e r t i l i t y has d e c l i n e d s i g n i f i c a n t l y i n S t . L u c i a and D o m i n i c a be tween 1 9 6 0 and 
1 9 8 0 . These more r e f i n e d f e r t i l i t y m e a s u r e s i n c o m p a r i s o n w i t h t h e c r u d e b i r t h 
r a t e s do n o t show D o m i n i c a ' s r a t e o f f e r t i l i t y d e c l i n e t o be t h a t much more 
i m p r e s s i v e t h a n S t . L u c i a ' s and t h e i r c u r r e n t f e r t i l i t y l e v e l s a r e v e r y c l o s e t o 
e a c h o t h e r as seen by t h e s e more r e f i n e d m e a s u r e s . 
4 . 8 AVERAGE NUMBER OF L I V E BIRTHS AND AGE 
The number o f c h i l d r e n e v e r b o r n t o d a t e i s p a r t l y a f u n c t i o n o f t h e age o f t h e 
woman. Changes i n f e r t i l i t y o v e r t i m e can be seen by e x a m i n i n g t h e d i s t r i b u t i o n o f 
t h i s c u r r e n t f e r t i l i t y a t d i f f e r e n t p o i n t s i n t i m e . A t a p o i n t i n t i m e i t i s a l s o 
p o s s i b l e t o compare t h e a v e r a g e number o f l i v e b i r t h s t o d a t e , c o n t r o l l i n g f o r a g e , 
f o r t w o o r more p o p u l a t i o n s . The c o m p a r i s o n s f o r women s t i l l i n t h e c h i l d b e a r i n g 
age a r e r e v e a l i n g o n l y i n t h e tempo o r t i m i n g o f b i r t h s . T h i s t i m i n g o f b i r t h s has 
i m p l i c a t i o n s f o r p e r i o d m e a s u r e s o f f e r t i l i t y . However , f o r i m p a c t s on f a m i l y 
s i z e s , and on t h e t o t a l p o p u l a t i o n o f t h e s o c i e t y t h e number o f l i v e b i r t h s a woman 
e v e n t u a l l y h a s i s more t e l l i n g . Women who a r e s t i l l i n t h e c h i l d b e a r i n g ages c a n 
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s p e e d up the rate of h a v i n g c h i l d r e n b y s h o r t e n i n g t h e i n t e r v a l s b e t w e e n b i r t h s o r 
t h e y c a n t e r m i n a t e c h i l d b e a r i n g w h i c h t h e n w o u l d make c u r r e n t f e r t i l i t y c o m p l e t e d 
f e r t i l i t y . C o m p a r i s o n s o f t h e number o f c h i l d r e n e v e r b o r n t o women a g e 4 5 a n d 
o v e r , i s a c o m p a r i s o n o f c o m p l e t e d f e r t i l i t y and c a n o v e r t i m e r e v e a l c h a n g e s i n 
family size. 
I n T a b l e 1 6 i s p r e s e n t e d t h e a v e r a g e number o f l i v e b i r t h s t o women i n D o m i n i c a 
a n d S t . L u c i a a t t h e t i m e o f t h e t w o m o s t r e c e n t c e n s u s e s . C o m p a r a b l e d a t a f r o m t h e 
1 9 6 0 c e n s u s w e r e u n a v a i l a b l e . I n 1 9 7 0 , f o r e a c h a g e g r o u p , t h e a v e r a g e number o f 
l i v e b i r t h s i n D o m i n i c a was g r e a t e r t h a n t h a t i n S t . L u c i a . F o r D o m i n i c a i n 1 9 8 1 
a n d S t . L u c i a i n 1 9 8 0 t h e p a t t e r n i s n o t a s c o n s i s t e n t a n d c l e a r . F o r t h e t e e n a g e 
c o h o r t i n 1 9 8 0 / 8 1 D o m i n i c a ' s a v e r a g e i s s l i g h t l y h i g h e r . F o r t h e a g e g r o u p s 2 0 - 3 9 , 
S t . L u c i a ' s n u m b e r s o f c h i l d r e n e v e r b o r n a r e h i g h e r . The a g e g r o u p s 4 0 - 6 4 i n 
1 9 8 0 / 8 1 show no c o n s i s t e n t p a t t e r n o f d i f f e r e n c e s b e t w e e n D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a . 
T h e p e r i o d b i r t h r a t e d i f f e r e n c e s o f t h e p a s t , s e e n i n e a r l i e r s e c t i o n s , c o n t r i b u t e 
t o t h e p a t t e r n s s e e n i n T a b l e 1 6 . 
T h e i n c r e a s e s i n t h e c r u d e b i r t h r a t e s e v i d e n c e d e a r l i e r m a n i f e s t t h e m s e l v e s i n 
t h e h i g h e r c o m p l e t e d f e r t i l i t y r a t e s s e e n among t h e women 4 5 y e a r s a n d o l d e r i n 
1 9 8 0 / 8 1 . T h e c h a n g e a r o u n d s e e n i n t h e c r u d e b i r t h r a t e s f o r D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a 
c a n b e s e e n a l s o i n t h e a v e r a g e n u m b e r o f l i v e b i r t h s f o r t h e a g e g r o u p s i n 1 9 7 0 a n d 
1 9 8 0 / 8 1 . 
T h e f r e q u e n t l y o c c u r r i n g p h e n o m e n o n o f l o w e r c o m p l e t e d f e r t i l i t y f o r t h e o l d e s t 
a g e c o h o r t s c o m p a r e d t o t h o s e r e c e n t l y e x i t i n g t h e c h i l d b e a r i n g a g e s c a n be s e e n i n 
T a b l e 1 6 . O l d e r women a r e m o r e l i k e l y t h a n y o u n g e r o n e s t o f o r g e t l i v e b i r t h s t h a t 
d i e d i n e a r l y i n f a n c y , o r t h e a d u l t a t home at c e n s u s t i m e m a k i n g t h e r e p o r t i s l e s s 
l i k e l y t o know a b o u t a l l t h e l i v e b i r t h s o f t h e o l d e r women t h a n t h e y w o u l d o f t h e 
r e l a t i v e l y y o u n g e r m o t h e r s . On t h e o t h e r hand s i n c e t h e l o w e r f e r t i l i t y i s s e e n 
o n l y among women 5 0 y e a r s a n d o l d e r i t may be a m a n i f e s t a t i o n o f l o w e r f e r t i l i t y i n 
t h e d e p r e s s i o n y e a r s o f t h e l a t t e r p a r t o f t h e 1 9 2 0 s and e a r l y p a r t o f t h e 1 9 3 0 s . 
The h i g h e r f e r t i l i t y o f t h e women u n d e r 5 0 may be a r e f l e c t i o n o f h i g h e r p o s t W o r l d 
War I I f e r t i l i t y ( t h e baby b o o m ) . 
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T A B L E 39 
D o m i n i c a a n d S t . L u c i a : 
A v e r a g e N u m b e r o f C h i l d r e n E v e r B o r n 
b y t h e P r e s e n t A g e o f t h e Women 
D O M I N I C A S T . L U C I A 
P r e s e n t A g e 1 9 7 0 1 9 8 1 1 9 7 0 1 9 8 0 
1 5 - 1 9 0 . 3 5 0 . 3 4 0 . 2 4 0 . 3 0 
2 0 - 2 4 1 . 6 1 1 . 1 3 1 . 5 4 1 . 2 6 
2 5 - 2 9 3 . 4 8 2 . 2 5 3 . 1 7 2 . 5 0 
3 0 - 3 4 4 . 9 3 3 . 5 2 4 . 5 5 3 . 8 4 
3 5 - 3 9 5 . 9 0 4 . 6 2 5 . 5 7 4 . 9 8 
4 0 - 4 4 6 . 1 3 5 . 8 0 5 . 6 5 5 . 7 4 
4 5 - 4 9 5 . 6 0 6 . 1 2 5 . 5 2 6 . 1 3 
5 0 - 5 4 5 . 2 5 6 . 0 6 5 . 0 0 5 . 9 0 
5 5 - 5 9 4 . 7 5 5 . 1 8 4 . 6 9 5 . 4 9 
6 0 - 6 4 4 . 7 3 5 . 0 2 4 . 4 8 4 . 9 0 
6 5 + NA 4 . 4 9 NA 4 . 5 1 
NA = N o t A v a i l a b l e 
S o u r c e s : 1 9 7 0 a n d 1 9 8 1 / 1 C e n s u s e s o f P o p u l a t i o n . 
Comple ted f e r t i l i t y a s measured by c h i l d r e n e v e r born i s h i g h i n b o t h S t . L u c i a 
and D o m i n i c a . H o w e v e r , a v e r a g e f a m i l y s i z e s as measured by s u r v i v i n g c h i l d r e n a r e 
no d o u b t s m a l l e r t h a n c o m p l e t e d f e r t i l i t y because of d e p l e t i o n due t o h i g h i n f a n t 
m o r t a l i t y i n t h e p a s t . The women who a r e c u r r e n t l y ( 1 9 8 0 / 1 ) i n t h e age g r o u p s a t 
t h e end of t h e c h i l d b e a r i n g p e r i o d ( 4 5 - 4 9 ) have h i g h e r l e v e l s of c o m p l e t e d f e r t i l i t y 
t h a n t h o s e who have r e c e n t l y passed t h r o u g h t h e c h i l d b e a r i n g p e r i o d ( 5 0 - 5 4 ) and 
t h e i r f a m i l y s i z e s a r e l i k e l y t o be l a r g e r because of l o w e r i n f a n t and c h i l d m o r t a l -
i t y d u r i n g t h e p e r i o d o f t h e i r c h i l d b e a r i n g . Of c o u r s e one c a n n o t r u l e o u t t h e 
p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t t h e s e d i f f e r e n c e s a r e more a p p a r e n t t h a n r e a l . 
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4 . 9 AVERAGE NUMBER OF CHILDREN EVER BORN AND EDUCATION 
The r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n c u m u l a t i v e f e r t i l i t y a t t h e t i m e o f t h e 1 9 7 0 and 
1 9 8 0 / 8 1 c e n s u s e s and e d u c a t i o n t a k i n g i n t o c o n s i d e r a t i o n t h e age o f t h e women a t t h e 
t i m e i s e x a m i n e d i n t h i s s e c t i o n . I t was a r g u e d i n a p r e v i o u s s e c t i o n t h a t t h i s 
m e a s u r e o f f e r t i l i t y has a much g r e a t e r l i k e l i h o o d of c a p t u r i n g t h e e s s e n c e of t h e 
r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n n a t a l i t y and e d u c a t i o n . I n s p i t e o f t h i s , one c a n n o t d i s c o u n t 
t h e e f f e c t s o f t h e t i m i n g o f b i r t h s among t h o s e women s t i l l i n t h e c h i l d b e a r i n g 
a g e s . I t i s n o t p o s s i b l e , i n t h e c a s e o f t h e s e women, t o d i s c o u n t b e h a v i o u r r e l a t e d 
t o s p a c i n g and s t o p p i n g o f b i r t h s . So a t l e a s t f o r t h o s e women s t i l l i n t h e c h i l d -
b e a r i n g a g e s , d i f f e r e n c e s i n f e r t i l i t y by e d u c a t i o n a l c l a s s i f i c a t i o n may i n p a r t be 
due t o t h e d i f f e r e n t i a l t i m i n g o f b i r t h s among e d u c a t i o n a l a c h i e v e m e n t g r o u p s . We 
c a n h o w e v e r , d i s c o u n t t h i s among women 4 5 y e a r s o f a g e and o v e r e v e n t h o u g h d i f f e r -
e n t i a l s i n b i r t h i n t e r v a l s may be r e l a t e d t o e d u c a t i o n and h e n c e i s a c o n f o u n d i n g 
v a r i a b l e . B u t o u r t a s k h e r e i s n o t t o i n v e s t i g a t e t h e p a t h s t h r o u g h w h i c h e d u c a t i o n 
makes i t s i m p a c t on f e r t i l i t y . 
The e d u c a t i o n a l c a t e g o r i e s u s e d i n t h e 1 9 7 0 Census a r e d i f f e r e n t f r o m t h o s e o f 
t h e 1 9 8 0 / 8 1 C e n s u s . I n s t e a d o f f o r c i n g a c o n g r u e n c e , t h e two t i m e p e r i o d s a r e k e p t 
s e p a r a t e and t h e d a t a a r e p r e s e n t e d i n T a b l e s 17 and 1 8 . The more d e t a i l e d c a t e g o r -
i z a t i o n o f T a b l e 17 c r e a t e s a p r o b l e m o f s m a l l c e l l s i z e s i n t h e c a s e o f D o m i n i c a . 
I n T a b l e 1 8 , i t c a n be seen t h a t e d u c a t i o n a l a c h i e v e m e n t s h a v e b e e n made c o m p a r e d t o 
1 9 7 0 ; s o now we h a v e a p r o b l e m o f s m a l l numbers w i t h t h e l e s s t h a n p r i m a r y e d u c a t i o n 
g r o u p , e s p e c i a l l y i n D o m i n i c a , and t h e s e c o n d a r y and a b o v e g r o u p s among women 
4 5 - 6 4 . C a u t i o n i s w a r r a n t e d when d r a w i n g c o n c l u s i o n s b a s e d on t h e s e t a b l e s b e c a u s e 
o f t h i s p r o b l e m o f s m a l l s u b s a m p l e s . 
I n g e n e r a l , t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n e d u c a t i o n and f e r t i l i t y i s n e g a t i v e i n 
S t . L u c i a i n 1 9 7 0 , t a k i n g p r e s e n t a g e i n t o c o n s i d e r a t i o n . W i t h i n e a c h a g e g r o u p i n 
S t . L u c i a i n 1 9 7 0 , t h e l o w e r t h e e d u c a t i o n t h e h i g h e r t h e number o f c h i l d r e n e v e r 
b o r n . The d i f f e r e n c e s i n t h e a v e r a g e number o f c h i l d r e n e v e r b o r n by y e a r s o f 
e d u c a t i o n among S t . L u c i a n women i n 1 9 7 0 w i t h f i v e or f e w e r y e a r s o f e d u c a t i o n a r e 
q u i t e s m a l l b u t i n t h e e x p e c t e d d i r e c t i o n o f a n e g a t i v e r e l a t i o n s h i p . Those women 
w i t h s i x y e a r s o f e d u c a t i o n h a v e s i g n i f i c a n t l y s m a l l e r a v e r a g e numbers o f c h i l d r e n 
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e v e r b o r n t h a n t h o s e w i t h f i v e o r l e s s ( i n S t . L u c i a i n 1 9 7 0 ) . Women w i t h s e v e n o r 
m o r e y e a r s o f e d u c a t i o n i n t u r n h a v e s m a l l e r a v e r a g e number o f l i v e b i r t h s t h a n 
t h o s e w i t h s i x o r f e w e r y e a r s . I t w o u l d seem t h a t i n t h e c a s e o f S t . L u c i a i n 1 9 7 0 , 
e v e n t h o u g h a m o d e r a t e m e a s u r e o f n e g a t i v e a s s o c i a t i o n e x i s t s b e t w e e n f e r t i l i t y and 
e d u c a t i o n , c o n t r o l l i n g f o r a g e , t h e r e a l l y o b v i o u s d i f f e r e n c e s e x i s t i n c u m u l a t i v e 
f e r t i l i t y among women w i t h 5 o r f e w e r y e a r s o f e d u c a t i o n , 6 y e a r s , and 7 y e a r s . I t 
r e q u i r e s , a t l e a s t 6 y e a r s o f e d u c a t i o n i n o r d e r f o r e d u c a t i o n a l a c h i e v e m e n t s t o 
h a v e an i m p a c t on f e r t i l i t y . 
The o v e r a l l D o m i n i c a n a v e r a g e number of c h i l d r e n e v e r b o r n , a s shown i n T a b l e 
17 f o r t h e c e n s u s p o p u l a t i o n o f 1 9 7 0 , i s n e g a t i v e l y a s s o c i a t e d w i t h e d u c a t i o n . The 
d e t a i l e d a g e - e d u c a t i o n b r e a k d o w n p r e s e n t s a v e r y b l u r r e d p i c t u r e of t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p 
b e t w e e n e d u c a t i o n and f e r t i l i t y i n D o m i n i c a . P e r h a p s t h e r e a s o n f o r t h i s i n d e t e r -
m i n a n c y i s i n p a r t t h e p r o b l e m o f s m a l l subsamples a n d / o r t h e l o w e r f e r t i l i t y i s 
more homogenous a c r o s s t h e s u b g r o u p s . Even u s i n g t h e e n t i r e p o p u l a t i o n o f D o m i n i c a 
i n 1 9 7 0 one r u n s i n t o s m a l l numbers i n t h e c e l l s o f a n 8 x 11 c r o s s c l a s s i f i c a t i o n . 
H o w e v e r , i t i s p o s s i b l e t o c o n c l u d e t h a t i n D o m i n i c a as i n S t . L u c i a t h e a v e r a g e 
number o f c h i l d r e n e v e r born i s n e g a t i v e l y a s s o c i a t e d w i t h e d u c a t i o n . A l s o we c a n 
c o n c l u d e t h a t t h e c r u c i a l t u r n i n g p o i n t i n e d u c a t i o n a l a c h i e v e m e n t i n so f a r as i t s 
e f f e c t s on f e r t i l i t y i s f e l t comes w i t h s i x o r more y e a r s o f s c h o o l i n g . 
I n 1 9 7 0 , t h e numbers o f c h i l d r e n e v e r b o r n t o women w i t h i n t h e d i f f e r e n t e d u c a -
t i o n a l c a t e g o r i e s a r e h i g h e r i n D o m i n i c a t h a n i n S t . L u c i a . The d e t a i l e d b r e a k d o w n 
by age does n o t a f f o r d a r e a d y g e n e r a l i z a t i o n on t h e n a t u r e o f t h e d i f f e r e n c e s 
b e t w e e n D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a . H o w e v e r , we can s a y , t h a t t h e a v e r a g e numbers o f 
l i v e b i r t h s i n 1 9 7 0 f o r women w i t h f i v e o r more y e a r s o f e d u c a t i o n , t a k i n g age i n t o 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n a r e h i g h e r f o r D o m i n i c a t h a n S t . L u c i a and t h a t t h e s e d i f f e r e n c e s a r e 
q u i t e s u b s t a n t i a l b e t w e e n women w i t h 6 y e a r s o f e d u c a t i o n i n t h e two c o u n t r i e s and 
e v e n more so b e t w e e n t h o s e w i t h s e v e n o r more y e a r s o f e d u c a t i o n . 
By 1 9 8 0 / 1 ( T a b l e 1 8 ) t h e t u r n a r o u n d i n t h e p e r i o d r a t e s s e e n e a r l i e r b e t w e e n 
D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a b e g i n t o show up i n t h e c o h o r t r a t e s ( a v e r a g e number o f l i v e 
b i r t h s p e r f i v e y e a r a g e c o h o r t s o f women) . D o m i n i c a n women w i t h l e s s t h a n p r i m a r y 
e d u c a t i o n h a v e had s m a l l e r a v e r a g e numbers o f l i v e b i r t h s t h a n S t . L u c i a n women. 
TABLE 39 
D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a : 
A v e r a g e Number o f C h i l d r e n E v e r Born 
by Age o f M o t h e r a t P r e s e n t ( 1 9 7 0 ) and E d u c a t i o n . 
Women 1 4 - 6 4 Y e a r s o f Age and Not A t t e n d i n g S c h o o l 
ST. LUCIA 
* EDUCATION 
P r e s e n t 
Age o f 7 o r More 
M o t h e r None 1 Y e a r 2 Y e a r s 3 Y e a r s 4 Y e a r s 5 Y e a r s 6 Y e a r s Y e a r s 
14 0 . 1 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 1 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 1 
1 5 - 1 9 0 . 5 0 . 7 0 . 5 0 . 4 0 . 4 0 . 4 0 . 2 0 . 2 
2 0 - 2 4 2 . 1 2 . 4 2 . 1 2 . 2 2 . 0 1 . 8 1 . 3 0 . 6 
2 5 - 2 9 3 . 9 3 . 9 3 . 9 3 . 7 3 . 3 3 . 5 2 . 7 1 . 7 
3 0 - 3 4 5 . 4 4 . 3 4 . 6 4 . 8 5 . 0 4 . 5 4 . 3 2 . 7 
3 5 - 3 9 6 . 3 6 . 3 5 . 9 5 . 8 5 . 8 5 . 5 5 . 0 3 . 8 
4 0 - 4 4 6 . 2 7 . 1 6 . 1 5 . 9 5 . 7 5 . 3 5 . 1 3 . 1 
4 5 - 4 9 6 . 3 5 . 9 5 . 9 6 . 1 5 . 5 5 . 3 4 . 7 2 . 8 
5 0 - 5 4 5 . 8 5 . 1 5 . 9 5 . 3 5 . 0 4 . 6 4 . 0 2 . 7 
5 5 - 5 9 5 . 8 5 . 2 4 . 4 4 . 6 5 . 2 4 . 4 3 . 1 2 . 6 
6 0 - 6 4 5 . 4 5 . 1 4 . 8 5 . 2 4 . 6 4 . 4 3 . 0 2 . 1 
T o t a l 5 . 3 5 . 0 4 . 5 4 . 3 3 . 8 3 . 1 2 . 4 1 . 5 
DOMINICA 
14 0 . 0 1 _ 0 . 0 1 _ 0 . 0 1 0 . 1 1 0 . 1 1 0 . 1 1 
1 5 - 1 9 0 . 1 1 O.O 1 2 . 0 1 0 . 6 1 0 . 6 0 . 5 0 . 3 0 . 3 
2 0 - 2 4 1 . 4 2 . 0 1 2 . 7 I 2 . 3 I 1 . 8 1 . 9 2 . 0 1 . 5 
2 5 - 2 9 2 . 7 1 4 . 8 1 4 . 6 1 3 . 8 1 3 . 7 4 . 0 3 . 9 3 . 4 
3 0 - 3 4 5 . 0 3 . 4 I 5 . 1 1 5 . 7 I 4 . 9 5 . 6 4 . 8 4 . 9 
3 5 - 3 9 6 . 3 8 . 0 1 7 . 6 6 . 9 6 . 6 6 . 5 6 . 0 5 . 7 
4 0 - 4 4 6 . 0 7 . 3 I 7 . 1 1 6 . 8 7 . 1 7 . 2 5 . 9 6 . 0 
4 5 - 4 9 4 . 8 8 . 5 I 5 . 3 I 5 . 6 6 . 0 6 . 1 5 . 7 5 . 6 
5 0 - 5 4 5 . 6 7 . 1 1 4 . 8 4 . 6 5 . 8 5 . 2 5 . 0 5 . 2 
5 5 - 5 9 5 . 8 5 . 4 I 5 . 4 5 . 6 4 . 3 5 . 0 5 . 3 4 . 4 
6 0 - 6 4 5 . 4 5 . 0 1 4 . 4 6 . 0 4 . 8 5 . 2 4 . 4 4 . 5 
T o t a l 5 . 2 6 . 2 5 . 4 5 . 2 4 . 9 4 . 8 4 . 1 3 . 4 
- No Women i n t h i s c e l l 
1 Number o f Women l e s s t h a n 2 5 
S o u r c e : C a l c u l a t e d f r o m 1 9 7 0 P o p u l a t i o n Census o f t h e Commonwealth C a r i b b e a n Volume 
8 : Census R e s e a r c h Programme, U n i v e r s i t y o f t h e West I n d i e s , Mona, ^Jamaica. 
5 2 
D o m i n i c a n women u n d e r a g e 4 5 w i t h p r i m a r y e d u c a t i o n h a v e s l i g h t l y f e w e r l i v e b i r t h s 
t h a n S t . L u c i a n women w h i l e t h o s e who a r e 4 5 y e a r s and o l d e r h a v e s l i g h t l y h i g h e r 
l e v e l s o f c o m p l e t e d o r n e a r c o m p l e t e d f e r t i l i t y . The y o u n g e r D o m i n i c a n women a r e 
t h e o n e s e f f e c t i n g t h e t u r n a r o u n d i n t h e p e r i o d r a t e s and o n l y t i m e w i l l t e l l i f i t 
i s a t i m i n g phenomenon. I n e i t h e r c a s e t h e d i f f e r e n c e s i n a v e r a g e number o f l i v e 
b i r t h s f o r t h e same age c o h o r t s o f women i n t h e t w o p o p u l a t i o n s a r e q u i t e s m a l l . 
T u r n i n g t o a c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f t h e f e r t i l i t y o f women w i t h s e c o n d a r y and a b o v e 
e d u c a t i o n we f i n d t h a t among women u n d e r 35 y e a r s o f a g e t h e r e i s h a r d l y any d i f f e r -
e n c e i n c u m u l a t i v e f e r t i l i t y b e t w e e n t h e two i s l a n d s . H o w e v e r , women 35 y e a r s and 
o l d e r w i t h s e c o n d a r y and a b o v e e d u c a t i o n i n D o m i n i c a h a v e h i g h e r a v e r a g e numbers o f 
l i v e b i r t h s t h a n t h e i r S t . L u c i a n c o u n t e r p a r t s . 
I n summary , up t o 1 9 7 0 D o m i n i c a ' s c u m u l a t i v e f e r t i l i t y was h i q h e r f o r t h e 
d i f f e r e n t e d u c a t i o n a l g r o u p s b u t by 1 9 8 0 / 8 1 t h e y o u n g e r D o m i n i c a n women and t h o s e 
w i t h l e s s t h a n p r i m a r y e d u c a t i o n h a v e had l o w e r numbers o f l i v e b i r t h s t h a n t h e i r 
S t . L u c i a n c o u n t e r p a r t s . O l d e r p r i m a r y e d u c a t e d women and t h o s e w i t h s e c o n d a r y 
e d u c a t i o n i n 1 9 8 1 i n D o m i n i c a had h i g h e r a v e r a g e numbers o f l i v e b i r t h s t h a n t h e 
S t . L u c i a n women o f s i m i l a r a g e and e d u c a t i o n i n 1 9 8 0 . The t u r n a r o u n d i n f e r t i l i t y 
w h i c h shows D o m i n i c a ' s p e r i o d r a t e s a s l o w e r t h a n t h o s e o f S t . L u c i a i s s h o w i n g up 
i n t h e c u m u l a t i v e r a t e s as o f 1 9 8 0 / 1 . 
I n T a b l e 18 i f we c o n f i n e our a t t e n t i o n o n l y t o c e l l s based on a t l e a s t 1 0 0 
women, t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n f e r t i l i t y and e d u c a t i o n e m e r g e s as n e g a t i v e and 
h e n c e i n t h e e x p e c t e d d i r e c t i o n . Women i n b o t h S t . L u c i a a n d D o m i n i c a h a v e l o w e s t 
l e v e l s o f c u m u l a t i v e f e r t i l i t y up t o 1 9 8 0 i f t h e y h a v e had s e c o n d a r y and h i g h e r 
e d u c a t i o n . I n S t . L u c i a a n d D o m i n i c a as e l s e w h e r e women w i t h s e c o n d a r y and a b o v e 
e d u c a t i o n a r e l i k e l y t o h a v e l o w e r c o m p l e t e d f e r t i l i t y t h a n t h o s e w i t h p r i m a r y and 
l e s s . 
4 . 1 0 CHILDREN EVER BORN AND UNION STATUS 
F a m i l y f o r m a t i o n p a t t e r n s i n t h e E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n q C a r i b b e a n c o u n t r i e s a r e q u i t e 
c o m p l e x . I n t h i s s e c t i o n we c a p t u r e o n l y one a s p e c t of t h i s s o c i a l phenomenon, t h a t 
i s , t h e c u r r e n t u n i o n s t a t u s o f women 4 5 y e a r s and y o u n g e r and t h e u n i o n s t a t u s t h a t 
TABLE 39 
D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a : 
A v e r a g e Number o f C h i l d r e n E v e r Born 
by P r e s e n t Age o f M o t h e r ( 1 9 8 0 / 8 1 ) and E d u c a t i o n 




P r i m a r y P r i m a r y 
S e c o n d a r y 
and Above 
L e s s Than 
P r i m a r y P r i m a r y 
S e c o n d a r y 
and Above 
1 5 - 1 9 0 . 3 3 0 . 3 0 . 3 0 . 3 * 0 . 3 0 . 2 
2 0 - 2 4 0 . 7 3 1 . 3 0 . 7 1 . 5 * 1 . 5 0 . 8 
2 5 - 2 9 2 . 2 2 2 . 6 1 . 4 2 . 8 * 2 . 8 1 . 3 
3 0 - 3 4 3 . 7 3 3 . 8 2 . 1 4 . 4 4 . 1 2 . 0 
3 5 - 3 9 4 . 4 3 4 . 9 3 . 4 5 . 8 5 . 1 2 . 5 
4 0 - 4 4 5 . 4 * 6 . 0 4 . 8 7 . 0 5 . 7 3 . 1 
4 5 - 4 9 6 . 7 * 6 . 2 5 . 0 7 . 1 6 . 1 3 . 3 * 
5 0 - 5 4 6 . 3 * 6 . 2 5 . 1 * 6 . 5 5 . 9 2 . 7 * 
5 5 - 5 9 5 . 2 * 5 . 4 3 . 7 * 6 . 0 5 . 5 2 . 9 * 
6 0 - 6 4 4 . 1 5 . 3 3 . 1 * 5 . 5 4 . 8 2 . 5 * 
6 5 and 
o v e r 5 . 2 4 . 4 3 . 5 5 . 4 4 . 2 2 . 0 
A l l Ages 4 . 7 3 . 7 1 . 7 5 . 6 3 . 5 1 . 0 
2 Less t h a n 25 women 
3 L e s s t h a n 5 0 women 
* Less t h a n 1 0 0 women 
S o u r c e : 1 9 8 0 / 1 Census o f P o p u l a t i o n . 
e x i s t e d a t a g e 45 f o r t h o s e o v e r 4 5 y e a r s of a g e . The i n s t a b i l i t y a s s o c i a t e d w i t h 
t h e u n i o n f o r m a t i o n i s s a i d t o a f f e c t f e r t i l i t y . I n T a b l e s 19 and 2 0 we p r e s e n t t h e 
c u m u l a t i v e f e r t i l i t y s i t u a t i o n s a t t h e two most r e c e n t c e n s u s e s w i t h r e s p e c t t o t h e 
age o f t h e women a t t h o s e two p o i n t s i n t i m e and t h e i r u n i o n s t a t u s e s as d e s c r i b e d 
a b o v e . 
5 4 
M a r r i e d women and women i n common law and v i s i t i n g u n i o n s , i n b o t h 1 9 7 0 and 
1 9 8 0 / 1 , who a r e u n d e r t h e age o f 35 h a v e s i m i l a r l e v e l s o f c u m u l a t i v e f e r t i l i t y i n 
b o t h S t . L u c i a and D o m i n i c a ( T a b l e s 1 9 and 2 0 ) . M a r r i e d women a t t h e two c e n s u s 
t i m e s i n D o m i n i c a a n d S t . L u c i a h a v e h i g h e r c o m p l e t e d f e r t i l i t y l e v e l s t h a n common 
l a w women. T h e r e a r e none or v e r y f e w women i n v i s i t i n g u n i o n s a f t e r age 45 i n 
t h e s e two s o c i e t i e s . Where t h e y a r e as can be seen i n T a b l e 2 0 , s u b j e c t t o r a n d o m 
v a r i a t i o n s due t o s m a l l n u m b e r s , i t w o u l d seem t h a t t h e i r c o m p l e t e d f e r t i l i t y l e v e l s 
a r e l o w e r t h a n t h o s e o f women i n common law and m a r r i e d u n i o n s . 
I n g e n e r a l i t w o u l d seem t h a t t h e r e i s no c l e a r p a t t e r n among t h e t h r e e u n i o n 
t y p e s f o r women i n t h e c h i l d b e a r i n g a g e s . The t i m i n g of b i r t h s w i t h i n t h e d i f f e r e n t 
u n i o n t y p e s and t h e c h a n g i n g o f women among u n i o n s t a t u s e s a r e l i k e l y t o be 
c o n f o u n d i n g f a c t o r s . H o w e v e r , f o r women who have c o m p l e t e d t h e i r c h i l d b e a r i n g t h o s e 
i n m a r r i e d u n i o n s h a v e had t h e h i q h e s t l e v e l s o f f e r t i l i t y f o l l o w e d by t h o s e i n 
common l a w u n i o n s and t h e s m a l l g r o u p s o f women i n v i s i t i n g u n i o n s t h e f e w e s t number 
o f c h i l d r e n e v e r b o r n . 
From T a b l e s 19 a n d 2 0 , we can c o n c l u d e t h a t women c l a s s i f i e d as n e v e r h a v i n g a 
h u s b a n d o r p a r t n e r ( e v e r s i n g l e women and t h o s e f o r m e r l y i n v i s i t i n g u n i o n s ) h a v e 
t h e l o w e s t c u r r e n t as w e l l as c o m p l e t e d l e v e l s o f f e r t i l i t y . Women who were o n c e 
m a r r i e d and t h o s e who once had a p a r t n e r , b u t a t t h e t i m e o f t h e c e n s u s e s had n o n e , 
have had l e v e l s o f c o m p l e t e d f e r t i l i t y n o t u n l i k e t h o s e o f women who a r e m a r r i e d o r 
i n common l a w u n i o n s . I f t h e y a r e i n t h e c h i l d b e a r i n g ages t h e i r c u m u l a t i v e f e r t i l -
i t y l e v e l s a r e r e l a t i v e l y low c o m p a r e d t o t h o s e women l i v i n g w i t h a p a r t n e r . 
I n 1 9 7 0 , t h e f e r t i l i t y l e v e l s o f t h e women i n t h e c h i l d b e a r i n g a q e s a r e f a i r l y 
s i m i l a r a c r o s s t h e d i f f e r e n t u n i o n s t a t u s e s . H o w e v e r , women who have c o m p l e t e d 
t h e i r c h i l d b e a r i n g h a v e h i g h e r l e v e l s o f f e r t i l i t y i n D o m i n i c a t h a n i n S t . L u c i a . 
By 1 9 8 0 / 1 t h e t u r n a r o u n d seen i n t h e p e r i o d r a t e s a r e showinq up i n t h e c u m u l a t i v e 
r a t e s and b l u r r i n g t h e d i s t i n c t i o n s b e t w e e n D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a . The o v e r a l l 
c u m u l a t i v e f e r t i l i t y r a t e s a r e s i m i l a r f o r t h e c o m p a r a b l e u n i o n s t a t u s c a t e q o r i e s i n 
D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a . T h e r e a r e i n d i c a t i o n s t h a t D o m i n i c a ' s r a t e s a r e l o w e r i n 
1981 among t h e women i n t h e c h i l d b e a r i n g ages t h a n S t . L u c i a ' s i n 1 9 8 0 b u t t h a t 
D o m i n i c a ' s c o m p l e t e d f e r t i l i t y l e v e l s a r e h i g h e r . 
TABLE 11 
D o m i n i c a a n d S t . L u c i a 1 9 7 0 : 
A v e r a g e Number o f C h i l d r e n E v e r B o r n b y C u r r e n t U n i o n S t a t u s * a n d P r e s e n t Age o f t h e Women 
A g e 1 5 - 6 4 Y e a r s a n d N o t A t t e n d i n g S c h o o l 
D O M I N I C A S T . L U C I A 
U N I O N STATUS UNION STATUS 
P r e s e n t M a r r i e d Common V i s i t i n g No No N e v e r M a r r i e d Common V i s i t i n g No No N e v e r 
A g e Law L o n g e r L o n g e r h a d Law L o n g e r L o n g e r Had 
L i v i n g L i v i n g H u s b a n d L i v i n g L i v i n g H u s b a n d 
W i t h W i t h o r W i t h W i t h o r 
H u s b a n d Common P a r t n e r H u s b a n d Common P a r t n e r 
Law Law 
P a r t n e r P a r t n e r 
1 5 - 1 9 1 . 2 1 . 3 1 . 3 - 1 .2*1 0 . 1 1 . 1 1 . 1 1 . 3 _ 1 . 0 0 . 1 
2 0 - 2 4 2 . 2 2 . 8 2 . 4 2 . 6 1 2 . 0 0 . 7 2 . 3 2 . 4 2 . 3 1 . 5 1 1 . 9 0 . 6 
2 5 - 2 9 3 . 9 4 . 6 4 . 0 3 . 4 1 3 . 1 1 . 9 3 . 8 3 . 6 4 . 0 3 . 7 1 3 . 2 1 . 6 
3 0 - 3 4 5 . 7 5 . 8 6 . 0 3 . 7 4 . 2 2 . 4 5 . 4 4 . 7 5 . 4 3 . 9 4 . 1 2 . 3 
3 5 - 3 9 6 . 6 6 . 7 7 . 2 5 . 1 4 . 4 3 . 5 6 . 6 5 . 2 6 . 9 5 . 4 4 . 5 2 . 7 
4 0 - 4 4 7 . 2 5 . 8 7 . 3 5 . 7 5 . 4 3 . 2 6 . 6 5 . 3 8 . 7 4 . 8 5 . 1 2 . 3 
4 5 - 4 9 6 . 7 5 . 4 7 . 2 1 6 . 0 5 . 0 2 . 7 6 . 5 5 . 0 9 . 1 1 5 . 2 5 . 0 2 . 5 
5 0 - 5 4 6 . 2 4 . 7 - 5 . 8 4 . 4 2 . 0 5 . 8 4 . 9 - 5 . 2 5 . 3 2 . 3 
5 5 - 5 9 5 . 7 4 . 8 - 5 . 1 4 . 2 1 . 9 5 . 5 4 . 4 - 5 . 5 5 . 0 2 . 0 
6 0 - 6 4 5 . 7 4 . 8 - 5 . 2 4 . 2 1 . 4 5 . 6 4 . 5 - 4 . 9 5 . 0 1 . 5 
T o t a l 5 . 8 4 . 6 3 . 2 5 . 4 4 . 2 1 . 1 5 . 6 3 . 8 3 . 0 5 . 0 4 . 2 0 . 9 
- No women i n t h e s e c e l l s 
1 L e s s t h a n 2 5 women i n t h e s e c e l l s 
* U n i o n S t a t u s f o r t h o s e 4 5 a n d u n d e r I s t h e c u r r e n t s t a t u s , b u t f o r t h o s e o v e r 4 5 i t i s t h a t w h i c h 
e x i s t e d a t a g e 4 5 . 
S o u r c e : 1 9 7 0 P o p u l a t i o n C e n s u s o f t h e C o m m o n w e a l t h C a r i b b e a n V o l u m e 8 . C e n s u s R e s e a r c h P r o g r a m m e , 
U n i v e r s i t y o f T h e W e s t I n d i e s , M o n a , G a m a i c a . 
TABLE 11 
Dominica and St. Lucia 1980/1 
Average Number of Children Ever Born by Union Status* 
and Present Age of the Women 
DOMINICA 1981 ST. LUCIA 1980 










































































































































































1 . 0 * 











- No women in these cells 
1 Less than 10 women 
2 Less than 25 women 
3 Less than 50 women 
* Less than 100 women 
* Union Status for those 45 and under is the current status, but 
for those over 45 it is that which existed at age 45. 
Source 1 1980/1 Census of Population. 
Once a g a i n t h e c o m p l e x i t y of t h e f a m i l y f o r m a t i o n o a t t e r n s and t h e comDlex 
n a t u r e o f t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p t o f e r t i l i t y u n d e r c h a n g i n g c o n d i t i o n s a r e e n c o u n t e r e d 
a n d p r e s e n t us w i t h a f e e l i n g t h a t we s h o u l d b e c a u t i o u s i n o u r e f f o r t s a t g e n e r a l -
i z a t i o n s . 
4 . 1 1 CHILDREN EVER BORN AND ECONOMIC A C T I V I T Y 
Women's i n v o l v e m e n t i n t h e l a b o u r f o r c e i s g e n e r a l l y c o n s i d e r e d an e x p l a n a t o r y 
v a r i a b l e i n f e r t i l i t y a n a l y s i s . Women who w o r k a r e e x p e c t e d t o h a v e f e w e r c h i l d r e n 
t h a n t h o s e who s t a y a t home. E f f o r t s a t e x p l a i n i n g t h i s r e l a t i o n s h i p h a v e o f t e n l e d 
t o c i r c u l a r a r g u m e n t s . Women may be a t home b e c a u s e t h e y h a v e many c h i l d r e n f o r 
whom t o c a r e . Women may h a v e f e w c h i l d r e n b e c a u s e t h e y w a n t t o r e m a i n i n t h e l a b o u r 
f o r c e or t h e y may be i n t h e l a b o u r f o r c e b e c a u s e t h e y h a v e o n l y a f e w c h i l d r e n . I n 
t h i s s e c t i o n we e x a m i n e f e r t i l i t y i n t h e c o n t e x t o f t h e e c o n o m i c a c t i v i t i e s o f t h e 
women i n t h e t w e l v e months p r e c e d i n g t h e c e n s u s e s . 
Women who w e r e w o r k i n g i n t h e t w e l v e m o n t h s p r e c e d i n g t h e c e n s u s e s h a v e l o w e r 
c u m u l a t i v e f e r t i l i t y ( c h i l d r e n e v e r b o r n ) a t a l l a g e s t h a n t h o s e women who r e m a i n e d 
a t home i n t h e p e r f o r m a n c e o f home d u t i e s ( T a b l e s 21 and 2 2 ) . T h i s i s t r u e i n 1 9 7 0 
and 1 9 8 0 / 1 f o r D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a . The a v e r a g e o v e r a l l d i f f e r e n c e s b e t w e e n 
women who w e r e w o r k i n g and t h o s e a t home w e r e 1 . 6 and 1 . 5 f o r D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a 
r e s p e c t i v e l y i n 1 9 7 0 ; and 1 . 1 f o r D o m i n i c a i n 1 9 8 1 and 1 . 5 f o r S t . L u c i a i n 1 9 8 0 . 
T h i s seems t o s u g g e s t t h a t g r e a t e r f e m a l e i n v o l v e m e n t i n t h e l a b o u r f o r c e w o u l d 
r e d u c e c h i l d r e n e v e r b o r n by b e t w e e n 1 . 0 and 1 . 5 i f l a b o u r f o r c e p a r t i c i p a t i o n i s 
i n d e e d t h e i n d e p e n d e n t v a r i a b l e . The d i f f e r e n c e s a r e o f m o r e o r l e s s t h e same 
m a g n i t u d e f o r women i n t h e c h i l d b e a r i n g a g e s as f o r t h o s e who h a v e c o m p l e t e d t h e i r 
f e r t i l i t y . 
Women who w e r e s e e k i n g j o b s and t h o s e who w e r e o u t s i d e t h e w o r k f o r c e f o r m two 
h e t e r o g e n o u s g r o u p s . I n s p i t e o f t h e i n c l u s i o n o f many p o s s i b l e c a t e g o r i e s i n t h e s e 
two g r o u p i n g s t h e r e i s a p r o b l e m o f s m a l l s u b s a m p l e s i z e s . G e n e r a l i z a t i o n s b a s e d on 
t h e s e t w o c a t e g o r i e s o f women a r e t h e r e f o r e r i s k y . H o w e v e r , t h e women who a r e 
o u t s i d e t h e l a b o u r f o r c e had f e w e r l i v e b i r t h s o v e r a l l t h a n t h o s e s e e k i n g a j o b . 
The women o u t s i d e t h e l a b o u r f o r c e had l o w e r f e r t i l i t y t h a n t h o s e s e e k i n g a j o b i f 
58 
TABLE 39 
Dominica and St. Lucia 1970: 
Average Number of Children Ever Born 
by Main Activity and Present Age of the Women Age 15-64 Years and 
Not Attending School 
DOMINICA ST. LUCIA 
MAIN ACTIVITY MAIN ACTIVITY 
Present Worked Seeking Home Outside Worked Seeking Home Outside 
Age of Dobs Duties of the Jobs Duties of the 
Women Work Work 
Force Force 
15-19 0.3 0.3 0.5 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.5 0.1 
20-24 1.2 1.3 2.2 0.94 1.1 1.2 2.2 1.0 
25-29 2.8 2.83 4.1 1.93 2.5 2.24 3.7 2.14 
30-34 4.2 3.42 5.6 2.73 3.7 4.54 5.1 2.73 
35-39 5.1 5.92 6.6 3.73 4.6 4.13 6.2 3.73 
40-44 5.2 4.42 6.9 4.13 4.8 4.63 6.3 3.94 
45-49 4.7 4.81 6.5 3.44 4.5 3.22 6.3 4.9^ 
50-54 4.5 2.81 6.0 4.34 4.4 3.33 5.5 3.94 
55-59 4.2 4.71 5.1 4.8 3.9 4.41 5.2 4.6 
60-64 4.4 2.81 5.2 4.1 3.6 2.01 5.0 4.2 
TotalS 3.1 0.9 4.7 2.8 2.8 1.1 4.3 2.3 
1 Less than 10 women in these cells 
2 Less than 25 women in these cells 
3 Less than 50 women in these cells 
* Less than 100 women in these cells 
5 May be misleading in comparisons among the categories if the age distributions are 
different, as they may. 
Source: 1970 Population Census of the Commonwealth Caribbean Volume 8. Census 
Research Programme, University of the West Indies, Mona, Jamaica. 
they were in the childbearing ages or had just left it and higher among older 
women. Overall those outside the labour force had more live births than those 
seeking jobs: 1.9 and 1.2 more for Dominica and St. Lucia respectively in 1970; and 
2.2 and 2.6 respectively for Dominica and St. Lucia in 1981 and 1980 respectively. 
In 1970 women who worked in the twelve months preceding the survey and those 
who stayed at home involved with home management had higher cumulative fertility in 
Dominica than in St. Lucia. By 1980/1 women in the age groups 25-29 to 35-39 were 
having fewer cumulative numbers of live births in Dominica than in St. Lucia. These 
are the two major groups and the turnaround in relative levels of fertility between 




D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a 1 9 8 0 / 1 : 
A v e r a g e Number o f C h i l d r e n Ever Born 
b y M a i n A c t i v i t y i n t h e P r e v i o u s Y e a r and P r e s e n t Age o f t h e Women 
DOMINICA 1981 S T . LUCIA 1 9 8 0 
MAIN ECONOMIC A C T I V I T Y XMAIN ECONOMIC A C T I V I T Y 
P r e s e n t Worked S e e k i n g Home O u t s i d e Worked S e e k i n g Home O u t s i d e 
Age o f Dobs D u t i e s o f t h e Jobs D u t i e s o f t h e 
Women Work Work 
F o r c e F o r c e 
1 5 - 1 9 0 . 3 0 . 3 0 . 5 0 . 1 0 . 2 0 . 2 0 . 5 0 . 1 
2 0 - 2 4 0 . 8 1 . 1 1 . 5 0 . 5 0 . 9 1 . 1 1 . 8 0 . 8 
2 5 - 2 9 1 . 7 2 . 2 3 2 . 9 1 . 3 * 2 . 0 2 . 3 3 . 2 1 . 5 * 
3 0 - 3 4 2 . 9 3 . 7 4 . 1 1 . 9 3 3 . 3 3 . 5 4 . 5 2 . 6 3 
3 5 - 3 9 4 . 1 3 . 8 * 5 . 3 2 . 4 3 4 . 5 4 . 3 * 5 . 5 2 . 8 3 
4 0 - 4 4 5 . 3 6 . 1 3 6 . 4 4 . 5 3 5 . 3 5 . 1 * 6 . 2 4 . 7 3 
4 5 - 4 9 5 . 7 5 . 5 3 6 . 6 4 . 5 3 5 . 6 5 . 1 3 6 . 7 4 . 4 * 
5 0 - 5 4 5 . 6 5 . 6 3 6 . 6 5 . 0 * 5 . 3 4 . 2 3 6 . 5 4 . 5 
5 5 - 5 9 4 . 8 2 . 3 2 5 . 7 4 . 3 4 . 9 7 . 0 2 6 . 0 3 . 9 
6 0 - 6 4 4 . 7 1 . 9 1 5 . 7 4 . 0 4 . 5 1 . 7 2 5 . 5 3 . 9 
6 5 + 4 . 0 1 . 8 2 5 . 1 4 . 3 3 . 7 2 . 6 2 5 . 0 4 . 4 
A l l Ages 3 . 1 1 . 3 4 . 2 3 . 5 2 . 9 1 . 1 4 . 4 3 . 7 
1 Less t h a n 1 0 women 
2 L e s s t h a n 25 women 
3 Less t h a n 5 0 women 
* L e s s t h a n 1 0 0 women 
Source•• 1 9 8 0 / 1 Census o f P o p u l a t i o n . 
4 . 1 2 CHILDREN EVER BORN AND RACE 
Assuming t h a t t h e r e w i l l be s o c i o - c u l t u r a l d i f f e r e n c e s among t h e r a c e s w h i c h 
may i n f l u e n c e f e r t i l i t y b e h a v i o u r , we e x a m i n e f e r t i l i t y i n r e l a t i o n s h i p t o r a c e i n 
t h i s s e c t i o n . H o w e v e r , t h e c a t e g o r i e s used a r e n o t e n t i r e l y s a t i s f a c t o r y . A good 
t r e a t m e n t o f t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n r a c e and f e r t i l i t y w o u l d r e q u i r e more 
homogenous c a t e g o r i e s t h a n " b l a c k s " and " m i x e d " . The a p p r o p r i a t e d a t a a r e shown i n 
T a b l e s 2 3 and 2 4 . 
I n 1970 f o r D o m i n i c a , t h e s m a l l A m e r i n d i a n p o p u l a t i o n h a v e t h e h i g h e s t t o d a t e 
f e r t i l i t y and t h e y a r e f o l l o w e d a t a d i s t a n c e by t h e b l a c k p o p u l a t i o n w h i c h i s 
f o l l o w e d c l o s e l y by t h o s e o f m i x e d r a c i a l o r i g i n . The b l a c k and m i x e d p o p u l a t i o n s 
a r e p e r h a p s n o t t o o d i f f e r e n t s o c i o - c u l t u r a l l y and t h i s i s r e f l e c t e d i n t h e i r 
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TABLE 39 
D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a 1 9 7 0 : 
A v e r a g e Number o f C h i l d r e n E v e r Born 
by Race and P r e s e n t Age o f Women 1 5 - 6 4 y e a r s and n o t a t t e n d i n g S c h o o l 
DOMINICA ST . LUCIA 
RACE RACE 
P r e s e n t 
Age o f B l a c k s A m e r i n d i a n s M i x e d B l a c k s E a s t I n d i a n s M i x e d 
Women 
1 5 - 1 9 0 . 4 0 . 5 0 . 3 0 . 3 0 . 2 0 . 3 
2 0 - 2 4 1 . 6 2 . 3 1 . 3 1 . 6 1 . 6 1 . 3 
2 5 - 2 9 3 . 6 3 . 7 3 . 2 3 . 2 3 . 5 3 . 2 
3 0 - 3 4 5 . 0 5 . 6 4 . 3 4 . 6 5 . 2 4 . 5 
3 5 - 3 9 6 . 1 7 . 2 5 . 5 5 . 6 6 . 2 5 . 0 
4 0 - 4 4 6 . 0 8 . 5 6 . 5 5 . 7 6 . 7 5 . 6 
4 5 - 4 9 5 . 6 9 . 0 1 5 . 5 5 . 6 6 . 7 4 . 7 
5 0 - 5 4 5 . 3 8 . 5 1 4 . 9 5 . 0 5 . 9 4 . 2 
5 5 - 5 9 4 . 8 7 . 2 1 4 . 7 4 . 8 5 . 7 3 . 5 
6 0 - 6 4 4 . 6 8 . 8 1 5 . 5 4 . 5 7 . 6 3 . 0 
A l l Ages 
( 1 4 + ) 3 . 7 5 . 1 3 . 6 3 . 5 4 . 3 2 . 9 
N o . o f 
women 1 3 0 1 4 303 2 7 8 6 2 1 6 1 9 929 1191 
1 Less t h a n 25 women i n t h e s e c e l l s . 
S o u r c e : 1 9 7 0 P o p u l a t i o n Census o f t h e Commonwealth C a r i b b e a n Volume 8 . Census 
R e s e a r c h Programme, U n i v e r s i t y o f t h e West I n d i e s , Mona, J a m a i c a . 
f e r t i l i t y . I n 1 9 7 0 i n S t . L u c i a , t h e B l a c k s , M i x e d and E a s t I n d i a n s a r e v i r t u a l l y 
a l i k e i n c u m u l a t i v e f e r t i l i t y u n t i l age 3 0 . At age 3 0 and above t h e E a s t I n d i a n s 
o u t d i s t a n c e t h e B l a c k s and M i x e d w i t h t h e f o r m e r r e l a t i v e l y h i g h e r i n f e r t i l i t y t h a n 
t h e l a t t e r . S o c i o - c u l t u r a l d i f f e r e n c e s a r e p e r h a p s b e h i n d t h e s e d i f f e r e n t i a l 
f e r t i l i t y l e v e l s . 
I n 1981 t h e A m e r i n d i a n s and E a s t I n d i a n s subsamples a r e s m a l l i n number ; 
r e q u i r i n g t h e e x e r c i s e o f c a u t i o n i n i n t e r p r e t i n g t h e d a t a . I n D o m i n i c a , t h e 
A m e r i n d i a n s a r e s t i l l t h e h i g h e s t i n f e r t i l i t y and t h e B l a c k s and M ixed a r e a g a i n 
n o t s i g n i f i c a n t l y d i f f e r e n t f r o m each o t h e r . I n S t . L u c i a i n 1 9 8 0 , t h e E a s t 
I n d i a n s , B l a c k s and M i x e d a r e a l m o s t i d e n t i c a l i n f e r t i l i t y f o r women i n t h e c h i l d -
b e a r i n g a g e s . Among women who h a v e c o m p l e t e d t h e i r c h i l d b e a r i n g t h e E a s t I n d i a n s 
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TABLE 39 
D o m i n i c a ( 1 9 8 1 ) and S t . L u c i a ( 1 9 8 0 ) : 
A v e r a g e Number o f C h i l d r e n E v e r Born 
by P r e s e n t Age and R a c e . 
DOMINICA 1981 S T . LUCIA 1 9 8 0 
RACE RACE 
P r e s e n t 
Age o f B l a c k s A m e r i n d i a n s M i x e d B l a c k s E a s t I n d i a n s M i x e d 
Women 
1 5 - 1 9 0 . 4 0 . 4 3 0 . 3 0 . 3 0 . 2 0 . 2 
2 0 - 2 4 1 . 2 1 . 8 3 1 . 1 1 . 3 1 . 2 1 . 2 
2 5 - 2 9 2 . 3 3 . 6 3 2 . 3 2 . 6 2 . 5 2 . 5 
3 0 - 3 4 3 . 6 4 . 8 3 3 . 4 4 . 0 3 . 7 * 3 . 7 
3 5 - 3 9 4 . 7 6 . 3 2 5 . 0 * 5 . 1 5 . 0 * 4 . 7 
4 0 - 4 4 6 . 0 8 . 0 3 5 . 4 5 . 9 6 . 2 * 5 . 8 
4 5 - 4 9 6 . 3 8 . 5 2 6 . 1 6 . 3 6 . 3 * 6 . 1 
5 0 - 5 4 6 . 1 9 . 5 2 7 . 2 6 . 0 7 . 4 * 5 . 9 
5 5 - 5 9 5 . 3 6 . 5 2 5 . 1 5 . 5 7 . 2 * 5 . 8 
6 0 - 6 4 5 . 1 1 0 . 8 2 6 . 2 * 5 . 0 6 . 4 * 4 . 8 
6 5 + 4 . 7 7 . 3 3 4 . 7 4 . 7 5 . 9 4 . 1 
14 + 3 . 5 5 . 3 3 . 5 3 . 4 4 . 0 3 . 2 
No. o f 
2 7 9 7 women 19177 2 9 4 1252 2 8 2 7 5 1037 
2 Less t h a n 25 women 
3 L e s s t h a n 5 0 women 
* Less t h a n 100 women 
S o u r c e : 1 9 8 0 / 1 Census o f P o p u l a t i o n . 
h a v e had t h e h i g h e s t l e v e l s o f c o m p l e t e d f e r t i l i t y and t h e B l a c k s a r e s l i g h t l y 
h i g h e r t h a n t h e M i x e d . We can c o n c l u d e t h a t t h e E a s t I n d i a n s and A m e r i n d i a n s a r e 
h a v i n g h i g h e r f e r t i l i t y l e v e l s t h a n t h e B l a c k s and M i x e d w h i c h a r e n o t t o o 
d i s s i m i l a r . U n d e r l y i n g t h e s e d i f f e r e n c e s o r l a c k o f them a r e s o c i o - c u l t u r a l v a r i a -
t i o n s o r l a c k o f t h e m , among t h e r a c e s . 
I n 1 9 7 0 D o m i n i c a ' s A m e r i n d i a n s w e r e h a v i n g h i g h e r f e r t i l i t y t h a n S t . L u c i a ' s 
E a s t I n d i a n s . These two g r o u p s a r e v e r y d i f f e r e n t f r o m e a c h o t h e r s o c i o -
c u l t u r a l l y . The s i t u a t i o n i s t h e same i n 1 9 8 0 / 1 . A m e r i n d i a n s have h i g h e r f e r t i l i t y 
t h a n E a s t I n d i a n s . The A m e r i n d i a n s a r e l i k e l y t o be m a i n l y r u r a l and a g r i c u l t u r a l 
and c r a f t s i n o c c u p a t i o n . 
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B l a c k s i n D o m i n i c a b e t w e e n t h e a g e s 2 5 and 4 4 i n 1970 had somewhat more l i v e 
b i r t h s t h a n t h e i r c o u n t e r p a r t s i n S t . L u c i a . A t o t h e r ages t h e d i f f e r e n c e s a r e 
i n s i g n i f i c a n t . I n 1 9 8 0 / 1 b l a c k women u n d e r 4 0 i n D o m i n i c a a r e h a v i n g s l i g h t l y l e s s 
c u m u l a t i v e number o f l i v e b i r t h s t h a n s i m i l a r S t . L u c i a n women. These young b l a c k s 
a r e e f f e c t i n g a t u r n a r o u n d i n t h e r e l a t i v e p o s i t i o n s o f D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a w i t h 
r e s p e c t t o f e r t i l i t y . 
I n 1 9 7 0 r a c i a l l y m i x e d women 3 5 y e a r s o f age and o l d e r i n D o m i n i c a have h i g h e r 
numbers o f l i v e b i r t h s t h a n t h o s e s i m i l a r women i n S t . L u c i a . Among r a c i a l l y m i x e d 
women y o u n g e r t h a n 35 y e a r s , t h o s e i n D o m i n i c a a r e s i m i l a r t o t h o s e i n S t . L u c i a . 
By 1 9 8 0 / 1 t h e d i f f e r e n c e s among t h e r a c i a l l y m i x e d women o f D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a 
h a v e v i r t u a l l y d i s a p p e a r e d . T h i s i s m a r k i n g t h e t u r n a r o u n d i n f e r t i l i t y underway 
b e t w e e n S t . L u c i a a n d D o m i n i c a . 
T h e r e a r e r a c i a l d i f f e r e n c e s w i t h r e s p e c t t o f e r t i l i t y i n D o m i n i c a and S t . 
L u c i a . These d i f f e r e n c e s a r e l i k e l y r e l a t e d t o s o c i o - c u l t u r a l v a r i a t i o n s among 
r a c e s . F e r t i l i t y by r a c e s was h i g h e r i n D o m i n i c a i n 1 9 7 0 b u t by 1 9 8 0 / 1 a change 
a r o u n d c a n be seen e m e r g i n g i n w h i c h S t . L u c i a ' s r a t e i s h i q h e r . T h i s i s a l s o s e e n 
i n t h e p e r i o d r a t e s o f f e r t i l i t y p r e s e n t e d i n e a r l i e r s e c t i o n s . H o w e v e r , t h e 
o v e r a l l r a t e s by r a c i a l g r o u p s s t i l l show D o m i n i c a ' s r a t e s o f 1981 h i g h e r t h a n t h o s e 
o f S t . L u c i a i n 1 9 8 0 . 
4 . 1 3 TEENAGE F E R T I L I T Y I N DOMINICA AND ST. LUCIA 
T h i s s e c t i o n e x a m i n e s v e r y b r i e f l y t e e n a g e f e r t i l i t y i n t h e two s o c i e t i e s . 
T e e n a g e f e r t i l i t y has i m p l i c a t i o n s f o r c o m p l e t e d f a m i l y s i z e . A l l o t h e r t h i n g s 
b e i n g e q u a l t h e e a r l i e r I n l i f e i s t h e i n i t i a t i o n o f c h i l d b e a r i n g t h e l a r g e r i s t h e 
l i k e l y c o m p l e t e d l e v e l o f f e r t i l i t y . T e e n a g e f e r t i l i t y and t e e n a q e p r e g n a n c y a r e o f 
g r e a t s o c i a l c o n c e r n i n t h e C a r i b b e a n . The g e n e r a l b e l i e f i s t h a t t e e n a g e p r e g n a n c y 
i s h i g h , and i t i s a d i s r u p t i v e f o r c e i n t h e l i v e s o f t h e s e g i r l s i n t h a t i t 
p r e v e n t s them f r o m p u r s u i n g c a r e e r g o a l s . B i r t h s t o t e e n a g e m o t h e r s h a v e r e l a t i v e l y 
h i g h r a t e s o f i n f a n t and c h i l d m o r t a l i t y ( E b a n k s , 1 9 8 4 ) . C h i l d r e n b o r n t o t e e n a g e 
m o t h e r s a r e r e l a t i v e l y d i s a d v a n t a g e d i n t e r m s o f p a r e n t a l c a r e . T h e r e i s g r o w i n g 
c o n c e r n a b o u t t h e p r o b l e m o f t e e n a g e p r e g n a n c y i n t h e two s o c i e t i e s u n d e r i n v e s t i g a -
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t i o n . U s i n g s e c o n d a r y s o u r c e s and c e n s u s d a t a we e x a m i n e a s f a r a s p o s s i b l e t h i s 
phenomenon . 
I n t h e p e r i o d 1 9 7 6 - 8 0 , i t a p p e a r s t h a t t e e n a g e r s w e r e a c c o u n t i n g f o r b e t w e e n 2 7 
and 35 p e r c e n t s o f a l l b i r t h s i n D o m i n i c a or an a v e r a g e o f 3 0 . 5 p e r c e n t o v e r f o u r 
y e a r s ( T a b l e 2 5 ) . I n S t . L u c i a f o r 1 9 7 8 and 1 9 7 9 t e e n a g e b i r t h s a c c o u n t e d f o r 
a b o u t 2 7 p e r c e n t o f a l l b i r t h s i n e a c h o f t h o s e t w o y e a r s ( T a b l e 2 5 ) . I t w o u l d seem 
on t h e b a s i s o f t h i s e v i d e n c e t h a t t e e n a g e b i r t h s a c c o u n t f o r a l a r g e r p e r c e n t a g e o f 
a l l b i r t h s i n D o m i n i c a t h a n S t . L u c i a . 
TABLE 25 
B i r t h s t o T e e n a g e r s i n D o m i n i c a ( 1 9 7 6 - 8 0 ) and S t . L u c i a 1 9 7 8 - 7 9 
DOMINICA 
1 9 7 6 1 9 7 7 1 9 7 8 1 9 8 0 
B i r t h s t o T e e n a g e r s u n d e r 15 7 10 18 16 
1 5 - 1 9 5 0 4 5 8 4 5 2 6 4 7 7 
T o t a l B i r t h s 1 7 5 8 1 7 1 9 1 7 3 5 1 8 1 9 
T e e n a g e b i r t h s a s a p e r c e n t a g e o f t o t a l 2 9 . 1 3 4 . 6 3 1 . 3 2 7 . 1 
S T . LUCIA 
Y e a r Age o f T e e n a g e r s T o t a l 
T e e n a g e 
D e l i v e r i e s 
T o t a l 
D e l i v e r i e s 
T e e n a g e 
D e l i v e r i e s 
a s % o f 
T o t a l 
1 9 7 8 Under 15 y e a r s B e t w e e n 15 and 
19 y e a r s 
1114 4 1 4 0 2 6 . 9 17 1 0 9 7 
1 9 7 9 13 14 15 16 1 7 - 1 9 
1031 3 7 8 9 2 7 . 2 4 12 7 3 1 3 2 8 1 0 
S o u r c e : 
P a u l T . C l i p s o n - A d o l e s c e n t F e r t i l i t y i n t h e E n g l i s h - S p e a k i n g C a r i b b e a n . 
A r e p o r t p r e p a r e d f o r t h e R e g i o n a l D e v e l o p m e n t O f f i c e / C a r i b b e a m o f t h e U n i t e d 
S t a t e s Agency f o r I n t e r n a t i o n a l D e v e l o p m e n t , S e p t e m b e r , 1 9 8 1 . 
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T h e number o f b i r t h s t o g i r l s u n d e r 15 y e a r s o f age i s q u i t e s m a l l i n b o t h S t . 
L u c i a a n d D o m i n i c a . I t i s t h e 1 5 - 1 9 age g r o u p t h a t a c c o u n t s f o r t h e m a j o r i t y o f 
t h e s e b i r t h s and f r o m t h e d i s t r i b u t i o n f o r S t . L u c i a one c a n s e e t h a t t h e 1 7 - 1 9 
s u b g r o u p i s t h e m a j o r c o n t r i b u t o r t o t e e n a g e f e r t i l i t y . 
I n T a b l e 2 6 a r e p r e s e n t e d c e n s u s d a t a f o r 1 9 7 0 and 1 9 8 0 / 1 . T h i s i s a d i f f e r e n t 
d i m e n s i o n t o t h a t w h i c h a p p e a r s i n T a b l e 2 5 . T a k i n g i n t o c o n s i d e r a t i o n t h e p r o b l e m 
o f o v e r e s t i m a t i o n f o r t h i s phenomenon u s i n g c e n s u s d a t a on f e r t i l i t y , t h e r e seems t o 
be a n i n c r e a s e i n t e e n a g e f e r t i l i t y b e t w e e n 1 9 7 0 and 1 9 8 0 f o r S t . L u c i a and b e t w e e n 
1 9 7 0 and 1 9 8 1 f o r D o m i n i c a . The 1 9 8 1 D o m i n i c a n and t h e 1 9 8 0 S t . L u c i a n f i g u r e s show 
s i g n i f i c a n t i n c r e a s e s w h i c h a r e p e r h a p s r e a l s i n c e t h e c e n s u s q u e s t i o n s on f e r t i l i t y 
w e r e t h e same i n 1 9 7 0 and 1 9 8 0 / 1 . Even s o , t h e 1 8 . 2 p e r c e n t f o r 14 y e a r o l d g i r l s 
i n S t . L u c i a i s l i k e l y o u t o f l i n e . 
TABLE 26 
D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a : Teenage F e r t i l i t y : 
P e r c e n t a g e o f t h e F e m a l e s u n d e r 2 0 y e a r s o f age who h a v e had one o r more L i v e B i r t h s 
DOMINICA S T . LUCIA 
P r e s e n t 
Age 1 9 7 0 1981 1 9 7 0 1 9 8 0 
14 5 . 9 1 8 . 2 3 . 2 4 . 8 
1 5 - 1 9 2 5 . 7 2 9 . 7 2 2 . 4 2 6 . 4 
NB: T h e s e a r e o v e r e s t i m a t e s s i n c e f e m a l e s who w e r e f u l l - t i m e i n s c h o o l s w e r e o m i t t e d 
f r o m t h e f e r t i l i t y f i g u r e s . T h o s e t h a t a r e n o t i n s c h o o l a r e more l i k e l y t o h a v e 
had a c h i l d t h a n t h o s e who w e r e i n s c h o o l . 
S o u r c e : C e n s u s e s o f P o p u l a t i o n 1 9 7 0 and 1 9 8 0 / 1 
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TABLE 39 
D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a : T e e n a g e F e r t i l i t y : P e r c e n t o f F e m a l e s 1 4 - 1 9 y e a r s o f a g e and 
n o t i n s c h o o l f u l l - t i m e w i t h one o r more l i v e b i r t h s . 
CHARACTERISTICS 
DOMINICA S T . LUCIA 
1 9 7 0 1 9 8 1 1970 1 9 8 0 
A : A l l 14 - 19 2 5 . 2 2 9 . 6 2 1 . 5 2 6 . 0 
B: E d u c a t i o n 
1 . P r i m a r y o r L e s s 2 7 . 0 3 1 . 1 2 2 . 4 2 8 . 0 
2 . S e c o n d a r y and H i g h e r 2 5 . 2 2 5 . 3 1 4 . 2 2 2 . 8 
C : P r e s e n t - M a r i t a l S t a t u s 
1 . M a r r i e d 7 1 . 9 3 6 6 . 7 2 6 7 . 9 5 7 . 1 3 
2 . Common Law 7 9 . 7 6 8 . 4 7 3 . 6 6 9 . 9 
3 . V i s i t i n g 9 9 . 7 8 7 . 5 1 0 0 . 0 9 4 . 6 
D : M a i n Economic A c t i v i t y 
1 . Worked 2 1 . 8 2 4 . 2 1 6 . 4 2 1 . 9 
2 . S e e k i n g F i r s t Jobs 1 3 . 4 2 1 . 8 1 1 . 4 1 6 . 0 
3 . O t h e r s s e e k i n g w o r k 4 3 . 6 * 3 3 . 3 2 2 . 9 3 9 . 4 
4 . Wanted Work and A v a i l a b l e 4 1 . 5 3 3 . 2 4 1 . 9 3 3 7 . 4 
5 . Home D u t i e s 3 5 . 4 4 2 . 4 3 3 . 3 4 1 . 0 
6 . O t h e r 1 6 . 1 2 4 . 2 1 7 . 8 3 0 . 1 
E : Race 
1 . B l a c k s 2 2 . 5 NA 2 1 . 2 NA 
2 . A m e r i n d i a n s 3 5 . 3 * NA — NA 
3 . E a s t I n d i a n s — NA 1 8 . 8 NA 
4 . M i x e d 2 2 . 0 NA 2 7 . 7 NA 
- = No Women; 2 = L e s s t h a n 2 5 women; 3 = L e s s t h a n 5 0 women; 4 = Less t h a n 1 0 0 women; 
NA = No t a v a i l a b l e a t t h i s t i m e . 
S o u r c e s : 1970 and 1 9 8 0 / 1 Censuses o f P o p u l a t i o n . 
The changes b e t w e e n 1 9 7 0 and 1 9 8 0 i n t h e p e r c e n t o f f e m a l e s 1 4 - 1 9 who w e r e 
t e e n a g e m o t h e r s by t h r e e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s a r e g i v e n i n T a b l e 2 7 . I n c r e a s e s a r e seen 
w i t h i n t h e e d u c a t i o n c a t e g o r i e s , e x c e p t f o r t h e s e c o n d a r y and h i g h e r i n t h e c a s e o f 
D o m i n i c a . T h i s e x p a n d i n g e d u c a t i o n a l g r o u p i n D o m i n i c a i s p e r h a p s a s i g n i f i c a n t 
c o n t r i b u t o r t o t h e t u r n a r o u n d s e e n i n t h e p e r i o d r a t e s . 
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We now e x a m i n e t e e n a g e f e r t i l i t y w i t h i n t h e c o n t e x t o f u n i o n s t a t u s . O n l y 
t h o s e c u r r e n t l y i n one o f t h e t h r e e u n i o n t y p e s a r e i n c l u d e d i n t h i s s e c t i o n ( T a b l e 
2 7 ) . A l l t h r e e u n i o n t y p e s show d e c l i n e s i n t h e p e r c e n t s o f f e m a l e s who h a v e had 
o n e o r more l i v e b i r t h s . The i n c r e a s e t h e r e f o r e must b e o c c u r r i n g among t h o s e 
f e m a l e s n o t c u r r e n t l y i n a u n i o n b u t w e r e i n t h e p a s t . T u r n i n g n e x t t o t e e n a g e 
f e r t i l i t y w i t h r e s p e c t t o e c o n o m i c a c t i v i t y , i n c r e a s e s a r e s e e n w i t h i n t h e 
n u m e r i c a l l y i m p o r t a n t c a t e g o r i e s o f t h e ' M a i n Economic A c t i v i t y ' v a r i a b l e ( T a b l e 
2 7 ) . Women who w o r k e d and t h o s e who s t a y e d a t home as home m a n a g e r s i n c r e a s e d t h e i r 
p e r c e n t a g e s w i t h one o r more l i v e b i r t h s b e t w e e n 1 9 7 0 and 1 9 8 0 / 1 . T h i s was a l s o t h e 
c a s e among f e m a l e s s e e k i n g t h e i r f i r s t j o b s . 
E x t e n d i n g t h i s a n a l y s i s t o t h e e d u c a t i o n a l a c h i e v e m e n t o f t h e t e e n a g e m o t h e r s 
we f i n d t h a t t h e p e r c e n t a g e o f women w i t h one o r more l i v e b i r t h s i s h i g h e r f o r 
t h o s e w i t h p r i m a r y e d u c a t i o n t h a n f o r t h o s e w i t h s e c o n d a r y e d u c a t i o n . V i s i t i n g 
u n i o n s b e c a u s e o f t h e d e f i n i t i o n a l p r o b l e m m e n t i o n e d e a r l i e r h a v e v e r y h i g h p e r c e n -
t a g e s and a r e f o l l o w e d i n t u r n by common l a w and m a r r i e d . F e m a l e s a t home d o i n g 
t h e i r own d o m e s t i c d u t i e s h a v e h i g h p e r c e n t a g e s o f t h e i r members w i t h one o r more 
l i v e b i r t h s compared t o t h o s e who w o r k e d i n t h e t w e l v e m o n t h s p r e c e d i n g t h e 
c e n s u s e s . I n 1 9 7 0 B l a c k s i n D o m i n i c a had h i g h e r p e r c e n t a g e s t h a n M i x e d . I n S t . 
L u c i a t h e M i x e d h a d s l i g h t l y h i g h e r p e r c e n t a g e s . 
I n g e n e r a l t h e p e r c e n t a g e s i n t h e v a r i o u s c a t e g o r i e s w i t h one or more l i v e 
b i r t h s f o r t e e n a g e r s a r e h i g h e r f o r D o m i n i c a t h a n S t . L u c i a . T e e n a g e p r e g n a n c i e s 
a r e r e l a t i v e l y m o r e f r e q u e n t i n D o m i n i c a t h a n i n S t . L u c i a , b u t i n b o t h s o c i e t i e s 
t h e l e v e l s a r e q u i t e h i g h . D e l a y i n g t h e age a t w h i c h t h e f i r s t b i r t h o c c u r s w i l l be 
an i m p o r t a n t s t e p t o w a r d s r e d u c t i o n i n f e r t i l i t y i n a d d i t i o n t o i t s s o c i a l and 
p s y c h o l o g i c a l p a y o f f s . E f f o r t s c u r r e n t l y u n d e r w a y t o r e d u c e t e e n a g e p r e g n a n c i e s 
s h o u l d b e d o u b l e d i f f o r no o t h e r r e a s o n t h a n a n o t h e r s t e p i n t h e d i r e c t i o n o f 
r e d u c i n g s o c i e t a l f e r t i l i t y and f a m i l y s i z e . 
4 . 1 4 H IGH PARITY 
T h i s i s a b r i e f l o o k a t h i g h c u m u l a t i v e f e r t i l i t y . T h a t i s , an e x a m i n a t i o n o f 
p a r i t y s e v e n and h i g h e r women. The d a t a a r e d e r i v e d f r o m t h e 1 9 7 0 and 1 9 8 0 / 1 
c e n s u s e s and a r e p r e s e n t e d i n T a b l e s 2 8 and 2 9 . The r a n g e f o r c u m u l a t i v e f e r t i l i t y 
i s w i d e i n t h e s e d e v e l o p i n g p r e d o m i n a n t l y Roman C a t h o l i c s o c i e t i e s . T a k i n g m o r e 
l i v e b i r t h s t h a n s i x a s v e r y l a r g e , we t u r n o u r a t t e n t i o n t o women w i t h h i g h o r d e r 
b i r t h s . 
I n T a b l e 2 8 , f o r women 4 0 - 6 4 y e a r s and s i x t y f i v e y e a r s and o l d e r , we p r e s e n t 
t h e p e r c e n t a g e s who h a v e h a d s e v e n o r m o r e l i v e b i r t h s and t h o s e w i t h t e n o r m o r e . 
D o m i n i c a n women 4 0 - 6 4 y e a r s o l d i n 1 9 7 0 w e r e more l i k e l y t o h a v e had 7 o r more l i v e 
b i r t h s t h a n S t . L u c i a n women ( 3 8 . 5 % v s 3 6 . 5 % ) . T h i s d i f f e r e n c e n a r r o w s s l i g h t l y by 
1 9 8 0 ( S t . L u c i a ) and 1 9 8 1 ( D o m i n i c a ) t o 4 2 . 9 v s 4 1 . 6 % . F o r women o f t h e same age 
( 4 0 - 6 4 ) , t h e p e r c e n t a g e w i t h t e n o r more l i v e b i r t h s i s h i g h e r i n D o m i n i c a t h a n S t . 
L u c i a i n 1 9 7 0 b u t h i g h e r i n S t . L u c i a i n 1 9 8 0 t h a n D o m i n i c a i n 1 9 8 1 . The D o m i n i c a n 
p e r c e n t a g e w i t h t e n o r more l i v e b i r t h s d e c l i n e d b e t w e e n 1 9 7 0 a n d 1 9 8 1 w h i l e t h e 
S t . L u c i a n p e r c e n t a g e i n c r e a s e d b e t w e e n 1 9 7 0 and 1 9 8 0 . 
Women 6 5 y e a r s and o v e r i n 1 9 8 0 / 1 h a v e had o v e r 3 0 p e r c e n t o f t h e i r n u m b e r s 
w i t h 7 o r more l i v e b i r t h s i n b o t h S t . L u c i a and D o m i n i c a . A b o u t f o u r t e e n p e r c e n t 
o f t h e s e 6 5 y e a r s and o v e r women i n D o m i n i c a ( 1 9 8 1 ) and o v e r 15 p e r c e n t i n S t . L u c i a 
( 1 9 8 0 ) had had t e n o r m o r e l i v e b i r t h s . 
TABLE 28 
D o m i n i c a ( 1 9 7 0 , 1 9 8 1 ) and S t . L u c i a ( 1 9 7 0 , 1 9 8 0 ) : 
P e r c e n t o f Women w i t h 7 and m o r e and 1 0 and more- l i v e b i r t h s 
Age 
G r o u p s 
DOMINICA S T . JJCIA 
1 9 7 0 
L i v e B i r t h s 
1981 
L i v e B i r t h s 
1 9 7 0 
L i v e B i r t h s 
1 9 8 0 
L i v e B i r t h s 
7+ 10+ 7+ 10+ 7+ 10+ 7+ 1 0 + 
4 0 - 64 3 8 . 5 1 9 . 2 4 2 . 9 1 8 . 7 3 6 . 5 1 8 . S 4 1 . 6 2 0 . 6 
6 5 + NA NA 3 0 . 8 1 4 . 1 NA NA 3 1 . 4 1 5 . 3 
S o u r c e s : 1 9 7 0 and 1 9 8 0 / 1 C e n s u s e s o f P o p u l a t i o n . 
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H i g h p a r i t y i s a p r o m i n e n t f e a t u r e o f t h e women i n D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a and 
e v e n t h o u g h a v e r a g e p a r i t y c a n be e x p e c t e d t o d e c l i n e w i t h t h e d e c l i n i n g f e r t i l i t y 
i t w o u l d seem t h a t up t o 1 9 8 0 / 1 t h e r e i s no d e c r e a s e . The t e n d e n c y i s t o w a r d s an 
i n c r e a s e . 
Women w i t h p r i m a r y e d u c a t i o n and t h o s e w i t h s e c o n d a r y and h i g h e r e d u c a t i o n 
a c c o u n t f o r l a r g e r p e r c e n t a g e s o f t h e h i g h p a r i t y , women i n D o m i n i c a t h a n i n S t . 
L u c i a . T h o s e w i t h l e s s t h a n p r i m a r y e d u c a t i o n a r e g r e a t e r c o n t r i b u t o r s t o h i g h 
p a r i t y f e r t i l i t y i n S t . L u c i a t h a n i n D o m i n i c a ( T a b l e 2 9 ) . 
Among h i g h p a r i t y women, a h i g h e r p r o p o r t i o n a r e m a r r i e d i n D o m i n i c a t h a n i n 
S t . L u c i a , and t h e r e v e r s e i s t r u e among women i n common l a w u n i o n s . Women i n 
V i s i t i n g u n i o n s a t t h e s e h i g h a g e s a r e f e w and t h e r e i s no s e t p a t t e r n o f 
d i f f e r e n c e s among them b e t w e e n S t . L u c i a and D o m i n i c a . 
D o m i n i c a n women who worked a c c o u n t f o r l a r g e r p e r c e n t a g e s o f h i g h p a r i t y women 
t h a n t h e S t . L u c i a n o n e s . S t . L u c i a n women i n v o l v e d i n home d u t i e s r e p r e s e n t a 
l a r g e r p e r c e n t a g e o f h i g h p a r i t y women t h a n D o m i n i c a n women. 
P r i m a r y e d u c a t e d women and t h o s e w i t h l e s s t h a n t h a t l e v e l o f e d u c a t i o n make 
g r e a t e r c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o h i g h p a r i t y f e r t i l i t y t h a n t h e i r numbers I n t h e g e n e r a l 
p o p u l a t i o n w o u l d w a r r a n t . Those women w i t h s e c o n d a r y and h i g h e r e d u c a t i o n a c c o u n t 
f o r l o w e r p e r c e n t a g e s o f h i g h p a r i t y women t h a n w o u l d be e x p e c t e d based on t h e i r 
numbers i n t h e p o p u l a t i o n s . 
M a r r i e d women a r e o v e r - r e p r e s e n t e d among h i q h p a r i t y women and common law a n d 
v i s i t i n g women a r e u n d e r r e p r e s e n t e d r e l a t i v e t o t h e i r r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s i n t h e 
p o p u l a t i o n s . 
Women who were a t home and o c c u p i e d w i t h t h e management o f f a m i l y a f f a i r s (home 
d u t i e s ) a r e r e l a t i v e l y o v e r r e p r e s e n t e d among h i g h p a r i t y women i n D o m i n i c a and S t . 
L u c i a . 
Women i n D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a w i t h p r i m a r y o r l e s s e d u c a t i o n , m a r r i e d and a t 
home a r e much more l i k e l y t o h a v e 7 o r more l i v e b i r t h s or 10 and more l i v e b i r t h s 
t h a n women w i t h s e c o n d a r y and h i g h e r e d u c a t i o n i n a common law or v i s i t i n g u n i o n and 
w o r k i n g i n t h e 12 months p r e c e d i n g t h e c e n s u s . 
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TABLE 39 
D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a : 
Women w i t h Seven o r more l i v e 
P e r c e n t a g e 
H i g h P a r i t y Women, 1 9 8 0 / 1 : 
b i r t h s , by P r e s e n t Age G r o u p s . 
D i s t r i b u t i o n 
CHARACTERISTICS D OMINICA 19 81 ST . LUCIA 1 9 8 0 
7+ 10+ A l l Women 7+ 10+ A l l Women 
P a r i t y Age 15 + Age 15 + 
A . E d u c a t i o n : Age 15+ % % % % % % 
Less t h a n P r i m a r y 8 . 8 1 0 . 6 5 . 2 2 5 . 6 3 1 . 4 1 1 . 9 
P r i m a r y 8 5 . 9 8 4 . 0 7 8 . 6 7 3 . 3 6 7 . 9 7 2 . 4 
S e c o n d a r y and above 5 . 3 5 . 4 1 6 . 2 1 . 1 0 . 7 1 5 . 7 
Age 4 0 - 6 4 
Less t h a n P r i m a r y 6 . 3 7 . 8 2 7 . 0 3 0 . 2 
P r i m a r y 8 8 . 3 8 6 . 4 7 1 . 9 6 8 . 9 
S e c o n d a r y and above 5 . 4 5 . 8 1 . 1 0 . 9 
Age 65+ 
Less t h a n P r i m a r y 1 9 . 5 1 9 . 0 4 0 . 1 4 2 . 3 
P r i m a r y 7 6 . 6 7 7 . 7 5 9 . 1 5 7 . 0 
S e c o n d a r y and above 3 . 9 3 . 3 0 . 8 0 . 7 
B : U n i o n S t a t u s : Age 15+ 
M a r r i e d 8 0 . 8 8 8 . 4 6 0 . 2 7 8 . 6 8 6 . 8 5 6 . 5 
Common Law 1 6 . 3 9 . 9 2 4 . 9 1 9 . 0 1 2 . 2 3 0 . 9 
V i s i t i n g 2 . 9 1 . 7 1 4 . 9 2 . 4 1 . 0 1 2 . 6 
Age 4 0 - 6 4 
M a r r i e d 8 2 . 6 8 7 . 0 8 4 . 3 8 7 . 8 
Common Law 1 4 . 7 1 1 . 0 1 4 . 9 1 1 . 6 
V i s i t i n g 2 . 7 2 . 0 0 . 8 0 . 6 
Age 6 5 + 
M a r r i e d 9 6 . 3 9 8 . 1 9 0 . 8 9 2 . 2 
Common Law 2 . 7 1 . 9 8 . 7 7 . 5 
V i s i t i n g 1 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 5 0 . 3 
C: M a i n A c t i v i t y : Age 15+ 
3 0 . 3 4 7 . 1 Worked 3 3 . 3 3 1 . 5 4 4 . 0 3 2 . 0 
Home D u t i e s 6 6 . 7 6 8 . 5 5 6 . 0 6 8 . 0 6 9 . 7 5 2 . 9 
Age 4 0 - 6 4 
2 4 . 4 Worked 3 6 . 0 3 3 . 3 3 3 . 3 
Home D u t i e s 6 4 . 0 6 6 . 7 6 6 . 7 7 5 . 6 
Age 6 5 + 
1 5 . 8 Worked 2 1 . 3 2 3 . 2 1 7 . 3 
Home D u t i e s 7 8 . 7 7 6 . 8 8 2 . 7 8 4 . 2 
L a r g e numbers of women i n Domin ica and S t . L u c i a a r e h a v i n g l a r g e numbers o f 
l i v e b i r t h s and i n s p i t e o f t h e r e l a t i v e l y h i g h i n f a n t and c h i l d m o r t a l i t y , t h e y a r e 
h a v i n q l a r g e f a m i l i e s . Sample s u r v e y s r e s u l t s have i m p l i e d t h a t t h e y a r e h a v i n g 
more c h i l d r e n t h a n t h e y wou ld l i k e . F a m i l y p l a n n i n q e f f o r t s s h o u l d r e d u c e t h e 
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number o f women w i t h l a r g e f a m i l i e s a s w e l l as t h e s i z e o f t h e s e f a m i l i e s . R e d u c -
t i o n i n b i r t h s o f o r d e r s f i v e and h i g h e r wou ld d e p r e s s s o c i e t a l f e r t i l i t y 
c o n s i d e r a b l y . 
4 . 1 5 CHILDLESSNESS I N DOMINICA AND S T . LUCIA 
The p o i n t has been made t h a t p e r i o d f e r t i l i t y r a t e s i n t h e E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n q 
C a r i b b e a n has n o t been r e c o r d e d a t l e v e l s as h i g h as t h o s e o f o t h e r c o u n t r i e s a t 
s i m i l a r l e v e l s o f d e v e l o p m e n t . I t has been s u g g e s t e d t h a t one p o s s i b l e c o n t r i b u t o r y 
f a c t o r i s t h e h i g h l e v e l s o f c h i l d l e s s n e s s w h i c h h a v e been o b s e r v e d . I n t h i s 
s e c t i o n we w i l l f o c u s a t t e n t i o n upon c h i l d l e s s n e s s a s may be seen t h r o u g h t h e u s e o f 
c e n s u s d a t a . The a n a l y s i s i s f o r D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a based on t h e d a t a o f t h e i r 
two most r e c e n t c e n s u s e s . 
T a b l e 3 0 p r e s e n t s t h e p e r c e n t a g e o f women who h a v e n o t had a l i v e b i r t h . We 
b e g i n w i t h a g e 3 0 , on t h e a s s u m p t i o n t h a t v e r y few women 3 0 y e a r s o f age and o v e r 
w i l l b e g i n c h i l d b e a r i n q a f t e r t h a t a g e . H o w e v e r , t r u e c h i l d l e s s n e s s can be l o o k e d 
a t f o r women 4 5 y e a r s of age and o v e r w h i c h i s a l s o shown i n T a b l e 3 0 . 
A h i g h e r p e r c e n t a g e o f women 3 0 - 3 4 a r e c h i l d l e s s t h a n t h o s e 3 5 - 3 9 . H o w e v e r , i t 
i s p o s s i b l e t h a t t h e s e 3 0 - 3 4 y e a r o l d women w i l l have p e r c e n t a g e s c h i l d l e s s c o m p a r -
a b l e t o t h e p e r c e n t a g e s f o r 3 5 - 3 9 s i n c e some women amonq them may s t i l l i n i t i a t e 
c h i l d b e a r i n g . The p e r c e n t a g e c h i l d l e s s among t h o s e 3 5 - 3 9 a r e t h e l o w e s t shown i n 
T a b l e 3 0 . W i t h t h e p r o b a b i l i t y o f some o f t h e s e s t i l l i n i t i a t i n g c h i l d b e a r i n q 
l a t e r , i t can be c o n c l u d e d t h a t compared t o o l d e r women t h e 3 5 - 3 9 aqe c o h o r t h a v e o r 
w i l l h a v e t h e s m a l l e s t p r o p o r t i o n o f c h i l d l e s s women w i t h t h e p o s s i b l e e x c e p t i o n o f 
t h o s e 3 0 - 3 4 . The 3 0 - 3 4 women o f 1 9 7 0 can be seen as t h e 4 0 - 4 4 women i n 1 9 8 0 / 1 . 
T h e i r low p e r c e n t a g e s c h i l d l e s s a r e o b v i o u s . The 3 5 - 3 9 c o h o r t of 1 9 7 0 c a n a l s o be 
s e e n w i t h i t s r e l a t i v e low p e r c e n t a g e c h i l d l e s s as age g r o u p 4 5 - 4 9 i n 1 9 8 0 / 1 . 
O v e r a l l , t h e p e r c e n t a g e c h i l d l e s s f o r each age g r o u p ( T a b l e 3 0 ) has d e c l i n e d 
o v e r t h e p e r i o d 1 9 7 0 t o 1 9 8 0 / 1 . Among women o u t s i d e t h e c h i l d b e a r i n g ages ( 4 5 and 
a b o v e ) t h e l e v e l o f c h i l d l e s s n e s s i s q u i t e s u b s t a n t i a l , r a n g i n g b e t w e e n 1 4 . 4 and 
1 7 . 5 p e r c e n t s i n 1970 f o r D o m i n i c a and 1 4 . 6 t o 1 9 . 3 f o r S t . L u c i a . I n 1 9 8 0 S t . 
L u c i a ' s r a n g e i n p e r c e n t a g e c h i l d l e s s f o r women 4 5 y e a r s of aqe and o v e r i s 9 . 9 t o 
1 7 . 2 and D o m i n i c a ' s i n 1981 i s 7 . 8 t o 1 5 . 9 . S t . L u c i a ' s p e r c e n t a g e c h i l d l e s s i s 
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h i g h e r t h a n t h a t o f D o m i n i c a f o r e a c h age g r o u p a t b o t h p o i n t s i n t i m e . The h i g h e r 
l e v e l o f c h i l d l e s s n e s s i n t h e e a r l i e r p e r i o d compared t o t h e l a t t e r i s p e r h a p s a 
r e f l e c t i o n o f i m p r o v e m e n t s i n h e a l t h and g e n e r a l w e l l b e i n g and o f sex r a t i o 
i m b a l a n c e s due t o e m i g r a t i o n , among o t h e r f a c t o r s . The c o n t i n u a t i o n o f r e l a t i v e l y 
h i g h l e v e l s o f c h i l d l e s s n e s s a r e p e r h a p s r e l a t e d t o t h e same f a c t o r s w h i c h a r e s t i l l 
n o t i n c o n s e q u e n t i a l i n t h e s e s o c i e t i e s . 
TABLE 3 0 
D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a : C h i l d l e s s n e s s by P r e s e n t A g e . 
P e r c e n t a g e o f women a g e 3 0 - 6 4 y e a r s who h a v e n o t had a l i v e b i r t h . 
DOMINICA S T . LUCIA 
P r e s e n t 
Age 1 9 7 0 1 9 8 1 1 9 7 0 1 9 8 0 
3 0 - 3 4 9 . 4 8 . 2 1 1 . 1 9 . 3 
35 - 3 9 6 . 9 5 . 8 1 0 . 3 7 . 5 
4 0 - 4 4 1 0 . 4 5 . 3 1 3 . 4 8 . 3 
4 5 - 4 9 1 4 . 4 7 . 8 1 4 . 6 9 . 9 
5 0 - 5 4 1 6 . 3 8 . 8 1 7 . 1 1 1 . 4 
55 - 5 9 1 5 . 9 1 5 . 3 1 9 . 3 1 4 . 8 
6 0 - 6 4 1 7 . 5 1 5 . 9 2 2 . 6 1 7 . 2 
4 0 - 6 4 1 4 . 7 1 0 . 4 1 6 . 8 1 2 . 0 
65 + NA 1 7 . 8 NA 1 8 . 1 
S o u r c e : 1 9 7 0 a n d 1 9 8 0 / 1 C e n s u s e s o f P o p u l a t i o n . 
TABLE 31 
D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a . 
C h i l d l e s s n e s s and R a c e . P e r c e n t o f Women a g e 4 0 - 6 4 who h a v e n o t had a l i v e b i r t h . 
DOMINICA S T . LUCIA 
R a c e 1 9 7 0 1 9 8 1 1 9 7 0 1 9 8 0 
B l a c k s 1 4 . 3 1 3 . 0 1 6 . 5 1 2 . 1 
A m e r i n d i a n s 2 . 8 0 1 . 5 NA NA 
E a s t I n d i a n s NA NA 7 . 7 6 . 7 
W h i t e s 6 5 . 4 1 4 8 . 2 1 3 6 . 5 1 6 . 7 
M i x e d 1 5 . 3 1 2 . 0 2 3 . 5 1 1 . 6 
NA = N o t A p p l i c a b l e . 1 = Base l e s s t h a n 1 0 0 women. 
S o u r c e : 1 9 7 0 and 1 9 8 0 / 1 C e n s u s e s o f P o p u l a t i o n . 
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For a l l r a c i a l g r o u p s t h e p e r c e n t a g e c h i l d l e s s has d e c r e a s e d b e t w e e n 1 9 7 0 and 
1 9 8 0 / 1 ( T a b l e 3 1 ) . The s m a l l w h i t e p o p u l a t i o n s h a v e t h e h i g h e s t l e v e l s o f c h i l d -
l e s s n e s s . The m i x e d p o p u l a t i o n had t h e second h i q h e s t l e v e l , f o l l o w e d by t h e b l a c k s 
i n 1 9 7 0 b u t i n 1 9 8 0 / 1 t h e p e r c e n t a g e c h i l d l e s s among t h e b l a c k s i s s l i g h t l y h i g h e r 
t h a n t h a t f o r t h e m i x e d . C h i l d l e s s n e s s has d e c l i n e d i n D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a 
b e t w e e n 1 9 7 0 and 1 9 8 0 / 1 . I n 1970 t h e p e r c e n t a g e s c h i l d l e s s among b l a c k s and m i x e d 
a r e h i g h e r f o r S t . L u c i a t h a n D o m i n i c a b u t by 1 9 8 0 / 1 S t . L u c i a a n d D o m i n i c a a r e 
a l m o s t i d e n t i c a l . S t . L u c i a ' s p e r c e n t a g e s have shown d r a m a t i c d e c l i n e s . 
I n T a b l e 3 2 we c a n see t h a t t h e p r o p o r t i o n o f women c h i l d l e s s i s much h i g h e r 
f o r women w i t h s e c o n d a r y and h i g h e r e d u c a t i o n t h a n t h o s e w i t h p r i m a r y and l e s s . 
S t . L u c i a ' s c h i l d l e s s n e s s w i t h i n t h e e d u c a t i o n a l c a t e g o r i e s i s h i g h e r t h a n t h a t o f 
D o m i n i c a . The p r o p o r t i o n o f women c h i l d l e s s has i n c r e a s e d b e t w e e n 1 9 7 0 and 1 9 8 1 f o r 
women who h a v e a t t a i n e d a s e c o n d a r y o r h i g h e r l e v e l o f e d u c a t i o n i n D o m i n i c a and has 
d e c r e a s e d i n t h e o t h e r c a t e g o r i e s i n S t . L u c i a and D o m i n i c a . 
TABLE 3 2 
D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a : C h i l d l e s s n e s s by E d u c a t i o n : 
P e r c e n t a g e o f women a g e 4 0 - 6 4 y e a r s who h a v e n o t had a l i v e b i r t h . 
DOM] [NICA S T . .UCIA 
E d u c a t i o n 1 9 7 0 * 1981 1 9 7 0 1 9 8 0 
P r i m a r y and l e s s 
S e c o n d a r y and H i g h e r 
1 2 . 8 
1 5 . 6 
9 . 5 
2 0 . 4 
1 5 . 9 
3 5 . 3 
1 1 . 4 
2 2 . 2 
* 0 - 6 y e a r s = P r i m a r y o r L e s s , 7 + y e a r s = S e c o n d a r y and h i g h e r 
S o u r c e : 1 9 7 0 and 1 9 8 0 / 1 P o p u l a t i o n C e n s u s e s . 
M a r r i e d women and t h o s e i n common l a w u n i o n s h a v e l e v e l s o f c h i l d l e s s n e s s n o t 
t o o d i f f e r e n t f r o m e a c h o t h e r ( T a b l e 3 3 ) . Most o f t h e c h i l d l e s s women w e r e n e v e r i n 
a u n i o n . The p r o p o r t i o n s o f c h i l d l e s s women i n S t . L u c i a w i t h i n t h e u n i o n s t a t u s 
c a t e g o r i e s a r e h i g h e r t h a n t h o s e o f D o m i n i c a . P r o p o r t i o n o f c h i l d l e s s n e s s h a s 
d e c r e a s e d b e t w e e n 1 9 7 0 and 1 9 8 0 / 1 i n t h e d i f f e r e n t u n i o n s t a t u s e s . Few women a r e i n 
v i s i t i n g u n i o n s a t a g e s 4 0 y e a r s and o l d e r . From T a b l e 33 we can c o n c l u d e t h a t a 
v e r y s i g n i f i c a n t p r o p o r t i o n o f t h e c h i l d l e s s women i s a c c o u n t e d f o r by women who 
h a v e n e v e r b e e n i n a s e x u a l u n i o n . 
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The d e c l i n i n g p e r c e n t a g e o f c h i l d l e s s n e s s c a n be s e e n among t h e c a t e g o r i e s o f 
m a i n e c o n o m i c a c t i v i t y i n t h e 12 m o n t h s p r e c e d i n g t h e c e n s u s e s . I n a l l t h r e e 
c a t e g o r i e s t h e p e r c e n t a g e s c h i l d l e s s d e c l i n e d b e t w e e n 1 9 7 0 and 1 9 8 0 / 1 f o r S t . L u c i a 
and D o m i n i c a ( T a b l e 3 4 ) . Women who w o r k e d a r e s l i g h t l y more l i k e l y t o be c h i l d l e s s 
t h a n t h o s e i n v o l v e d i n home d u t i e s . The r e t i r e d and d i s a b l e d a r e t h e most l i k e l y t o 
be c h i l d l e s s among t h e t h r e e g r o u p s . S t . L u c i a ' s p e r c e n t a g e c h i l d l e s s i s h i g h e r 
t h a n D o m i n i c a ' s a t e a c h c e n s u s and f o r e a c h m a i n a c t i v i t y c a t e g o r y . 
C h i l d l e s s n e s s i s an i m p o r t a n t f a c t o r i n t h e l e v e l s o f f e r t i l i t y i n D o m i n i c a and 
S t . L u c i a . I n 1 9 7 0 t h e l e v e l s w e r e q u i t e h i g h . These r e l a t i v e l y h i g h l e v e l s o f 
c h i l d l e s s n e s s h a v e d e c l i n e d somewhat by 1 9 8 0 / 1 . The l e v e l o f c h i l d l e s s n e s s i s 
h i g h e r i n S t . L u c i a t h a n i n D o m i n i c a . Women who h a v e n e v e r b e e n i n a u n i o n 
c o n t r i b u t e a s i g n i f i c a n t p o r t i o n o f t h i s c h i l d l e s s n e s s . I t has been a d v a n c e d by 
some r e s e a r c h e r s t h a t s e c o n d a r y s t e r i l i t y a r i s i n g f r o m c h r o n i c v e n e r a l d i s e a s e s may 
be a f a c t o r i n t h e r e l a t i v e h i g h l e v e l s o f c h i l d l e s s n e s s . R e d u c t i o n s i n t h e 
i n c i d e n c e o f v e n e r a l d i s e a s e s and i t s d e t e c t i o n and t r e a t m e n t may be p l a y i n g a p a r t 
TABLE 33 
D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a : C h i l d l e s s n e s s by P r e s e n t M a r i t a l S t a t u s . 
P e r c e n t o f women i n t h e a g e g r o u p 4 0 - 6 4 y e a r s who h a v e n o t had a l i v e b i r t h . 
DOMINICA S T . LUCIA 
P r e s e n t U n i o n S t a t u s 1 9 7 0 1981 1 9 7 0 1 9 8 0 
M a r r i e d 1 0 . 5 6.8 1 1 . 5 8 . 2 
Common Law ( C L ) 1 1 . 7 6 . 5 1 2 . 9 1 0 . 3 
V i s i t i n g O . O 1 9 . 6 O . O 2 2 . 3 2 
No l o n g e r l i v i n g w i t h h u s b a n d 1 0 . 7 8 . 3 1 2 . 8 1 0 . 3 
No l o n g e r l i v i n g w i t h common l a w 
p a r t n e r 1 . 0 2 . 4 3 . 0 3 . 5 
N e v e r had h u s b a n d o r p a r t n e r 4 4 . 7 3 1 . 6 4 5 . 1 3 7 . 8 
1 Base l e s s t h a n 5 0 women; 2 Base l e s s t h a n 1 0 0 women 
S o u r c e : 1 9 7 0 and 1 9 8 0 / 1 C e n s u s e s o f P o p u l a t i o n . 
i n t h e r e d u c t i o n s s e e n i n c h i l d l e s s n e s s b e t w e e n 1 9 7 0 and 1 9 8 0 / 1 . S o c i e t a l f e r t i l i t y 
i n t h e C a r i b b e a n w o u l d l i k e l y be h i g h e r i n t h e p a s t a s w e l l a s t h e p r e s e n t had i t 
n o t been f o r such h i g h p r o p o r t i o n s c h i l d l e s s among women. The r e d u c t i o n i n t h e 
p r o p o r t i o n o f women who w e r e c h i l d l e s s b e t w e e n 1 9 7 0 and 1 9 8 0 / 1 i s i n c o n t r a d i c t i o n 
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t o t h e d e c l i n i n g t r e n d s i n f e r t i l i t y . I t i s l i k e l y t h a t a l a r g e r p e r c e n t a g e o f 
women a r e h a v i n g one o r more l i v e b i r t h s w h i l e t h e number o f c h i l d r e n p e r m o t h e r i s 
d e c l i n i n g and t h a t t h e l a t t e r i s h a v i n g a g r e a t e r i m p a c t on p e r i o d f e r t i l i t y r a t e s 
t h a n t h e f o r m e r . H o w e v e r , o n e must a l w a y s e n t e r t a i n t h e p o s s i b i l i t y o f r e c o r d i n g 
e r r o r s b e i n g a f a c t o r . The l i k e l y e m e r g i n g p a t t e r n i s o n e o f f e w e r c h i l d l e s s women, 
f e w e r h i g h o r d e r b i r t h s r e s u l t i n g f r o m t h e s p a c i n g o f c h i l d r e n and t h e t e r m i n a t i o n 
o f c h i l d b e a r i n g a t o r n e a r t h e woman's d e s i r e d number o f c h i l d r e n . The o u t c o m e o f 
t h i s i s l o w e r p e r i o d f e r t i l i t y r a t e s e v e n t u a l l y m a n i f e s t i n g i t s e l f i n l o w e r c o h o r t 
r a t e s such a s c o m p l e t e d f a m i l y s i z e . 
TABLE 34 
D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a : C h i l d l e s s n e s s by M a i n E c o n o m i c A c t i v i t y . 
P e r c e n t o f women i n t h e age g r o u p 4 0 - 6 4 y e a r s who h a v e n o t h a d a l i v e b i r t h . 
DOMINICA S T . LUCIA 
M a i n E c o n o m i c A c t i v i t y 1 9 7 0 1 9 8 1 1 9 7 0 1 9 8 0 
W o r k e d 1 8 . 4 1 1 . 7 2 1 . 8 1 3 . 6 
Home D u t i e s 1 0 . 9 8 . 3 1 2 . 8 9 . 1 
R e t i r e d / D i s a b l e d 1 9 . 5 1 9 . 0 2 4 . 5 2 2 . 8 
S o u r c e : 1 9 7 0 and 1 9 8 0 / 1 C e n s u s e s o f P o p u l a t i o n . 
4 . 1 6 WOMEN NEVER I N A UNION AND/OR NEVER MARRIED 
Women who h a v e n e v e r b e e n i n a s e x u a l u n i o n f o r m a s u b g r o u p o f t h e c h i l d l e s s 
women o f t h e p r e v i o u s s e c t i o n . Those who h a v e n e v e r b e e n i n a u n i o n h a v e n e v e r b e e n 
e x p o s e d t o t h e r i s k o f c h i l d b e a r i n g and i s a s p e c i a l g r o u p o f women b u t s h o u l d n o t 
be c o n f u s e d w i t h women who h a v e n e v e r b e e n m a r r i e d . Some o f t h e women who h a v e 
n e v e r b e e n m a r r i e d i n t h e s e C a r i b b e a n s o c i e t i e s may h a v e had a s much e x p o s u r e t o t h e 
r i s k o f c h i l d b e a r i n g a s women who h a v e been m a r r i e d . T h e s e n e v e r m a r r i e d women 
i n c l u d e t h o s e women who h a v e n e v e r b e e n i n a s e x u a l u n i o n a s w e l l a s t h o s e who h a v e 
s p e n t v a r y i n g p r o p o r t i o n s o f t h e i r c h i l d b e a r i n g p e r i o d s i n common l a w a n d / o r 
v i s i t i n g u n i o n s . Women i n common l a w a n d / o r v i s i t i n g u n i o n s o v e r a t l e a s t some 
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p a r t s o f t h e i r r e p r o d u c t i v e p e r i o d a r e e x p o s e d t o c h i l d b e a r i n g . We h a v e s e e n 
a l r e a d y t h a t t h e r e a r e f e r t i l i t y d i f f e r e n c e s by sex u n i o n t y p e s . 
I n t h i s s e c t i o n we t a k e a b r i e f l o o k a t t h e p e r c e n t a g e s m a r r i e d , and e v e r i n a 
u n i o n , f o r e a c h f i v e y e a r a g e g r o u p s o f women 15 y e a r s and o l d e r a t t h e 1 9 6 0 , 1 9 7 0 
and 1 9 8 0 / 1 c e n s u s e s . T h i s w i l l p r o v i d e us w i t h an i d e a o f an a s p e c t o f t h e d y n a m i c s 
o f f a m i l y f o r m a t i o n i n D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a and by i m p l i c a t i o n i t s e f f e c t s u p o n 
f e r t i l i t y . F e r t i l i t y i s n o t d i r e c t l y i n t r o d u c e d i n t o t h i s s e c t i o n . 
T a b l e 3 5 p r o v i d e s t h e d a t a f o r t h i s a n a l y s i s . I t was n o t p o s s i b l e t o l o c a t e 
t h e p e r c e n t a g e s n e v e r i n a u n i o n i n 1 9 6 0 i n S t . L u c i a . The p e r c e n t n e v e r m a r r i e d 
w i l l a l w a y s b e s i g n i f i c a n t l y s m a l l e r t h a n t h e p e r c e n t n e v e r i n a s e x u a l u n i o n 
b e c a u s e o f t h e n a t u r e o f f a m i l y f o r m a t i o n p a t t e r n s i n D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a . T h e s e 
t w o p e r c e n t s become c l o s e r i n m a g n i t u d e w i t h i n c r e a s i n g a g e s i n c e most women 
p r o g r e s s w i t h t i m e f r o m v i s i t i n g u n i o n s t o common l a w a n d / o r m a r r i e d and f r o m common 
l a w t o m a r r i e d . T h e r e a r e c h a n g e s i n t h e o p p o s i t e d i r e c t i o n a l s o b u t t h e p r e d o m i n -
a n t t r e n d i s i n t h e d i r e c t i o n : v i s i t i n g - common l a w - m a r r i e d . 
The p e r c e n t s n e v e r m a r r i e d a r e v e r y h i g h a t a l l a g e s a t t h e t h r e e p o i n t s i n 
t i m e f o r D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a . E v e n a t a g e 6 5 and o v e r c l o s e t o 3 0 p e r c e n t o f t h e 
women a r e s t i l l u n m a r r i e d i n D o m i n i c a and o v e r 3 0 p e r c e n t i n S t . L u c i a . I n 1 9 6 0 t h e 
p e r c e n t o f t h e women 4 0 y e a r s and o v e r who h a v e n e v e r b e e n m a r r i e d a r e h i g h e r i n 
S t . L u c i a t h a n i n D o m i n i c a . By 1 9 7 0 t h e p i c t u r e i n l e s s c l e a r and i n 1 9 8 0 f o r S t . 
L u c i a a n d 1 9 8 1 f o r D o m i n i c a , t h e p e r c e n t s n e v e r m a r r i e d i n t h e f i v e y e a r a g e g r o u p s 
f o r women 4 0 a n d o v e r , e x c e p t o n e , a r e h i g h e r f o r D o m i n i c a t h a n S t . L u c i a . A 
t u r n a r o u n d h a s t a k e n p l a c e b e t w e e n D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a and t h i s i s l i k e l y t o b e 
r e l a t e d t o t h e t u r n a r o u n d s e e n e a r l i e r i n t h e p e r i o d f e r t i l i t y r a t e s . 
The p e r c e n t n e v e r m a r r i e d f o r t h e age g r o u p s u n d e r 5 5 y e a r s i n D o m i n i c a 
i n c r e a s e d o v e r t h e p e r i o d 1 9 6 0 - 1 9 8 1 . The p e r c e n t s n e v e r m a r r i e d among women u n d e r 
a g e 5 0 i n S t . L u c i a d e c l i n e d f r o m 1 9 6 0 t o 1970 and i n c r e a s e d f r o m 1 9 7 0 t o 1 9 8 0 , b u t 
t h e p e r c e n t s d e c l i n e d f o r t h e f i v e - y e a r age g r o u p s f i f t y and o v e r b e t w e e n 1 9 6 0 and 
I 9 8 0 . 
The p e r c e n t n e v e r m a r r i e d i s r e l a t i v e l y h i q h i n D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a . C l o s e 
t o a t h i r d o f a l l women n e v e r m a r r y i n t h e s e two s o c i e t i e s . I n 1 9 6 0 S t . L u c i a ' s 
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TABLE 39 
D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a : P e r c e n t o f t h e F e m a l e P o p u l a t i o n 
15 y e a r s o f age and o v e r n e v e r m a r r i e d and n e v e r i n a s e x u a l u n i o n . 
DOMINICA 
P e r c e n t N e v e r M a r r i e d P e r c e n t N e v e r i n a S e x u a l U n i o n 
1 9 6 0 1 9 7 0 1981 1960 1970 1981 
1 5 - 1 9 9 8 . 5 9 8 . 8 9 9 . 6 8 4 . 0 7 9 . 0 6 5 . 1 
2 0 - 2 4 8 6 . 9 8 8 . 6 9 1 . 8 4 6 . 0 4 8 . 7 4 7 . 8 
2 5 - 2 9 6 8 . 9 6 9 . 8 7 3 . 7 2 9 . 5 2 5 . 9 3 0 . 3 
3 0 - 3 4 5 3 . 4 5 6 . 2 5 7 . 9 2 4 . 0 2 0 . 8 2 0 . 4 
3 5 - 3 9 4 7 . 0 4 5 . 2 5 1 . 6 2 4 . 2 1 6 . 9 1 6 . 3 
4 0 - 4 4 3 6 . 8 3 7 . 7 4 6 . 7 2 0 . 8 1 4 . 5 1 5 . 4 
4 5 - 4 9 3 5 . 4 3 8 . 8 3 8 . 5 2 4 . 1 1 7 . 8 1 4 . 2 
5 0 - 5 4 3 0 . 8 3 1 . 8 3 6 . 6 2 1 . 2 1 4 . 1 1 4 . 1 
5 5 - 5 9 3 3 . 0 3 1 . 9 3 5 . 3 2 6 . 8 1 5 . 8 1 9 . 7 
6 0 - 6 4 3 3 . 4 2 9 . 7 3 1 . 6 2 7 . 4 1 4 . 3 1 7 . 3 
65 + 2 9 . 1 NA 2 9 . 9 2 4 . 2 NA 1 9 . 5 
S o u r c e s : P o p u l a t i o n Censuses 1 9 6 0 , 1 9 7 0 , 1 9 8 0 / 1 . 
S T . LUCIA 
P e r c e n t N e v e r M a r r i e d P e r c e n t N e v e r i n a S e x u a l U n i o n 
1960 1 9 7 0 1 9 8 0 I 9 6 0 1 1970 1980 
1 5 - 1 9 9 9 . 2 9 8 . 6 9 9 . 3 8 8 . 4 7 6 . 1 
2 0 - 2 4 8 9 . 2 8 7 . 2 9 1 . 6 4 5 . 6 4 7 . 5 
2 5 - 2 9 6 9 . 3 6 6 . 0 7 6 . 0 2 4 . 6 2 9 . 9 
3 0 - 3 4 5 7 . 2 5 0 . 9 5 9 . 2 1 7 . 5 1 8 . 4 
3 5 - 3 9 4 7 . 0 4 1 . 9 4 7 . 2 1 4 . 8 1 2 . 8 
4 0 - 4 4 4 2 . 0 3 4 . 3 4 1 . 6 1 3 . 9 1 3 . 5 
4 5 - 4 9 3 8 . 5 3 2 . 1 3 6 . 3 1 5 . 1 1 1 . 9 
5 0 - 5 4 3 8 . 7 3 2 . 5 2 9 . 9 1 7 . 8 1 2 . 5 
5 5 - 5 9 3 5 . 9 3 2 . 9 2 9 . 0 1 8 . 4 1 3 . 6 
6 0 - 6 4 3 7 . 0 3 3 . 2 2 9 . 1 2 1 . 5 1 3 . 7 
65 + 3 3 . 5 NA 3 1 . 4 NA 1 8 . 1 
S o u r c e : P o p u l a t i o n C e n s u s , 1 9 6 0 1 9 7 0 , 1 9 8 0 / 1 
NA = Not A v a i l a b l e 
1 = No t a v a i l a b l e a l s o 
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r a t e o f n e v e r m a r r i e d was h i q h e r t h a n D o m i n i c a ' s and by 1 9 8 0 f o r S t . L u c i a and 1 9 8 1 
f o r D o m i n i c a , t h e r e v e r s e i s t r u e . S i n c e t h e r e i s a r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n u n i o n 
s t a t u s and f e r t i l i t y , t h e p e r c e n t a g e n e v e r m a r r y i n g i s l i k e l y p l a y i n g a p a r t i n 
a c c o u n t i n g f o r f e r t i l i t y d i f f e r e n t i a l s b e t w e e n t h e two s o c i e t i e s . 
I n T a b l e 3 5 , t h e p e r c e n t o f women n e v e r i n a s e x u a l u n i o n i s p r e s e n t e d a l s o . 
T h e r e i s no s e t p a t t e r n o f i n c r e a s e o r d e c l i n e f o r D o m i n i c a i n t h e p e r c e n t n e v e r i n 
a u n i o n b e t w e e n 1 9 6 0 and 1 9 8 1 . F o r S t . L u c i a b e t w e e n 1 9 7 0 and 1 9 8 0 t h e 3 f i v e - y e a r 
a g e g r o u p s b e t w e e n 2 0 a n d 34 had i n c r e a s e s i n t h e p e r c e n t a g e n e v e r i n a u n i o n and 
a l l o t h e r age g r o u p s had d e c l i n e s . 
I n t h e 1 5 - 1 9 age g roup i n 1 9 7 0 a n d 1 9 8 0 / 1 , a n d 5 0 - 6 4 age g r o u p s i n 1 9 7 0 , S t . 
L u c i a ' s p e r c e n t a g e s n e v e r i n a s e x u a l u n i o n a r e h i g h e r t h a n D o m i n i c a ' s . F o r a l l 
o t h e r age g r o u p s i n 1 9 7 0 a n d 1 9 8 0 , S t . L u c i a ' s p e r c e n t a g e n e v e r i n a s e x u a l u n i o n i s 
l o w e r t h a n D o m i n i c a ' s . 
V e r y s i g n i f i c a n t p r o p o r t i o n s o f t h e women a b o v e t h e c h i l d b e a r i n g ages h a v e 
n e v e r been i n a s e x u a l u n i o n or h a v e been i n v i s i t i n g u n i o n s o n l y b u t e v e n t h e n n o t 
i n t h e y e a r p r e c e d i n g t h e c e n s u s . B e t w e e n 14 a n d 2 0 p e r c e n t o f t h e women i n t h e a g e 
g r o u p s 4 5 and o v e r i n 1981 i n D o m i n i c a had n e v e r been i n a u n i o n and f o r S t . L u c i a 
i n 1 9 8 0 t h e r a n g e i s 12 t o 18 p e r c e n t . An i n c r e a s e i n t h e s e p e r c e n t a g e s w o u l d h a v e 
a n e g a t i v e e f f e c t on t h e l e v e l o f f e r t i l i t y and a d e c r e a s e t h e o p p o s i t e e f f e c t . 
S t . L u c i a ' s p e r c e n t n e v e r i n a u n i o n i s t e n d i n g t o w a r d s a d e c r e a s e i n 1 9 8 0 o v e r 
1 9 7 0 . D o m i n i c a ' s p i c t u r e i s l e s s c l e a r b e t w e e n 1 9 7 0 and 1 9 8 1 b u t p e r h a p s a s l i g h t 
t e n d e n c y t o i n c r e a s e i s e m e r g i n g among o l d e r c o h o r t s . C o m p a r i n g 1 9 6 0 w i t h 1 9 8 1 f o r 
D o m i n i c a t h e c l e a r p a t t e r n i s one o f a g e n e r a l d e c r e a s e i n t h e p e r c e n t n e v e r i n a 
u n i o n . 
I n T a b l e 3 6 i s p r e s e n t e d summary m e a s u r e s o f t h e a b o v e i n t h e f o r m o f S i n g u l a t e 
Mean Age a t M a r r i a g e (SMAM) and S i n g u l a t e Mean Age a t U n i o n F o r m a t i o n ( S M A U F ) . The 
d i f f e r e n c e s b e t w e e n t h e SMAMs f o r f e m a l e s and m a l e s i n S t . L u c i a and D o m i n i c a a r e 
q u i t e s m a l l . S i n g u l a t e mean a g e a t m a r r i a g e f o r m a l e s a r e q u i t e c l o s e f o r D o m i n i c a 
and S t . L u c i a and t h i s i s a l s o t r u e f o r f e m a l e s . The r a t e s f o r m a l e s a r e a b o u t t w o 
y e a r s h i g h e r t h a n t h o s e o f f e m a l e s i n b o t h s o c i e t i e s . 
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S i r i g u l a t e mean a g e a t u n i o n f o r m a t i o n (SMAUF) i s a v a i l a b l e f o r f e m a l e s and a r e 
shown i n T a b l e 3 6 . T h e s e h a v e r e m a i n e d unchanged b e t w e e n 1 9 6 0 and 1 9 8 1 f o r D o m i n i c a 
and b e t w e e n 1 9 7 0 and 1 9 8 0 f o r S t . L u c i a . The r a t e s f o r D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a a r e 
a l m o s t i d e n t i c a l . T h e s i n g u l a t e mean a g e a t u n i o n f o r m a t i o n i s a r o u n d 2 2 . 5 y e a r s 
f o r D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a . 
Women i n D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a on t h e a v e r a g e e n t e r a u n i o n a b o u t t e n y e a r s 
b e f o r e t h e y g e t m a r r i e d . U n i o n f o r m a t i o n i s e a r l y and m a r r i a g e i s l a t e i n t h e s e t w o 
s o c i e t i e s . 
4 . 1 7 AGE AT THE B I R T H OF THE F I R S T CHILD AND AGE AT THE BIRTH OF THE LAST CHILD 
The age a t w h i c h t h e f i r s t b i r t h t a k e s p l a c e and t h a t a t w h i c h t h e l a s t b i r t h 
TABLE 36 
D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a : S i n g u l a t e Mean Age a t M a r r i a g e (SMAM) f o r M a l e s and F e m a l e s and 
S i n g u l a t e Mean Age a t U n i o n F o r m a t i o n (SMAUF) f o r F e m a l e s 
MALES FEMALES 
1 9 6 0 1 9 7 0 1 9 8 0 / 1 1 9 6 0 1 9 7 0 1 9 8 0 / 1 
SMAM 
D o m i n i c a 3 4 . 2 3 4 . 4 3 5 . 8 3 1 . 9 3 2 . 0 3 3 . 7 
S t . L u c i a 3 5 . 0 3 3 . 5 3 5 . 7 3 2 . 2 3 1 . 1 3 3 . 6 
SMAUF 
D o m i n i c a NA NA NA 2 2 . 5 2 2 . 5 2 2 . 3 
S t . L u c i a NA NA NA NA 2 2 . 4 2 2 . 8 
NA = N o t A v a i l a b l e 
S o u r c e s : 1 9 6 0 , 1 9 7 0 and 1 9 8 0 / 1 P o p u l a t i o n C e n s u s e s . 
SMAM = S i n g u l a t e Mean Age a t M a r r i a g e " i s an e s t i m a t e o f t h e mean number o f y e a r s 
l i v e d by a c o h o r t o f women b e f o r e t h e i r f i r s t m a r r i a g e " ( S h r y o c k , and S i e g a l 
1 9 7 6 ) . 
SMAUF = T h e S i n g u l a t e Mean Age a t U n i o n F o r m a t i o n i s an e s t i m a t e o f t h e mean number 
o f y e a r s l i v e d by a c o h o r t o f women b e f o r e t h e i r f i r s t e n t r y i n t o a s e x u a l 
u n i o n . 
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o c c u r s mark t h e e f f e c t i v e c h i l d b e a r i n g s p a n . A l l o t h e r t h i n g s b e i n g e q u a l , t h e 
y o u n g e r t h e a g e a t t h e b i r t h o f t h e f i r s t c h i l d and t h e h i g h e r t h e a g e a t t h e b i r t h 
o f t h e l a s t c h i l d t h e g r e a t e r t h e p o s s i b l e number o f l i v e b i r t h s b o r n t o t h e woman. 
I n t h i s s e c t i o n we l o o k a t t h e s e t w o l i f e s t a g e s f o r women 3 5 y e a r s and o v e r . Women 
who h a v e n o t by age 35 had t h e i r f i r s t c h i l d a r e u n l i k e l y t o h a v e a n y . The same 
c a n n o t b e s a i d w i t h r e s p e c t t o t h e l a s t c h i l d and f o r t h o s e women u n d e r a g e 4 9 , t h e 
a v e r a g e a g e s a t l a s t b i r t h and t o a l e s s e r e x t e n t t h e f i r s t b i r t h a r e u n d e r e s t i m a t e s 
b e c a u s e o f t r u n c a t i o n . F o r f i r s t b i r t h s i t i s s a f e t o make c o m p a r i s o n s f o r t h e a g e 
g r o u p s 4 5 a n d o v e r and t h i s i s p e r h a p s t r u e f o r l a s t b i r t h s a l s o . 
E v e n t h o u g h f e r t i l i t y i s n o t d i r e c t l y i n t r o d u c e d i n t o t h i s s e c t i o n t h i s 
a n a l y s i s h a s i m p l i c a t i o n s f o r f e r t i l i t y . T r e n d s i n t h e a v e r a g e a g e s a t f i r s t and 
l a s t b i r t h s o v e r t i m e f o r a g e c o h o r t s o f women may s u g g e s t y e t a n o t h e r p o s s i b l e 
f a c t o r i n c h a n g e s i n f e r t i l i t y . 
The p r e s e n t a t i o n b e g i n s w i t h t h e a v e r a g e a g e s a t f i r s t and l a s t b i r t h s f o r f i v e 
y e a r a g e c o h o r t s b e t w e e n 35 and 6 4 i n S t . L u c i a and D o m i n i c a f o r 1 9 7 0 and 1 9 8 0 / 1 
( T a b l e 3 7 ) . The mean a g e a t f i r s t b i r t h f o r S t . L u c i a d e c l i n e d b e t w e e n 1 9 7 0 a n d 
1 9 8 0 f o r t h e f i v e y e a r age c o h o r t s b e t w e e n a g e 35 and 6 4 . I n D o m i n i c a o v e r t h e 
p e r i o d 1 9 7 0 - 8 1 , i t d e c l i n e d f o r t h e c o h o r t s 3 5 - 4 9 , showed no c h a n g e f o r t h e 5 0 - 5 9 
and d e c l i n e d f o r t h e 6 0 - 6 4 . The d e c l i n e s f o r S t . L u c i a and D o m i n i c a a r e s m a l l b u t 
l a r g e c h a n g e s a r e n o t e x p e c t e d o r g e n e r a l l y e n c o u n t e r e d i n a g e a t f i r s t b i r t h s . 
The a v e r a g e a g e a t f i r s t b i r t h i s a l m o s t t h e same f o r D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a 
f o r t h e d i f f e r e n t a g e c o h o r t s a t t h e t w o p o i n t s i n t i m e . T h a t i s , S t . L u c i a ' s 
l e v e l s a r e s i m i l a r t o t h o s e o f D o m i n i c a i n 1 9 7 0 c o n t r o l l i n g f o r p r e s e n t a g e and t h e 
same i s t r u e i n 1 9 8 0 f o r S t . L u c i a c o m p a r e d t o D o m i n i c a i n 1 9 8 1 . The t w o s o c i e t i e s 
e x p e r i e n c e s i m i l a r a v e r a g e a g e s a t t h e b i r t h o f t h e f i r s t c h i l d . The a v e r a g e a g e a t 
f i r s t b i r t h i n S t . L u c i a and D o m i n i c a i n 1 9 7 0 i s b e t w e e n 2 2 and 2 3 y e a r s f o r women 
4 5 y e a r s o f a g e and o l d e r and i t i s b e t w e e n 2 1 and 2 3 y e a r s i n 1 9 8 0 / 1 . The b o t t o m 
o f t h e r a n g e has been l o w e r e d f o r t h e most r e c e n t p e r i o d . T h e s e a v e r a g e ages f o r 
f i r s t b i r t h a r e c o m p a r a b l e t o a v e r a g e a g e s a t f i r s t m a r r i a g e i n d e v e l o p e d 
s o c i e t i e s . The i n i t i a t i o n o f c h i l d b e a r i n q i n D o m i n i c a a n d S t . L u c i a , on t h e a v e r a q e 
i s n o t as low as m i g h t h a v e been g u e s s e d . I t i s p o s s i b l e t h e a v e r a g e age o f f i r s t 
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b i r t h has by 1 9 7 0 i n c r e a s e d t o t h i s l e v e l and has a l r e a d y been a f a c t o r i n t h e 
r e l a t i v e low l e v e l s o f f e r t i l i t y i n t h e s e two c o u n t r i e s as e a r l y as t h i s d a t e . 
TABLE 37 
D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a : 
Mean Age o f M o t h e r a t t h e b i r t h s o f t h e f i r s t and l a s t l i v e b o r n c h i l d r e n 
P r e s e n t DOMINICA S T . LUCIA 
Age 
o f Mean Age At Mean Age At Mean Age A t Mean Age A t 
T h e F i r s t B i r t h L a s t B i r t h F i r s t B i r t h L a s t B i r t h 
Women 
1 9 7 0 1981 1 9 7 0 1981 1 9 7 0 1 9 8 0 1 9 7 0 1 9 8 0 
3 5 - 3 9 2 1 . 1 2 0 . 5 3 3 . 1 1 3 0 . 4 1 2 1 . 0 2 0 . 5 3 2 . 7 1 3 1 . 4 1 
4 0 - 4 4 2 2 . 1 2 0 . 5 3 5 . 8 1 3 3 . 0 1 2 1 . 4 2 1 . 0 3 4 . 9 1 3 3 . 7 1 
4 5 - 4 9 2 2 . 4 2 1 . 4 3 6 . 6 1 3 5 . 4 1 2 2 . 0 2 1 . 4 3 6 . 2 1 3 5 . 9 1 
5 0 - 5 4 2 2 . 3 2 2 . 1 3 5 . 9 3 6 . 7 2 2 . 5 2 1 . 9 3 5 . 2 3 6 . 2 
5 5 - 5 9 2 2 . 9 2 2 . 9 3 5 . 4 3 6 . 7 2 2 . 7 2 2 . 2 3 5 . 2 3 6 . 7 
6 0 - 6 4 2 3 . 2 2 2 . 3 3 6 . 0 3 6 . 4 2 2 . 7 2 2 . 4 3 4 . 8 3 5 . 9 
65 + NA 2 3 . 1 NA 3 6 . 5 NA 2 3 . 0 NA 3 5 . 8 
1 = T r u n c a t e d , s i n c e c h i l d b e a r i n g i s n o t c o m p l e t e d , e v e n t h o u g h f o r 4 5 - 4 9 i t 
v i r t u a l l y i s . 
S o u r c e : 1 9 7 0 a n d 1 9 8 0 / 1 C e n s u s e s o f P o p u l a t i o n . 
The a v e r a g e age o f t h e m o t h e r a t t h e b i r t h o f t h e l a s t c h i l d can be seen i n 
T a b l e 3 7 . For b o t h S t . L u c i a a n d D o m i n i c a t h i s a v e r a g e d e c l i n e d b e t w e e n 1 9 7 0 and 
1 9 8 0 / 1 f o r women 3 5 - 4 9 and i n c r e a s e d f o r women 5 0 - 6 4 . F o r t h i s l a t t e r g r o u p we h a v e 
t h e a c t u a l a v e r a g e age a t t h e b i r t h o f t h e l a s t c h i l d and f o r b o t h s o c i e t i e s i t has 
i n c r e a s e d b e t w e e n 1 9 7 0 and 1 9 8 0 / 1 . F o r t h e f o r m e r g r o u p one must e n t e r t a i n t h e 
p o s s i b i l i t y o f f u r t h e r c h i l d b e a r i n g and hence t h e p r o b a b i l i t y o f t h e e f f e c t s o f 
t r u n c a t i o n . These d i f f e r e n c e s a r e n o t l a r g e and t h e i r i m p o r t a n c e s h o u l d n o t be 
e x a g g e r a t e d . 
T h e mean age a t t h e b i r t h o f t h e l a s t c h i l d i s s i m i l a r f o r S t . L u c i a and 
D o m i n i c a . C o n t r o l l i n g f o r p r e s e n t aqe we f i n d t h a t t h e a v e r a g e age a t t h e b i r t h o f 
t h e l a s t c h i l d i n 1 9 7 0 f o r women 4 5 and o v e r r a n g e s b e t w e e n 35 and 37 f o r D o m i n i c a 
and b e t w e e n 35 a n d 36 f o r S t . L u c i a . I n 1 9 8 0 , t h e r a n g e f o r S t . L u c i a i s 3 6 t o 37 
and f o r D o m i n i c a i n 1981 i t i s b e t w e e n 35 and 3 7 . D o m i n i c a ' s r a n g e r e m a i n s t h e same 
i n 1 9 7 0 and 1981 and S t . L u c i a ' s i n c r e a s e d a t t h e l i m i t s by one y e a r b e t w e e n 1 9 7 0 
and 1 9 8 0 . 
81 
The a v e r a g e number o f y e a r s b e t w e e n t h e age a t f i r s t b i r t h and t h e age a t l a s t 
b i r t h f o r D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a i s c l o s e and r a n g e s b e t w e e n 12 and 14 y e a r s i n 1 9 7 0 
f o r women 35 y e a r s o f age and o l d e r . I n 1 9 8 0 / 1 t h e r a n g e i s 13 t o 15 r e p r e s e n t i n g a 
s h i f t o f one y e a r u p w a r d s . 
The mean a g e a t t h e b i r t h o f t h e f i r s t c h i l d i s shown a g a i n i n T a b l e 3 8 a l o n g 
w i t h p r e s e n t u n i o n s t a t u s e x c l u d i n g v i s i t i n g s i n c e t h e r e a r e t o o few c a s e s f o r t h e s e 
h i g h age g r o u p s . I t becomes o b v i o u s a t a g l a n c e t h a t t h e r e i s v e r y l i t t l e v a r i a t i o n 
among c a t e g o r i e s o f p r e s e n t u n i o n s t a t u s when c o n t r o l s a r e i n c l u d e d f o r p r e s e n t 
a g e . The d i f f e r e n c e s a r e n o t s i g n i f i c a n t s t a t i s t i c a l l y o r i n t e r m s o f p o s s i b l e 
i n f l u e n c e on f e r t i l i t y . I t i s p o s s i b l e t o c o n c l u d e t h a t d i f f e r e n t i a l f e r t i l i t y by 
u n i o n s t a t u s i s n o t a f u n c t i o n o f d i f f e r e n t i a l age a t f i r s t b i r t h by u n i o n s t a t u s . 
E a r l i e r c o n c l u s i o n s drawn c o n c e r n i n g age a t f i r s t b i r t h based on T a b l e 3 7 a r e 
a p p l i c a b l e h e r e c o n t r o l l i n g f o r p r e s e n t u n i o n s t a t u s e v e n t h o u g h t h e p i c t u r e s may 
n o t be as s h a r p , w h i c h i s p o s s i b l y due t o r e d u c e d s u b s a m p l e s i z e s . 
The a v e r a g e a g e a t f i r s t b i r t h i s c l o s e t o 2 2 i n D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a f o r 
women 35 y e a r s o f age and o l d e r i n b o t h 1 9 7 0 a n d 1 9 8 0 / 1 and f o r t h e f o u r u n i o n 
s t a t u s e s . The a v e r a g e age a t f i r s t b i r t h assumes a n a r r o w r a n g e o f b e t w e e n 2 0 a n d 
2 3 y e a r s : f i g u r e s w h i c h a r e g e n e r a l l y a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h e a v e r a g e age o f m a r r i a g e 
i n d e v e l o p e d s o c i e t i e s . 
I n o r d e r t o c o m p l e t e t h e p i c t u r e we p r e s e n t i n T a b l e 3 9 t h e mean age a t t h e 
b i r t h o f t h e l a s t c h i l d a l o n g w i t h p r e s e n t aqe and u n i o n s t a t u s . However o n l y women 
4 5 y e a r s o f age and o v e r a r e i n c l u d e d h e r e and t h e r e f o r e t h e r e i s no t r u n c a t i o n 
e f f e c t . 
T h e r e i s v e r y l i t t l e o r no i n t e r - a g e - c o h o r t d i f f e r e n c e s i n t h e a v e r a g e age a t 
t h e b i r t h o f t h e l a s t c h i l d c o n t r o l l i n g f o r p e r i o d o f t i m e and u n i o n s t a t u s . Women 
b e t w e e n 4 5 - 4 9 a n d 6 0 - 6 4 , i n S t . L u c i a a n d D o m i n i c a h a v e a v e r a o e ages a t t h e 
b i r t h o f t h e l a s t c h i l d w h i c h a r e n o t d i s s i m i l a r f r o m e a c h o t h e r i n 1 9 7 0 and a g a i n 
i n 1 9 8 0 / 1 w i t h i n t h e d i f f e r e n t c a t e g o r i e s o f u n i o n s t a t u s . 
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TABLE 49 
D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a : 
Mean Age o f t h e b i r t h o f t h e f i r s t l i v e b o r n c h i l d by P r e s e n t Age and U n i o n S t a t u s 
DOMINICA 
U n i o n St . a t u s : Mean Age a t F i r s t B i r t h 
No l o n g e r i n N e v e r was i n 
P r e s e n t M a r r i e d Common Law a U n i o n a U n i o n 
Age 
1 9 7 0 1 9 8 1 1 9 7 0 1 9 8 1 1 9 7 0 1 9 8 1 1 9 7 0 1 9 8 1 
3 5 - 3 9 2 1 . 4 2 0 . 8 2 0 . 5 1 9 . 7 2 1 . 3 2 0 . 2 2 1 . 1 2 0 . 5 
4 0 - 4 4 2 2 . 2 2 0 . 8 2 2 . 3 1 9 . 7 2 1 . 6 2 0 . 7 2 1 . 7 2 0 . 6 
4 5 - 4 9 2 2 . 3 2 1 . 5 2 1 . 8 2 1 . 4 2 1 . 6 2 1 . 3 2 3 . 3 2 1 . 4 
5 0 - 5 4 2 2 . 4 2 2 . 1 2 2 . 0 ^ 2 1 . 8 2 2 . 2 2 2 . 2 2 2 . 4 ^ 2 2 . 5 
5 5 - 5 9 2 3 . 1 2 2 . 9 2 1 . 9 3 2 2 . 1 2 3 . 4 2 2 . 6 2 3 . 9 4 2 3 . 3 
6 0 - 6 4 2 3 . 2 2 2 . 4 2 1 . 6 3 2 0 . 8 2 2 . 8 2 2 . 2 2 5 . 4 ^ 2 2 . 3 
65 + NA 2 3 . 0 NA 2 2 . 2 NA 2 3 . 0 NA 2 3 . 9 
S T . LUCIA 
U n i o n St . a t u s : Mean Age i t F i r s t B i r t h 
No l o n g e r i n N e v e r was i n 
M a r r i e d Common Law a U n i o n a Unj Lon 
1 9 7 0 1 9 8 0 1 9 7 0 1 9 8 0 1 9 7 0 1 9 8 0 1 9 7 0 1 9 8 0 
3 5 - 3 9 2 0 . 9 2 0 . 9 2 0 . 6 1 9 . 8 2 0 . 6 2 0 . 4 2 1 . 8 2 1 . 0 
4 0 - 4 4 2 1 . 4 2 0 . 9 2 0 . 9 2 0 . 8 2 1 . 2 2 1 . 4 2 2 . 7 2 2 . 2 
4 5 - 4 9 2 1 . 8 2 1 . 5 2 1 . 8 2 1 . 3 2 2 . 1 2 1 . 5 2 3 . 3 2 1 . 6 
5 0 - 5 4 2 2 . 6 2 1 . 9 2 1 . 6 2 1 . 3 2 1 . 8 2 2 . 0 2 3 . 3 2 1 . 7 
5 5 - 5 9 2 2 . 7 2 2 . 2 2 1 . 4 2 1 . 0 2 2 . 1 2 1 . 9 2 4 . 1 2 3 . 4 
6 0 - 6 4 2 2 . 6 2 2 . 9 2 2 . 4 3 2 1 . 1 2 2 . 4 2 2 . 1 2 3 . 4 2 4 . 4 
6 5 + NA 2 2 . 9 NA 2 2 . 6 NA 2 2 . 9 NA 2 3 . 8 
NB: V i s i t i n g U n i o n e x c l u d e d f o r l a c k o f s u f f i c i e n t number o f women i n t h e s e a g e 
g r o u p s . 
" N e v e r was i n a U n i o n " i n c l u d e s s i n g l e and t h o s e f o r m e r l y i n v i s i t i n g 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s . 
NA = N o t A v a i l a b l e 
3 = L e s s t h a n 5 0 women 
4 = L e s s t h a n 1 0 0 women 
S o u r c e : 1 9 7 0 a n d 1 9 8 0 / 1 C e n s u s e s o f P o p u l a t i o n . 
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TABLE 49 
D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a : 
Mean Age o f t h e b i r t h o f t h e l a s t l i v e b o r n c h i l d by P r e s e n t Age and U n i o n S t a t u s 
DOMINICA 
U n i o n S t a t u s : Mean Age a t L a s t B i r t h 
No l o n g e r i n N e v e r was i n 
P r e s e n t M a r r i e d Common Law a U n i o n a U n i o n 
Age 
1 9 7 0 1 9 8 1 1 9 7 0 1 9 8 1 1 9 7 0 1 9 8 1 1 9 7 0 1 9 8 1 
4 5 - 4 9 3 8 . 3 3 5 . 7 3 6 . 9 3 6 . 3 3 1 . 6 3 4 . 6 3 3 . 7 3 3 . 4 
5 0 - 5 4 3 7 . 1 3 7 . 5 3 4 . 1 3 8 . 2 3 3 . 4 3 5 . 5 3 1 . 9 * 3 4 . 6 
5 5 - 5 9 3 6 . 8 3 7 . 8 3 4 . 4 3 3 8 . 6 3 3 . 9 3 5 . 3 2 9 . 7 * 3 4 . 1 
6 0 - 6 4 3 7 . 0 3 7 . 4 3 5 . 4 3 3 2 . 8 3 5 . 0 3 5 . 9 3 3 . 3 * 3 4 . 6 
6 5 + NA 3 8 . 0 NA 3 3 . 5 NA 3 6 . 1 NA 3 2 . 8 
ST LUCIA 
U n i o n S1 : a t u s : Mean A g e at L a s t B i r t h 
M a r r i e d Commor i Law 
No lon< 
a Unj 
j e r i n 
.on 
N e v e r w. 
a Un, 
î s i n 
.on 
1 9 7 0 1 9 8 0 1 9 7 0 1 9 8 0 1 9 7 0 1 9 8 0 1 9 7 0 1 9 8 0 
4 5 - 4 9 
5 0 - 5 4 
5 5 - 5 9 
6 0 - 6 4 
6 5 + 
3 7 . 2 
3 6 . 1 
3 6 . 1 
3 6 . 4 
NA 
3 6 . 8 
3 7 . 4 
3 7 . 9 
3 7 . 5 
3 7 . 3 
3 5 . 6 
3 4 . 9 
3 2 . 6 
3 5 . 2 3 
NA 
3 5 . 0 
3 4 . 7 
3 5 . 0 
3 5 . 8 
3 5 . 9 
3 4 . 4 
3 4 . 4 
3 5 . 1 
3 3 . 7 
NA 
3 5 . 1 
3 5 . 5 
3 6 . 3 
3 4 . 4 
3 5 . 6 
3 3 . 2 
3 2 . 4 
3 3 . 0 
3 0 . 3 
NA 
3 3 . 9 
3 3 . 0 
3 3 . 9 
3 4 . 0 
3 2 . 3 
NB: V i s i t i n g U n i o n e x c l u d e d f o r l a c k o f s u f f i c i e n t number o f women i n t h e s e a g e 
g r o u p s . 
" N e v e r was i n a U n i o n " i n c l u d e s s i n g l e a n d t h o s e f o r m e r l y i n v i s i t i n g 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s . 
NA = N o t A v a i l a b l e 
3 = L e s s t h a n 5 0 women 
4 = L e s s t h a n 1 0 0 women 
S o u r c e : 1 9 7 0 a n d 1 9 8 0 / 1 C e n s u s e s o f P o p u l a t i o n . 
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C o n t r o l l i n g f o r u n i o n s t a t u s and age t h e r e i s no c l e a r p a t t e r n o f i n c r e a s e o r 
d e c l i n e i n t h e a v e r a g e age a t t h e b i r t h o f t h e l a s t c h i l d b e t w e e n 1 9 7 0 and 1 9 8 0 / 1 i n 
D o m i n i c a a n d S t . L u c i a . T h e r e i s a l s o no c l e a r p a t t e r n o f d i f f e r e n c e s b e t w e e n 
a p p r o p r i a t e s u b g r o u p s f o r S t . L u c i a and D o m i n i c a . T h e r e a r e no a p p a r e n t p a t t e r n s o f 
d i f f e r e n c e s among t h e u n i o n s t a t u s c a t e g o r i e s c o n t r o l l i n g f o r a g e . 
The a g e a t t h e b i r t h o f t h e l a s t c h i l d i n D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a i s b e t w e e n 3 6 
a n d 3 8 y e a r s f o r m a r r i e d women i n 1 9 7 0 and b e t w e e n 33 a n d 37 f o r women i n common l a w 
u n i o n s . I n 1 9 8 0 / 1 t h e r a n g e i s s t i l l 3 6 t o 3 8 f o r m a r r i e d women and 3 3 t o 3 9 f o r 
common l a w . The r a n g e i s q u i t e s t a b l e f o r t h e s e u n i o n t y p e s b e t w e e n 1 9 7 0 and 
1 9 8 0 / 1 . The w i d t h o f t h e r a n g e f o r m a r r i e d women amonq t h e age c o h o r t s i s 2 and i t 
i s 5 t o 6 y e a r s f o r common law women. T h i s d i f f e r e n t i a l i n d i s p e r s i o n c o u l d be a 
f a c t o r i n a c c o u n t i n g f o r t h e d i f f e r e n c e s i n f e r t i l i t y by u n i o n t y p e s . 
4 . 1 8 I L L E G I T I M A C Y I N DOMINICA AND ST . LUCIA 
B i r t h s o c c u r r i n g t o women who a r e n o t i n a l e g a l l y s a n c t i o n e d u n i o n a r e 
c l a s s i f i e d as i l l e g i t i m a t e . We h a v e a l r e a d y seen t h a t t h e r e a r e two n o n - l e g a l u n i o n 
t y p e s i n D o m i n i c a a n d S t . L u c i a , n a m e l y , common law u n i o n s and v i s i t i n g u n i o n s . 
B i r t h s t o women i n t h e s e two u n i o n t y p e s a r e c l a s s i f i e d as i l l e g i t i m a t e . The 
p a r e n t s o f an i l l e g i t i m a t e b i r t h may e v e n t u a l l y m a r r y . The p r o p o r t i o n o f e a c h o r d e r 
b i r t h t h a t i s i l l e g i t i m a t e d e c r e a s e s w i t h t h e o r d e r o f t h e b i r t h . We h a v e a l r e a d y 
s e e n t h a t a g e a t m a r r i a g e i s h i g h and t h a t among o l d e r women t h e p r o p o r t i o n e v e r 
m a r r i e d i s r e l a t i v e l y h i g h . The h i g h e r t h e p r o p o r t i o n o f a l l b i r t h s t o r e l a t i v e l y 
young women t h e h i g h e r i s t h e p r o p o r t i o n i l l e g i t i m a t e . 
T h e i l l e g i t i m a c y r a t e f o r D o m i n i c a r a n g e s b e t w e e n 6 2 and 7 9 p e r c e n t b e t w e e n 
1 9 5 0 a n d 1 9 8 0 w i t h an o v e r a l l t e n d e n c y t o be a b o u t 2 / 3 o f a l l b i r t h s . T h a t i s , 
a b o u t 2 o u t o f e v e r y 3 b i r t h s i n D o m i n i c a a r e b o r n t o women who a r e n o t l e g a l l y 
m a r r i e d . The d a t a f o r S t . L u c i a do n o t c o v e r such a w i d e t i m e s p a n . I n 197-0 i n 
S t . L u c i a t h e i l l e g i t i m a c y r a t e was 7 3 p e r c e n t o f a l l b i r t h s ; i n 1 9 7 5 , 7 7 p e r c e n t ; 
and i n t h e 12 m o n t h s p r e c e d i n g t h e 1 9 8 0 c e n s u s i t was 7 9 p e r c e n t . The u p p e r and t h e 
l o w e r l i m i t s o f t h e r a n g e o f i l l e g i t i m a c y f o r t h e two c o u n t r i e s a r e l i k e l y v e r y 
c l o s e t o e a c h o t h e r . The D o m i n i c a n 1 9 7 0 r a t e i s a l s o 73 and i t s 1975 r a t e i s 7 0 . 
Had we d a t a on b o t h s o c i e t i e s f o r t h e same t i m e s , i t i s l i k e l y t h a t we w o u l d h a v e 
f o u n d s i m i l a r r a n g e s i n t h e p r o p o r t i o n s o f a l l b i r t h s t h a t a r e i l l e g i t i m a t e i n 
D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a . I l l e g i t i m a c y i s v e r y h i g h i n t h e s e two c o u n t r i e s . I t i s 
h i g h f o r t h e e n t i r e E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g C a r i b b e a n . T h i s , h o w e v e r , i s o n l y i n a l e g a l 
s e n s e , s i n c e t h e p a r e n t s o f many o f t h e s e c h i l d r e n e v e n t u a l l y do g e t m a r r i e d . 
E v e n t h o u g h t h e o v e r a l l i l l e g i t i m a c y r a t e s a r e s i m i l a r f o r S t . L u c i a and 
D o m i n i c a t h e r e a r e some i n t e r - a g e - c o h o r t d i f f e r e n c e s among b i r t h c o h o r t s . I n T a b l e 
4 0 we p r e s e n t t h e b i r t h c o h o r t s o f t h e t w e l v e m o n t h s p r e c e d i n g t h e t w o most r e c e n t 
c e n s u s e s c o v e r i n g p a r t s o f 1 9 7 9 a n d 1 9 8 0 i n S t . L u c i a ' s c a s e and 1 9 8 0 and 1 9 8 1 i n 
D o m i n i c a ' s . M a r r i e d women a c c o u n t f o r 1 . 6 p e r c e n t t o 5 4 . 8 p e r c e n t o f t h e b i r t h s t o 
t h e d i f f e r e n t 5 - y e a r age c o h o r t s i n D o m i n i c a and f r o m 2 . 2 t o 6 7 . 6 p e r c e n t i n S t . 
L u c i a . Common l a w u n i o n s a r e r e s p o n s i b l e f o r b e t w e e n 2 3 and 3 4 p e r c e n t s o f t h e 
b i r t h s i n D o m i n i c a and b e t w e e n 2 2 a n d 3 9 p e r c e n t s i n S t . L u c i a . Women i n v i s i t i n g 
u n i o n s h a d b e t w e e n 19 and 75 p e r c e n t s o f t h e b i r t h s i n D o m i n i c a and b e t w e e n 1 0 a n d 
7 7 p e r c e n t s i n S t . L u c i a . 
TABLE 4 0 
D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a . P e r c e n t a g e o f b i r t h s i n t h e t w e l v e m o n t h s p r e c e d i n g t h e c e n s u s 
b o r n t o women i n t h e t h r e e u n i o n t y p e s 
P r e s e n t 
DOMINICA 1 9 8 0 / 1 ST LUCIA 1979-- 8 0 
Age M a r r i e d Common Law V i s i t i n g M a r r i e d Common Law V i s i t i n g 
15 - 19 1 . 6 2 3 . 0 7 5 . 4 2 . 2 2 0 . 9 7 6 . 9 
2 0 - 2 4 1 1 . 9 3 3 . 7 5 4 . 4 1 1 . 6 3 4 . 5 5 3 . 9 
2 5 - 2 9 3 3 . 8 2 8 . 4 3 7 . 8 2 5 . 9 3 8 . 8 3 5 . 3 
3 0 - 34 4 3 . 4 2 7 . 5 2 9 . 1 4 1 . 2 3 4 . 4 2 4 . 4 
35 - 3 9 5 4 . 7 2 5 . 5 1 9 . 8 5 1 . 1 3 0 . 9 1 8 . 0 
4 0 - 4 4 5 4 . 8 2 5 . 8 1 9 . 4 6 7 . 6 2 2 . 2 1 0 . 2 
A l l a g e s 2 1 . 4 2 8 . 8 4 9 . 8 2 1 . 3 3 1 . 8 4 6 . 9 
S o u r c e : D o m i n i c a n Census o f P o p u l a t i o n 1 9 8 1 and S t . L u c i a n Census o f P o p u l a t i o n 
1 9 8 0 . 
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I t c a n b e s e e n f r o m T a b l e 4 0 , t h a t as t h e age o f t h e m o t h e r i n c r e a s e s t h e 
p r o p o r t i o n o f a l l l e g i t i m a t e b i r t h s a l s o i n c r e a s e s b u t e v e n among women 4 0 - 4 4 , o n l y 
a b o u t 5 5 and 6 8 p e r c e n t s r e s p e c t i v e l y f o r D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a a r e l e g i t i m a t e 
b i r t h s . The p r o p o r t i o n o f a l l b i r t h s b o r n t o women i n v i s i t i n g u n i o n s d e c r e a s e s 
r a p i d l y w i t h t h e age o f t h e women. The p r o p o r t i o n s o f a l l b i r t h s t o t h o s e i n common 
l a w u n i o n s a r e d i s p e r s e d l e s s w i d e l y , n e v e r g o i n g b e l o w 2 0 p e r c e n t o r r i s i n g a b o v e 
4 0 . O v e r a l l i n S t . L u c i a and D o m i n i c a v i s i t i n g u n i o n s c o n t r i b u t e t h e l a r g e s t 
p r o p o r t i o n o f a l l b i r t h s ( a p p r o a c h i n g 5 0 p e r c e n t ) f o l l o w e d by common l a w u n i o n s 
( a r o u n d 30%) and m a r r i e d u n i o n s w i t h a r o u n d 2 1 p e r c e n t . I l l e g i t i m a c y i s v e r y h i g h 
i n D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a , i n t h e s e n s e t h a t l a r g e numbers o f c h i l d r e n a r e b o r n i n t o 
s e x u a l u n i o n s , o t h e r t h a n m a r r i e d . The p a r e n t s o f most o f t h e s e c h i l d r e n do e v e n t u -
a l l y become m a r r i e d . 
5 . 1 FAMILY PLANNING I N DOMINICA AND S T . LUCIA 
I n t h i s s e c t i o n we move f r o m o u r f o c u s on c o m p o n e n t s o f p o p u l a t i o n g r o w t h and 
s i z e and e x a m i n e f a m i l y p l a n n i n g w h i c h i s s e e n a s one o f t h e d e t e r m i n a n t s o f f e r t i l -
i t y c h a n g e . S e c o n d a r y s o u r c e s p r o v i d e t h e d a t a t o be u s e d i n t h i s e x a m i n a t i o n o f 
t h e k n o w l e d g e and u s e o f c o n t r a c e p t i v e s w i t h i n t h e s o c i e t y . U n f o r t u n a t e l y no d i r e c t 
l i n k b e t w e e n f e r t i l i t y and f a m i l y p l a n n i n g a c t i v i t i e s c a n be made b e c a u s e o f t h e 
n a t u r e o f t h e a v a i l a b l e d a t a . 
E a r l i e r s e c t i o n s o f t h i s p a p e r h a v e c o n c l u d e d t h a t f e r t i l i t y i s on t h e d e c l i n e 
i n D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a . We h a v e a l s o l o o k e d f o r s o c i o - c u l t u r a l d i f f e r e n t i a l s i n 
f e r t i l i t y w i t h t h e a i m o f d r a w i n g i n f e r e n c e s c o n c e r n i n g t h e n a t u r e o f t h e r e l a t i o n -
s h i p b e t w e e n f e r t i l i t y and t h e s e s o c i o - c u l t u r a l v a r i a b l e s . Now we e x a m i n e a 
v a r i a b l e , n a m e l y f a m i l y p l a n n i n g , t h r o u g h w h i c h t h e s o c i o - c u l t u r a l a s p e c t s o f t h e 
s o c i e t i e s a r e l i k e l y t o i m p i n g e on f e r t i l i t y . C o n t r a c e p t i v e u s e i s o n e o f t h e 
i n t e r m e d i a t e v a r i a b l e s t h r o u g h w h i c h t h e s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l v a r i a b l e s make t h e i r 
i m p a c t s on f e r t i l i t y and e v e n t h o u g h we c a n n o t i n t h i s p a p e r make t h e d i r e c t l i n k 
b e t w e e n u s e / n o n - u s e o f c o n t r a c e p t i v e s and f e r t i l i t y c h a n g e s , i t i s r e a s o n a b l e t o 
i n f e r i t by an e x a m i n a t i o n o f f a m i l y p l a n n i n g w h i l e b e a r i n g i n m i n d t h e c o n c l u s i o n s 
o f o u r e a r l i e r a n a l y s i s o f f e r t i l i t y . 
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5 . 2 FAMILY PLANNING A C T I V I T I E S 
Up t o a s l a t e a s a b o u t 1 9 7 3 when a KAP s u r v e y was u n d e r t a k e n I n D o m i n i c a t h e r e 
was no o r g a n i z e d f a m i l y p l a n n i n g programme on t h e i s l a n d . The KAP s u r v e y r e s u l t s 
show a v e r y f a v o u r a b l e a t t i t u d e t o w a r d s f a m i l y p l a n n i n g . T h i s c l e a r e d t h e way i n 
t h i s v e r y Roman C a t h o l i c c o u n t r y f o r a f a m i l y p l a n n i n g programme w h i c h g o t u n d e r w a y 
i n 1 9 7 3 . The programme i s g o v e r n m e n t s p o n s o r e d and i n i t i a l l y r e c e i v e d s u p p o r t f r o m 
PAHO/WHO and UNFPA. S u p p o r t h a s a l s o b e e n r e c e i v e d f r o m I P P F , OXFAM and t h e B r i t i s h 
M i n i s t r y f o r O v e r s e a s D e v e l o p m e n t . T h e r e i s a D o m i n i c a n F a m i l y P l a n n i n g A s s o c i a t i o n 
(DFPA) t h a t i s a f f i l i a t e d w i t h IPPF/WHR t h r o u g h t h e C a r i b b e a n F a m i l y P l a n n i n g 
A f f i l i a t i o n ( C F P A ) . The G o v e r n m e n t o f D o m i n i c a c o n t r i b u t e s r e s o u r c e s and t h e f a m i l y 
p l a n n i n g programme o p e r a t e s c l i n i c s a t t a c h e d t o MCH c e n t r e s a n d / o r h o s p i t a l s . T h e 
D o m i n i c a n F a m i l y P l a n n i n g A s s o c i a t i o n c a r r i e s o u t i n f o r m a t i o n and e d u c a t i o n 
p r o g r a m m e s and t h e g o v e r n m e n t d e l i v e r s f a m i l y p l a n n i n g s e r v i c e s . 
The S t . L u c i a n P l a n n e d P a r e n t h o o d A s s o c i a t i o n (SLPPA) was i n a u g u r a t e d i n May 
1 9 6 7 a n d i t o p e n e d i t s f i r s t c l i n i c i n O u l y o f t h a t y e a r . I t i s a f f i l i a t e d w i t h 
IPPF/WHR t h r o u g h t h e CFPA. I t r e c e i v e s i n d i r e c t g o v e r n m e n t a s s i s t a n c e . I t o p e r a t e s 
f a m i l y p l a n n i n g c l i n i c s and c a r r i e s o u t i n f o r m a t i o n and e d u c a t i o n p r o g r a m m e s . I t s 
c l i n i c s a r e l o c a t e d i n g o v e r n m e n t h e a l t h c e n t r e s a n d / o r h o s p i t a l s . 
S t . L u c i a ' s f a m i l y p l a n n i n g a c t i v i t i e s g o t u n d e r w a y b e f o r e t h o s e o f D o m i n i c a . 
A f t e r a s l o w s t a r t t h e S t . L u c i a n programme e v e n t u a l l y g a i n e d a m e a s u r e o f 
momentum. D o m i n i c a ' s programme was l a t e i n s t a r t i n g b u t b e g a n w i t h m o r e f o r c e . 
B o t h p r o g r a m m e s a r e f a i r l y w e l l e s t a b l i s h e d a n d f a i r l y n o n - c o n t r o v e r s i a l and a r e 
p l a y i n g v i t a l r o l e s i n d i s s e m i n a t i n g k n o w l e d g e o f c o n t r a c e p t i v e s and a s s i s t i n g 
t h r o u g h t h e i r w o r k s t h e f a m i l y p l a n n i n g e f f o r t s o f t h e s e t w o s o c i e t i e s . I n r e a l i t y 
b o t h D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a h a v e n a t i o n a l f a m i l y p l a n n i n g programmes i n t h e s e n s e 
t h a t t h e r e a r e n a t i o n a l c o v e r a g e s w i t h b o t h g o v e r n m e n t a n d v o l u n t a r y i n v o l v e m e n t . 
B o t h g o v e r n m e n t s p e r c e i v e d t h e p r e s e n t l e v e l s o f f e r t i l i t y a s b e i n g t o o h i g h and a r e 
t a k i n g s t e p s t o r e d u c e t h e m . The a p p r o a c h i n v o l v i n g g o v e r n m e n t and t h e v o l u n t a r y 
s e c t o r p a r t i c i p a t i o n seem t o be w o r k i n g w e l l . 
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5 . 3 CONTRACEPTIVE USE 
C o n t r a c e p t i v e u s e i n D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a w i l l be e x a m i n e d i n t h i s s e c t i o n by 
u t i l i z i n g d a t a f r o m C o n t r a c e p t i v e P r e v a l e n t S u r v e y s (CPS) r e c e n t l y c o n d u c t e d . The 
o r i g i n a l d a t a a r e u n a v a i l a b l e and u s e i s c o n f i n e d t o p u b l i s h e d i n f o r m a t i o n . T h i s 
i n f o r m a t i o n i s p u b l i s h e d i n C o n t r a c e p t i v e P r e v a l e n c e S u r v e y s : A C o m p a r a t i v e S t u d y 
o f C o n t r a c e p t i v e P r e v a l e n c e i n A n t i g u a , D o m i n i c a , S t . L u c i a , and S t . V i n c e n t by 
B a r b a d o s F a m i l y P l a n n i n g A s s o c i a t i o n , S e p t e m b e r 1 9 8 3 . The s u r v e y s w e r e c o n d u c t e d i n 
t h e c o u n t r i e s i n 1 9 8 1 - 8 2 by W e s t i n g h o u s e and t h e r e s u l t s w e r e w r i t t e n up by 3 a c k 
Harewood o f t h e I n s t i t u t e f o r S o c i a l and Economic R e s e a r c h o f t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f t h e 
West I n d i e s . 
I n T a b l e 4 1 we f i n d t h a t c o n t r a c e p t i v e use i s h i g h e r i n D o m i n i c a t h a n i n S t . 
L u c i a . G r e a t e r p e r c e n t a g e s o f women i n D o m i n i c a t h a n S t . L u c i a w e r e c u r r e n t 
c o n t r a c e p t o r s a t t h e t i m e o f t h e s u r v e y s . T h i s h i g h e r l e v e l of c o n t r a c e p t i v e u s e i n 
D o m i n i c a i s v e r y l i k e l y a f a c t o r i n t h e d i f f e r e n t i a l l e v e l s o f f e r t i l i t y b e t w e e n t h e 
t w o s o c i e t i e s t h a t w e r e e a r l i e r d o c u m e n t e d . 
TABLE 4 1 
D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a : The P e r c e n t a g e o f a l l Women, o f E x p o s e d Women, and o f 
P o t e n t i a l U s e r s who w e r e C u r r e n t U s e r s o f C o n t r a c e p t i o n by C u r r e n t Age o f R e s p o n d e n t 
DOMINICA ST LUCIA 
C u r r e n t 
Age A l l Exposed P o t e n t i a l A l l E x p o s e d P o t e n t i a l 
Women Women C o n t r a - Women Women C o n t r a -
c e p t o r s c e p t o r s 
15 - 19 1 4 . 8 3 9 . 5 4 4 . 3 1 5 . 1 3 6 . 7 4 9 . 0 
2 0 - 2 4 3 9 . 8 5 7 . 8 6 4 . 4 3 2 . 1 4 6 . 8 5 4 . 8 
25 - 2 9 4 9 . 4 7 1 . 0 8 9 . 4 5 0 . 0 6 1 . 1 7 4 . 2 
3 0 - 34 5 2 . 4 7 1 . 1 8 1 . 8 4 3 . 6 5 4 . 8 7 0 . 8 
35 - 39 6 1 . 5 7 5 . 0 8 0 . 0 5 5 . 8 6 2 . 2 7 9 . 5 
4 0 - 4 4 6 0 . 8 8 4 . 2 8 8 . 9 4 0 . 7 5 6 . 9 6 3 . 5 
A l l a g e s 3 7 . 3 6 2 . 3 7 0 . 5 3 3 . 8 5 2 . 2 6 3 . 5 
S o u r c e : B a r b a d o s F a m i l y P l a n n i n g A s s o c i a t i o n : C o n t r a c e p t i v e P r e v a l e n c e S u r v e y s : 
A C o m p a r a t i v e S t u d y o f C o n t r a c e p t i v e P r e v a l e n c e i n A n t i g u a , D o m i n i c a , S t . 
L u c i a , and S t . V i n c e n t . B r i d g e t o w n , B a r b a d o s , 1 9 8 3 . 
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T h e r e i s a c l e a r t e n d e n c y f o r c u r r e n t c o n t r a c e p t i v e u s e t o i n c r e a s e w i t h a q e . 
T h i s l e v e l o f use r e a c h e s as h i g h a s 8 9 p e r c e n t f o r t h e age g r o u p 4 0 - 4 4 i n D o m i n i c a 
among " p o t e n t i a l c o n t r a c e p t o r s " . 1 S i n c e p a r i t y i n c r e a s e s w i t h a g e , we may c o n c l u d e 
t h a t women o f h i g h p a r i t y i n D o m i n i c a a n d S t . L u c i a a r e more l i k e l y t o be u s i n g 
c o n t r a c e p t i v e s t h a n t h o s e o f low p a r i t y . H o w e v e r , e v e n among young women c o n t r a c e p -
t i v e use i s q u i t e h i g h . 
I n T a b l e 4 2 i s p r e s e n t e d d a t a on use o f t h e d i f f e r e n t c o n t r a c e p t i v e m e t h o d s . 
Among ' a l l women' a s w e l l a s ' e x p o s e d women' i n D o m i n i c a a n d S t . L u c i a t h e o r a l p i l l 
i s t h e c h o i c e o f t h e l a r g e s t p r o p o r t i o n o f women and t h e s e c o n d most p o p u l a r c o n t r a -
c e p t i o n i s f e m a l e s t e r i l i z a t i o n . I n D o m i n i c a t h e t h i r d c h o i c e o f women i s y e t 
a n o t h e r v e r y e f f e c t i v e m e t h o d , n a m e l y " i n j e c t i o n " . I n S t . L u c i a t h e t h i r d c h o i c e i s . 
t h e condom. The i n t r a - u t e r i n e d e v i c e ( I U D ) i s f i f t h a s a method i n D o m i n i c a a n d 
s e v e n t h i n S t . L u c i a . I t i s c l e a r t h e n t h a t t h e women i n D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a a r e 
u s i n g v e r y e f f e c t i v e c o n t r a c e p t i v e m e t h o d s . Women i n D o m i n i c a a r e more l i k e l y t o be 
u s i n q an e f f e c t i v e method o f c o n t r a c e p t i o n t h a n women i n S t . L u c i a . 
TABLE 4 2 
D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a : T h e P e r c e n t a g e o f a l l Women and o f E x p o s e d Women i n t h e S u r v e y 
who w e r e u s i n g e a c h C o n t r a c e p t i v e M e t h o d a t t h e t i m e o f t h e S u r v e y 
DOMINICA S T . LUCIA 
A l l E x p o s e d A l l E x p o s e d 
M e t h o d Women Women Women Women 
P i l l 1 2 . 1 2 0 . 2 1 6 . 9 2 6 . 1 
F e m a l e S t e r i l i z a t i o n 1 0 . 9 1 8 . 2 8 . 8 1 3 . 6 
Condom 2 . 9 4 . 8 3 . 2 4 . 9 
I n j e c t i o n 6 . 7 1 1 . 2 1 . 8 2 . 8 
I U D 1 . 5 2 . 5 0 . 8 1 . 2 
Rhythm 0 . 8 1 . 3 0 . 6 0 . 9 
W i t h d r a w a l 0 . 6 1 . 0 1 . 1 1 . 7 
V a g i n a l M e t h o d s 0 . 5 0 . 8 0 . 9 1 . 4 
S o u r c e : B a r b a d o s F a m i l y P l a n n i n g A s s o c i a t i o n : C o n t r a c e p t i v e P r e v a l e n c e 
S u r v e y s : A C o m p a r a t i v e S t u d y o f C o n t r a c e p t i v e P r e v a l e n c e i n A n t i g u a , 
D o m i n i c a , S t . L u c i a , and S t . V i n c e n t . B r i d g e t o w n , B a r b a d s o , 1 9 8 3 . 
1 " P o t e n t i a l c o n t r a c e p t o r s " a r e d e f i n e d as women c u r r e n t l y e x p o s e d t o t h e r i s k o f 
p r e q n a n c y and who do n o t want t o become p r e q n a n t a t t h e t i m e . 
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T h e f o u r most p o p u l a r c o n t r a c e p t i v e m e t h o d s a r e g i v e n i n T a b l e s 4 3 and 4 4 a l o n g 
w i t h some b a c k g r o u n d c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s o f t h e women. The o r a l p i l l i s v e r y p o p u l a r 
w i t h women i n t h e 2 5 - 2 9 age g r o u p i n b o t h S t . L u c i a and D o m i n i c a b u t much more so i n 
t h e l a t t e r . I n g e n e r a l women i n t h e m i d d l e o f t h e c h i l d b e a r i n g a g e s seem t o h a v e a 
s t r o n g p r e f e r e n c e f o r t h e o r a l c o n t r a c e p t i v e p i l l . The i n j e c t i o n seems t o a p p e a l 
m o r e t o t h e women t o w a r d s t h e end o f t h e c h i l d b e a r i n g p e r i o d . 
The condom i s used by a s m a l l p e r c e n t a g e o f women i n a l l age g r o u p s . The 
v a r i a t i o n a c r o s s t h e age g r o u p s i s more e v e n t h a n f o r t h e t h r e e o t h e r m e t h o d s . 
F e m a l e s t e r i l i z a t i o n i s a m e t h o d u s e d m a i n l y by women o v e r t h e a g e o f t h i r t y . 
T h i s i s a m e t h o d used e x c l u s i v e l y f o r t h e c e s s a t i o n o f c h i l d b e a r i n g and h e n c e i t s 
p o p u l a r i t y among o l d e r women who a r e l i k e l y t o h a v e had a l l t h e c h i l d r e n t h e y d e s i r e 
and h a v e by a d o p t i n g t h i s as a m e t h o d t a k e n s t e p s t o t e r m i n a t e c h i l d b e a r i n g . 
I n D o m i n i c a , women w i t h ' l o w ' e d u c a t i o n a r e more l i k e l y t o be u s i n g t h r e e o f 
t h e f o u r m e t h o d s o f c o n t r a c e p t i o n shown i n T a b l e 4 3 t h a n t h o s e w i t h ' h i g h ' e d u c a -
t i o n . T h e r e i s o n l y one e x c e p t i o n , t h a t i s t h e condom w h e r e t h o s e w i t h h i g h e d u c a -
t i o n a r e g r e a t e r u s e r s t h a n t h o s e w i t h l o w . I n S t . L u c i a t h e l o w e d u c a t i o n g r o u p i s 
m o r e l i k e l y t o b e u s i n g t h e p i l l and f e m a l e s t e r i l i z a t i o n , t h a n t h o s e w i t h h i g h 
e d u c a t i o n . E v e r u s e r s i n S t . L u c i a w i t h h i g h e d u c a t i o n a r e more l i k e l y t o be u s i n g 
t h e i n j e c t i o n and t h e condom t h a n t h o s e w i t h l o w e d u c a t i o n . 
Women who w o r k e d i n t h e p a s t y e a r s a r e more l i k e l y t h a n t h o s e who d i d n o t , t o 
h a v e b e e n a n e v e r u s e r o f t h e o r a l p i l l a s w e l l a s a c u r r e n t u s e r i n D o m i n i c a and 
S t . L u c i a . Those who worked a r e a l s o more l i k e l y t o h a v e been an e v e r u s e r o f t h e 
condom t h a n t h o s e who d i d n o t w o r k . 
When t h e r e i s o n l y one f e m a l e i n t h e h o u s e h o l d i n t h e c h i l d b e a r i n g a g e s , she i s 
m o r e l i k e l y t o be an e v e r u s e r o f t h e p i l l i n D o m i n i c a t h a n i f t h e r e s p o n d e n t l i v e s 
i n a h o u s e h o l d w i t h two or more f e m a l e s i n t h e r e p r o d u c t i v e a g e s p a n . A s i m i l a r 
s i t u a t i o n e x i s t s f o r c u r r e n t u s e r s o f t h e p i l l , and e v e r and c u r r e n t u s e r s o f 
i n j e c t i o n a s w e l l as e v e r u s e r s o f t h e condom. I t w o u l d seem t h a t t h e r e i s a 
t e n d e n c y f o r t h o s e women who a r e t h e o n l y ones i n t h e h o u s e h o l d i n t h e c h i l d b e a r i n g 
a g e span t o be g r e a t e r u s e r s o f c o n t r a c e p t i v e s t h a n t h o s e w h e r e t h e r e a r e two o r 
m o r e f e m a l e s i n t h e h o u s e h o l d i n t h e r e p r o d u c t i v e a g e s . C o n t r o l l i n g f o r age may 
TABLE 4 3 
D o m i n i c a : The p e r c e n t a g e o f a l l women and o f e x p o s e d who w e r e u s i n g e a c h c o n t r a c e p t i v e m e t h o d a t t h e t i m e 
o f t h e s u r v e y by s e l e c t e d b a c k g r o u n d c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s o f t h e r e s p o n d e n t s 
A l l Women E x p o s e d Women 
P i l l I n j e c t i o n Condom F . S . P i l l I n j . C o n d . F . S . 
E . U . C . U . E . U . C . U . E . U . C . U . C . U . C . U . C . U . C . U . C . U . 
A l l Ages 3 8 . 2 1 2 . 1 1 2 . 9 6 . 7 1 9 . 3 2 . 9 1 0 . 9 2 0 . 2 1 1 . 2 ' 4 . 8 1 8 . 2 
1 5 - 1 9 1 5 . 4 6 . 1 5 . 8 3 . 6 1 0 . 7 3 . 1 0 . 3 1 6 . 4 9 . 7 8 . 2 0 . 8 
2 0 - 2 4 4 8 . 2 1 9 . 9 1 6 . 6 8 . 3 2 7 . 4 4 . 4 0 . 4 2 8 . 9 1 2 . 1 6 . 4 0 . 6 
2 5 - 2 9 7 1 . 4 2 2 . 5 2 9 . 2 1 2 . 4 3 1 . 8 3 . 1 4 . 5 3 2 . 8 1 7 . 9 4 . 5 6 . 4 
3 0 - 3 4 5 5 . 3 6 . 6 1 6 . 5 1 0 . 2 2 5 . 3 2 . 8 2 2 . 7 8 . 9 1 3 . 8 3 . 8 3 0 . 7 
3 5 - 3 9 3 5 . 8 1 1 . 0 5 . 1 3 . 7 1 2 . 9 0 . 0 4 4 . 9 1 3 . 4 4 . 5 0 . 0 5 4 . 7 
4 0 - 4 4 2 2 . 7 2 . 5 9 . 8 2 . 5 6 . 5 0 . 0 5 3 . 0 3 . 4 3 . 5 0 . 0 7 3 . 4 
B . E d u c a t i o n 
Low 4 0 . 9 1 2 . 2 1 4 . 9 7 . 3 1 7 . 9 2 . 4 1 3 . 9 
H i g h 3 0 . 0 1 1 . 8 6 . 9 4 . 9 2 3 . 5 4 . 4 1 . 6 
Worked i n P a s t Y e a r s ? • 
Yes 4 3 . 7 1 2 . 9 1 2 . 2 6 . 1 2 5 . 1 3 . 2 1 1 . 0 
No 3 4 . 4 1 1 . 5 1 3 . 4 7 . 1 1 5 . 1 2 . 7 1 0 . 9 
Number o f E l i g i b l e 
F e m a l e s i n t h e h o u s e h o l d 
One 5 0 . 0 1 4 . 1 1 7 . 5 8 . 5 2 3 . 1 2 . 5 1 1 . 9 
Two 3 0 . 5 9 . 6 1 1 . 3 6 . 3 1 8 . 5 3 . 6 1 0 . 6 
T h r e e 2 8 . 8 1 1 . 1 5 . 5 2 . 5 1 7 . 8 3 . 7 8 . 0 
F o u r + 2 2 . 3 1 2 . 4 3 . 0 6 . 8 5 . 6 1 . 1 1 2 . 2 
" E . U . " = E v e r Used " C . U . " = C u r r e n t l y U s i n g " F . S . " = F e m a l e S t e r i l i z a t i o n 
S o u r c e : B a r b a d o s F a m i l y P l a n n i n g A s s o c i a t i o n : C o n t r a c e p t i v e P r e v a l e n c e S u r v e y s . A C o m p a r a t i v e S t u d y 
o f C o n t r a c e p t i v e P r e v a l e n c e i n A n t i g u a , D o m i n i c a , S t . L u c i a a n d S t . V i n c e n t . B r i d g e t o w n , 
B a r b a d o s , 1 9 8 3 . 
TABLE 43 
St. Lucia: The percentage of all women and of exposed who were using each contraceptive method at the 
time of the survey by selected background characteristics of the respondents 
All Women Exposed Women 
Pill Injection Condom F.S. Pill Inj. Cond. • F.S. 
E.U. C.U. E.U. C.U. E.U. C.U. C.U. C.U. C.U. C.U. C.U. 
All Ages 38.8 16.9 14.7 1.8 13.1 3.2 8.8 26.1 2.9 5.4 13.7 
15-19 15.8 9.7 3.9 0.6 9.7 3.2 0.0 23.4 1.6 7.8 0.0 
20-24 45.3 22.1 11.2 2.3 18.5 5.6 0.4 32.2 3.5 8.2 0.6 
25-29 61.6 30.5 18.9 2.1 15.9 2.9 7.2 37.2 2.7 3.5 8.8 
30-34 53.1 17.0 31.7 2.4 10.3 2.6 18.0 21.5 3.2 3.2 22.6 
35-39 48.9 15.4 25.0 2.7 12.5 1.9 32.2 18.8 3.5 2.4 40.0 
40-44 34.5 7.5 21.1 2.3 9.9 2.9 27.1 10.3 3.4 3.4 37.9 
B. Education 
Low 42.7 17.2 1.4 2.2 11.8 2.6 11.6 
High 27.8 16.1 4.2 0.8 16.8 5.0 1.2 
Worked in Past Years? 
Yes 44.5 23.2 14.1 0.7 15.8 3.7 6.9 
No 35.1 12.7 15.2 2.5 11.7 2.9 10.1 
"E.U." = Ever Used "C.U." = Currently Using "F.S." = Female Sterilization 
Source: Barbados Family Planning Association: Contraceptive Prevalence Surveys. A Comparative Study 
of Contraceptive Prevalence in Antigua, Dominica, St. Lucia and St. Vincent. Bridgetown, 
Barbados, 1983. 
h a v e s h e d some l i g h t on t h i s u n e x p e c t e d f i n d i n g b u t t h e s a m p l e s i z e w o u l d d i c t a t e 
a g a i n s t t h i s . 
I f i n T a b l e s 4 3 and 4 4 one c o m p a r e s e v e r u s e r s w i t h c u r r e n t u s e r s , i t i s 
p o s s i b l e t o g e t an i d e a o f d r o p o u t f r o m t h e p i l l , t h e condom and i n j e c t i o n . The 
i n j e c t i o n has b e e n a v a i l a b l e f o r l e s s t i m e t h a n t h e o t h e r two m e t h o d s and t h i s w i l l 
l a r g e l y a c c o u n t f o r i t s l o w e r d r o p o u t r a t e s . The d r o p o u t r a t e s f o r t h e p i l l a r e 
v e r y h i g h and t h o s e f o r t h e condom a r e e v e n h i g h e r . O v e r a l l i n D o m i n i c a and S t . 
L u c i a , a s e l s e w h e r e , d r o p o u t r a t e s f r o m m e t h o d s o f c o n t r a c e p t i o n as w e l l a s f r o m 
c o n t r a c e p t i v e u s e a r e v e r y h i g h . Some o f t h e s e d r o p o u t s a r e l i k e l y r e s o r t i n g t o 
f e m a l e s t e r i l i z a t i o n c h a n g i n g t o o t h e r m e t h o d s , o r t h e y a r e f o r a v a r i e t y o f r e a s o n s 
no l o n g e r i n n e e d o f c o n t r a c e p t i o n . 
I t c a n b e s e e n t h a t t h e d r o p o u t r a t e s f r o m t h e p i l l a r e h i g h e r i n D o m i n i c a t h a n 
i n S t . L u c i a . The d r o p o u t r a t e s f r o m t h e i n j e c t i o n a r e h i g h e r i n S t . L u c i a t h a n i n 
D o m i n i c a . The condom d r o p o u t r a t e s a r e h i g h i n b o t h s o c i e t i e s . 
C o n t r a c e p t i v e u s e i s p r e v a l e n t i n D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a . The u s e o f h i g h l y 
e f f e c t i v e m e t h o d s i s h i g h e r i n D o m i n i c a t h a n S t . L u c i a . The d r o p o u t r a t e s o f t h e 
m e t h o d s a r e h i g h . F e m a l e s t e r i l i z a t i o n i s p o p u l a r . T h e r e i s r e a s o n t o b e l i e v e t h a t 
c o n t r a c e p t i v e u s e i s an i m p o r t a n t f a c t o r i n f e r t i l i t y d e c l i n e s u n d e r w a y i n D o m i n i c a 
and S t . L u c i a . 
5 . 4 CONTRACEPTIVE KNOWLEDGE 
C o n t r a c e p t i v e k n o w l e d g e i s w i d e s p r e a d i n D o m i n i c a a n d S t . L u c i a , a s i t i s 
t h r o u g h o u t t h e C a r i b b e a n . The f a m i l y p l a n n i n g programmes w i t h t h e i r mass m e d i a 
c a m p a i g n s h a v e d i s s e m i n a t e d i n f o r m a t i o n on c o n t r a c e p t i v e m e t h o d s . The i n f o r m a t i o n 
and e d u c a t i o n programmes o f t h e p l a n n e d p a r e n t h o o d a s s o c i a t i o n s i n t h e i s l a n d s h a v e 
been e f f e c t i v e i n r a i s i n g c o n s c i o u s n e s s and a w a r e n e s s t o t h e p o p u l a t i o n i s s u e s and 
t h e r o l e o f u n p l a n n e d c h i l d b e a r i n g i n p o p u l a t i o n p r o b l e m s . T h r o u g h t h e s e programmes 
k n o w l e d g e o f c o n t r a c e p t i v e methods h a v e been s p r e a d and m o t i v a t i o n f o r c o n t r a c e p t i v e 
use r a i s e d . 
O v e r 9 0 p e r c e n t o f t h e f e m a l e p o p u l a t i o n i n D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a knew o f a t 
l e a s t one c o n t r a c e p t i v e method ( T a b l e 4 5 ) . The p e r c e n t s i n t h e age g r o u p s r a n q e 
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f r o m 7 8 f o r t h o s e 1 5 - 1 9 t o 9 9 f o r t h o s e 2 5 - 2 9 i n D o m i n i c a and f r o m 8 2 f o r t h e 1 5 - 1 9 
age g r o u p t o 9 8 f o r t h e 3 0 - 3 4 i n S t . L u c i a . B u t t h i s i s k n o w l e d g e o f a t l e a s t one 
method and t h e d e p t h of t h i s k n o w l e d g e has n o t been a s c e r t a i n e d . I s p i t e o f t h i s 
a p p a r e n t h i g h l e v e l o f k n o w l e d g e t h e r e i s u n d o u b t e d l y much more e d u c a t i n g and 
i n f o r m i n g t o be d o n e . D e e p e n i n g and w i d e n i n g t h e k n o w l e d g e on c o n t r a c e p t i o n and 
f a m i l y p l a n n i n g i s s u e s w i l l p a y - o f f i n more a d o p t i o n and s u s t a i n e d use o f 
c o n t r a c e p t i v e s . 
T A B L E 4 5 
D o m i n i c a a n d S t . L u c i a : 
P e r c e n t a g e o f Women h a v i n g k n o w l e d g e o f a t l e a s t 
o n e M e t h o d o f C o n t r a c e p t i o n b y A g e 
D O M I N I C A S T . L U C I A 
K n o w l e d g e 
o f a t l e a s t 
o n e m e t h o d 
N u m b e r 
o f 
Women 
K n o w l e d g e 
o f a t l e a s t 
o n e m e t h o d 
N u m b e r 
o f 
Women 
1 5 - 1 9 7 8 . 3 3 5 5 8 1 . 9 3 1 0 
2 0 - 2 4 9 7 . 1 2 4 5 9 7 . 2 2 5 0 
2 5 - 2 9 9 8 . 7 1 5 9 9 7 . 8 1 3 8 
3 0 - 3 4 9 8 . 1 1 0 5 9 8 . 3 1 1 9 
3 5 - 3 9 9 4 . 9 7 8 9 3 . 2 1 0 3 
4 0 - 4 4 9 2 . 0 7 5 9 5 . 9 6 7 
A l l A g e s 9 0 . 4 1 0 1 7 9 2 . 1 9 8 7 
S o u r c e : B a r b a d o s F a m i l y P l a n n i n g A s s o c i a t i o n : C o n t r a c e p t i v e 
P r e v a l a n c e S u r v e y s : A C o m p a r a t i v e S t u d y o f C o n t r a c e p t i v e 
P r e v a l e n c e i n A n t i g u a , D o m i n i c a , S t . L u c i a , a n d S t . V i n c e n t . 
B r i d g e t o w n , B a r b a d o s , 1 9 8 3 . 
I n T a b l e 4 6 , t h e p e r c e n t a g e o f a l l women who knew o f t h e d i f f e r e n t c o n t r a c e p -
t i v e s a r e p r e s e n t e d . Knowledge o f t h e p i l l i s w i d e s p r e a d and h i g h e r i n S t . L u c i a 
t h a n i n D o m i n i c a . The p i l l i s t h e b e s t known method i n b o t h s o c i e t i e s . The 
i n j e c t i o n i s a l s o w e l l known and a g a i n more so i n S t . L u c i a t h a n D o m i n i c a . O t h e r 
w e l l known m e t h o d s a r e t h e condom, f e m a l e s t e r i l i z a t i o n and I U D . As w o u l d be 
e x p e c t e d , k n o w l e d g e and u s e seem t o b e a s s o c i a t e d w i t h e a c h o t h e r . 
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TABLE 49 
D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a : The P e r c e n t a g e o f Women i n t h e S u r v e y who knew each 
C o n t r a c e p t i v e Method ( w i t h o r w i t h o u t p r o m p t i n g ) . 
DOMINICA S T . LUCIA 
P i l l 8 6 . 1 9 0 . 5 
I n j e c t i o n 7 6 . 1 8 1 . 8 
F e m a l e S t e r i l i z a t i o n 6 4 . 6 6 8 . 0 
Condom 7 5 . 9 6 3 . 2 
IUD 6 6 . 5 5 0 . 8 
V a g i n a l Me thods 3 6 . 9 4 3 . 4 
W i t h d r a w a l 3 6 . 5 3 5 . 1 
Rhythm 2 5 . 3 3 0 . 9 
M a l e S t e r i l i z a t i o n 2 8 . 0 2 3 . 4 
I n d u c e d A b o r t i o n 3 1 . 8 3 4 . 2 
S o u r c e : B a r b a d o s F a m i l y P l a n n i n g A s s o c i a t i o n : C o n t r a c e p t i v e P r e v a l e n c e 
S u r v e y s : A C o m p a r a t i v e S t u d y o f C o n t r a c e p t i v e P r e v a l e n c e i n A n t i g u a , 
D o m i n i c a , S t . L u c i a , and S t . V i n c e n t . B r i d g e t o w n , B a r b a d s o , 1 9 8 3 . 
Some methods a r e b e t t e r known i n D o m i n i c a (Condom, I U D ) and some b e t t e r known 
i n S t . L u c i a ( P i l l , I n j e c t i o n , F e m a l e S t e r i l i z a t i o n ) . I n g e n e r a l h o w e v e r , t h e 
e f f i c i e n t c o n t r a c e p t i v e methods a r e w e l l known among women i n t h e c h i l d b e a r i n g a g e s 
i n t h e two c o u n t r i e s . 
The f i v e b e s t known methods o f T a b l e 4 6 a r e shown i n T a b l e 4 7 i n t h e c o n t e x t o f 
s e l e c t e d b a c k g r o u n d v a r i a b l e s . The 1 5 - 1 9 a g e g r o u p i s t h e l e a s t k n o w l e d g e a b l e o f 
a l l on a l l m e t h o d s e x c e p t t h e condom. I n t h e c a s e o f t h e condom t h e l e a s t know-
l e d g e a b l e age g r o u p i s t h e 4 0 - 4 4 o n e . The p i l l i s b e s t known among women 2 0 - 3 4 a s 
i s t h e I n j e c t i o n . Female s t e r i l i z a t i o n i s b e s t known among t h e o l d e r a g e c o h o r t s i n 
t h e c h i l d b e a r i n g a g e s . 
The P i l l i s know a l m o s t e q u a l l y by women w i t h low and h i g h l e v e l s o f e d u c a t i o n 
and t h i s i s t r u e f o r t h e i n j e c t i o n , f e m a l e s t e r i l i z a t i o n and IUD i n D o m i n i c a , and 
f e m a l e s t e r i l i z a t i o n i n S t . L u c i a . Women w i t h h i g h e r l e v e l s o f e d u c a t i o n know o f 
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t h e condom t o a l a r g e r e x t e n t t h a n t h o s e w i t h l o w l e v e l s o f e d u c a t i o n . The p a t t e r n 
o f k n o w l e d g e o f m e t h o d s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h e d u c a t i o n i s p o s s i b l y r e l a t e d t o t h e g r o s s -
n e s s o f t h e e d u c a t i o n b r e a k d o w n i n t o o n l y t w o c a t e g o r i e s . W i t h a more e l a b o r a t e 
TABLE 4 7 
D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a : The P e r c e n t a g e o f Women i n t h e S u r v e y who knew e a c h 
C o n t r a c e p t i v e M e t h o d ( w i t h o r w i t h o u t p r o m p t i n g ) by S e l e c t e d B a c k g r o u n d V a r i a b l e s . 
C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s P i l l I n j e c -
t i o n 
F e m a l e 
S t e r i l -
i z a t i o n 
Condom IUD P i l l I n j e c -
t i o n 
F e m a l e 
S t e r i l -
i z a t i o n 
Condom I U D 
A l l Ages 8 6 . 1 7 6 . 1 6 4 . 6 7 5 . 9 6 6 . 5 9 0 . 1 8 1 . 1 6 8 . 0 6 2 . 8 5 0 . 8 
A . Age 
1 5 - 1 9 7 2 . 1 5 9 . 4 4 0 . 8 6 3 . 7 4 6 . 2 7 9 . 3 6 3 . 5 4 7 . 8 5 6 . 7 3 1 . 3 
2 0 - 2 4 9 6 . 8 9 0 . 0 6 5 . 7 8 9 . 4 7 5 . 6 9 7 . 3 9 1 . 2 7 1 . 8 7 0 . 7 5 8 . 3 
2 5 - 2 9 9 8 . 1 9 1 . 8 8 3 . 7 7 1 . 6 8 3 . 8 9 7 . 6 9 4 . 6 8 3 . 4 7 1 . 8 4 5 . 4 
3 0 - 3 4 9 6 . 3 9 0 . 5 8 2 . 5 8 6 . 3 8 7 . 4 9 6 . 3 9 3 . 8 7 5 . 0 6 4 . 1 6 0 . 8 
3 5 - 3 9 8 0 . 6 6 5 . 6 8 4 . 7 6 0 . 5 5 7 . 7 8 9 . 2 8 2 . 6 8 0 . 1 6 0 . 6 5 3 . 1 
4 0 - 4 4 8 3 . 1 6 5 . 8 8 4 . 7 5 9 . 6 7 5 . 8 9 2 . 7 8 1 . 7 8 1 . 4 5 1 . 8 5 4 . 1 
B . E d u c a t i o n 
Lower 8 5 . 8 7 6 . 4 6 4 . 6 7 4 . 0 6 6 . 2 9 0 . 6 8 2 . 8 6 7 . 6 5 8 . 7 4 8 . 7 
H i g h e r 8 7 . 0 7 5 . 1 6 4 . 4 8 1 . 0 6 7 . 4 9 1 . 2 7 8 . 7 6 9 . 0 7 5 . 9 5 6 . 9 
C . Worked i n 
p a s t y e a r 
7 1 . 1 6 0 . 7 Yes 9 3 . 1 8 1 . 5 7 0 . 9 8 3 . 7 7 5 . 5 9 4 . 5 8 9 . 6 7 3 . 3 
No 8 1 . 2 7 2 . 3 6 0 . 1 7 0 . 5 6 0 . 3 8 7 . 1 7 6 . 4 6 4 . 4 5 7 . 7 4 4 . 2 
S o u r c e ; B a r b a d o s F a m i l y P l a n n i n g A s s o c i a t i o n : C o n t r a c e p t i v e P r e v a l e n c e 
S u r v e y s : A C o m p a r a t i v e S t u d y o f C o n t r a c e p t i v e P r e v a l e n c e i n A n t i g u a , 
D o m i n i c a , S t . L u c i a , and S t . V i n c e n t . B r i d g e t o w n , B a r b a d s o , 1 9 8 3 . 
m e a s u r e o f e d u c a t i o n one w o u l d p e r h a p s f i n d t h a t t h e h i g h e r t h e l e v e l o f e d u c a t i o n 
t h e g r e a t e r t h e c o n t r a c e p t i v e k n o w l e d g e e v e n s p e c i f i c f o r m e t h o d . 
Women who w o r k e d i n t h e p a s t y e a r w e r e more k n o w l e d g e a b l e o f t h e d i f f e r e n t 
c o n t r a c e p t i v e m e t h o d s t h a n t h o s e who d i d n o t w o r k . S t . L u c i a n women ( w o r k , d i d n o t 
w o r k ) a r e more k n o w l e d g e a b l e o f t h e condom and I U D . 
T h e r e i s d i f f e r e n t i a l k n o w l e d g e o f c o n t r a c e p t i v e methods w i t h i n t h e d i s t r i b u -
t i o n s o f v a r i a b l e s such as a g e , e d u c a t i o n and w o r k e d i n t h e p a s t y e a r and on t h e s e 
v a r i a b l e s a c r o s s t h e two s o c i e t i e s . Knowledge o f c o n t r a c e p t i v e s i s w i d e s p r e a d b u t 
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some m e t h o d s a r e b e t t e r known t h a n o t h e r s . The more e f f i c i e n t c o n t r a c e p t i v e s a r e 
t h e most w i d e l y known e x c e p t t h e v a s e c t o m y . The e x t e n t o f t h e k n o w l e d g e i s 
u n a s c e r t a i n e d . I t i s o u r o p i n i o n t h a t i t i s s u p e r f i c i a l . T h e r e i s much more t o be 
d o n e i n o r d e r t o e n s u r e t h a t a l l m e t h o d s o f c o n t r a c e p t i o n a r e w e l l known so t h a t 
c h o i c e o f o n e o v e r a n o t h e r i s b a s e d on an o b j e c t i v e e v a l u a t i o n . 
5 . 5 SUMMARY 
C u r r e n t c o n t r a c e p t i v e u s e i s g r e a t e r i n D o m i n i c a t h a n i n S t . L u c i a and i n b o t h 
s o c i e t i e s i t i n c r e a s e s w i t h t h e a g e o f t h e women i n t h e c h i l d b e a r i n g a g e s . 
The o r a l c o n t r a c e p t i v e p i l l i s t h e most w i d e l y u s e d f o l l o w e d by f e m a l e s t e r i l -
i z a t i o n , t h e i n j e c t i o n i n D o m i n i c a , and t h e condom i n S t . L u c i a . The I U D i s t h e 
f i f t h m e t h o d o f u s e i n D o m i n i c a and t h e s e v e n t h i n S t . L u c i a . Women i n D o m i n i c a a r e 
more l i k e l y t o be u s i n g an e f f i c i e n t c o n t r a c e p t i v e m e t h o d t h a n women i n S t . L u c i a . 
Women i n t h e m i d d l e r e p r o d u c t i v e y e a r s p r e f e r t h e u s e o f t h e o r a l p i l l and t h e 
i n j e c t i o n and f e m a l e s t e r i l i z a t i o n a r e more f a v o u r e d by women i n t h e l a t e r y e a r s o f 
t h e c h i l d b e a r i n g p e r i o d . Women w i t h l o w e d u c a t i o n c o m p a r e d t o t h o s e w i t h h i g h 
p r e f e r t h e p i l l . Women who w o r k e d i n t h e y e a r b e f o r e t h e s u r v e y s a r e more l i k e l y t o 
be p i l l u s e r s t h a n t h o s e who d i d n o t . 
D r o p o u t r a t e s a r e v e r y h i g h f o r t h e p i l l and t h e condom. The r a t e s f o r t h e 
condom a r e much h i g h e r t h a n t h o s e f o r t h e p i l l . The d r o p o u t r a t e s f o r t h e i n j e c t i o n 
a r e l o w e r t h a n t h o s e f o r t h e p i l l and t h e condom b u t a r e l i k e l y r e l a t e d t o t h e 
r e l a t i v e l y s h o r t p e r i o d o f t i m e s i n c e i t was made a v a i l a b l e a s a c o n t r a c e p t i o n . 
O v e r 9 0 p e r c e n t o f t h e women i n D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a knew o f a t l e a s t o n e 
c o n t r a c e p t i v e m e t h o d . The i n t e n s i t y o f t h i s k n o w l e d g e i s u n m e a s u r e d , b u t a t l e a s t 
t h e y h a v e h e a r d o f a m e t h o d . 
The o r a l p i l l i s t h e most o f t e n m e n t i o n e d c o n t r a c e p t i v e . The i n j e c t i o n , 
condom, f e m a l e s t e r i l i z a t i o n and I U D a r e a l s o v e r y w e l l known. The e f f i c i e n t 
c o n t r a c e p t i v e m e t h o d s , e x c e p t t h e v a s e c t o m y , a r e a l l w e l l k n o w n . 
The 1 5 - 1 9 y e a r o l d women a r e t h e l e a s t k n o w l e d g e a b l e a b o u t t h e c o n t r a c e p t i v e 
m e t h o d s e x c e p t t h e condom w h e r e i t i s t h e 4 0 - 4 4 y e a r o l d s who a r e l e a s t k n o w l e d g e -
a b l e . Among women 2 0 - 3 4 y e a r s o f a g e , t h e p i l l and i n j e c t i o n a r e w e l l known. T h e 
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f e m a l e s t e r i l i z a t i o n i s v e r y w e l l known among t h e o l d e r a g e c o h o r t s i n t h e c h i l d -
b e a r i n g y e a r s . 
E d u c a t i o n when d i v i d e d i n t o l o w and h i g h i s n o t s e n s i t i v e a s an e x p l a n a t o r y 
f a c t o r f o r c o n t r a c e p t i v e k n o w l e d g e . Women who w o r k e d i n t h e y e a r p r e c e d i n g t h e 
s u r v e y s a r e m o r e k n o w l e d g e a b l e a b o u t t h e m e t h o d s o f c o n t r a c e p t i o n t h a n t h o s e who d i d 
n o t w o r k . 
Much h a s b e e n a c c o m p l i s h e d i n d i f f u s i n g k n o w l e d g e and u s e o f c o n t r a c e p t i o n i n 
D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a . T h e r e i s a g r e a t d e a l y e t t o be a c c o m p l i s h e d . F e r t i l i t y 
h a s b e e n f a l l i n g b u t s t i l l h a s a f a r way t o go b e f o r e a t t a i n i n g t h e l e v e l s d e s i r e d 
by f a m i l i e s and g o v e r n m e n t s . 
The e f f e c t i v e u s e o f e f f i c i e n t c o n t r a c e p t i v e m e t h o d s h a s t h e m a j o r p a r t t o p l a y 
i n t h e f u t u r e r e d u c t i o n s i n f e r t i l i t y i n D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a . E f f e c t i v e f a m i l y 
p l a n n i n g p rogrammes w i t h n a t i o n a l c o v e r a g e s a r e n e c e s s a r y t o a s s u r e t h a t i n f o r m a t i o n 
and s e r v i c e s a r e a v a i l a b l e . The l e v e l s o f d e v e l o p m e n t i n t h e s e two s o c i e t i e s a r e 
n o t s u f f i c i e n t l y a d v a n c e d t o e n s u r e f e r t i l i t y r e d u c t i o n s w i t h o u t p u b l i c f a m i l y 
p l a n n i n g p r o g r a m m e s . 
6 . 1 SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 
T h i s s e c t i o n p r o v i d e s a summary and p r e s e n t s some c o n c l u s i o n s . The summary 
w i l l p r o v i d e t h e h i g h l i g h t s o f t h e e a r l i e r s e c t i o n s and t h e c o n c l u s i o n s w i l l be made 
b a s e d upon t h e f i n d i n g s . 
T h i s p a p e r i s b a s i c a l l y d e s c r i p t i v e i n n a t u r e . The a i m was t o b r i n g t o g e t h e r 
a v a i l a b l e d a t a f r o m d i v e r s e s o u r c e s t o p r o v i d e a d e m o g r a p h i c p i c t u r e o f m o r t a l i t y , 
f e r t i l i t y and f a m i l y p l a n n i n g f o r t h e i s l a n d s o f D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a . T h i s was 
a t t e m p t e d i n a c o m p a r a t i v e f r a m e w o r k . Much more d a t a w e r e a v a i l a b l e f o r S t . L u c i a 
t h a n f o r D o m i n i c a b u t s i n c e c o m p a r i s o n was an a i m , i n g e n e r a l we p r e s e n t e d i n f o r m a -
t i o n t h a t w e r e a v a i l a b l e f o r b o t h c o u n t r i e s . Government s o u r c e s ( v i t a l r e g i s t r a t i o n 
and c e n s u s ) p r o v i d e d t h e b u l k o f t h e d a t a . S e c o n d a r y s o u r c e s s u p p l i e d t h e 
r e m a i n d e r . Many r a t e s and m e a s u r e s w e r e c a l c u l a t e d b a s e d on t h e a v a i l a b l e d a t a . 
T h e l a c k o f d a t a , t h e v a l i d i t y and r e l i a b i l i t y o f d a t a , and t h e a b s e n c e o f 
a c c e s s t o c o m p u t i n g f a c i l i t i e s h a v e s e v e r e l y h a n d i c a p p e d t h i s u n d e r t a k i n g . Census 
d a t a on f e r t i l i t y w e r e i n s t r u m e n t a l i n p r o v i d i n g a more e x t e n s i v e e x a m i n a t i o n o f i t 
t h a n was p o s s i b l e i n t h e c a s e o f m o r t a l i t y and f a m i l y p l a n n i n g . 
M i g r a t i o n i s n o t a p a r t o f t h i s s t u d y , n o t b e c a u s e o f i t s u n i m p o r t a n c e a s a 
d e t e r m i n a n t o f p o p u l a t i o n d y n a m i c s b u t b e c a u s e o f i t s d a t a d e f i c i e n c i e s , i t s t r e a t -
ment i n o t h e r s t u d i e s , and i t s e x c l u s i o n by CELADE f r o m t h i s s t u d y a r e a . The o t h e r 
t w o d e t e r m i n a n t s o f t h e s i z e , r a t e o f g r o w t h , and c o m p o s i t i o n o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n , 
n a m e l y m o r t a l i t y and f e r t i l i t y a r e t r e a t e d . F a m i l y P l a n n i n g i s e x a m i n e d f o r i t s 
d e t e r m i n a n t s and i t s i m p l i c a t i o n s f o r f e r t i l i t y . 
A m a j o r a i m o f t h e p r o j e c t was t o f o c u s on t h e s o c i o - e c o n o m i c c o r r e l a t e s o f 
m o r t a l i t y , f e r t i l i t y and f a m i l y p l a n n i n g . T h i s has been done a s f a r a s was p o s s i b l e 
b u t i t s i n c o m p l e t e n e s s i s o b v i o u s . D a t a l i m i t a t i o n s s e v e r e l y r e s t r i c t e d t h i s 
a s p e c t . M o r t a l i t y and f a m i l y p l a n n i n g h a v e s u f f e r e d much more t h a n f e r t i l i t y i n 
t h i s r e s p e c t . 
6 . 2 GENERAL OVERVIEW 
D o m i n i c a a n d S t . L u c i a a r e two r e c e n t l y i n d e p e n d e n t c o u n t r i e s l o c a t e d among t h e 
W i n d w a r d I s l a n d s i n t h e C a r i b b e a n a r e a . D o m i n i c a i s l a r g e r i n l a n d a r e a t h a n S t . 
L u c i a b u t S t . L u c i a ' s p o p u l a t i o n i s l a r q e r . C u r r e n t l y D o m i n i c a ' s p o p u l a t i o n i s 
a p p r o a c h i n g 8 0 , 0 0 0 and S t . L u c i a i s a b o u t 1 2 5 , 0 0 0 . 
S t . L u c i a ' s r a t e o f p o p u l a t i o n g r o w t h b e t w e e n 1 9 5 0 a n d 1 9 8 0 was g r e a t e r t h a n 
D o m i n i c a ' s b e t w e e n 1 9 5 0 and 1 9 8 1 . S t . L u c i a ' s p o p u l a t i o n i s c u r r e n t l y g r o w i n g 
f a s t e r t h a n t h a t o f D o m i n i c a . 
B e t w e e n 1 9 5 0 and 1 9 6 1 t h e r a t e o f n a t u r a l i n c r e a s e i n D o m i n i c a was h i g h e r t h a n 
I n S t . L u c i a . F rom 1 9 6 2 t o t h e p r e s e n t , S t . L u c i a ' s r a t e o f n a t u r a l i n c r e a s e i s 
h i g h e r t h a n D o m i n i c a ' s . E v e n t h o u g h t h e r a t e s o f n a t u r a l i n c r e a s e h a v e d e c l i n e d i n 
t h e two s o c i e t i e s , t h e y a r e s t i l l r e l a t i v e l y h i g h . A t i t s c u r r e n t r a t e o f n a t u r a l 
i n c r e a s e S t . L u c i a ' s p o p u l a t i o n w i l l d o u b l e i n 3 0 y e a r s a n d D o m i n i c a ' s i n 4 0 y e a r s . 
The r a t e s o f g r o w t h i n t h e t w o p o p u l a t i o n s s i n c e 1 9 5 0 h a v e been c o n s i d e r a b l y 
l o w e r t h a n t h e r a t e s o f n a t u r a l i n c r e a s e , s i n c e t h e s e i s l a n d s h a v e e x p e r i e n c e d n e t 
m i g r a t i o n l o s s e s . L i k e t h e r a t e s o f n a t u r a l i n c r e a s e , t h e r a t e s o f g r o w t h h a v e 
c h a n g e d a r o u n d . D o m i n i c a ' s g r o w t h r a t e b e t w e e n 1946 and 1 9 6 0 was h i g h e r t h a n S t . 
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L u c i a ' s . B e t w e e n 1 9 6 0 and 1 9 7 0 t h e two r a t e s o f g r o w t h a r e q u i t e s i m i l a r i n 
m a g n i t u d e . O v e r t h e p e r i o d 1 9 7 0 t o 1 9 8 0 f o r S t . L u c i a and 1 9 7 0 t o 1981 f o r 
D o m i n i c a , S t . L u c i a ' s g r o w t h r a t e was a l m o s t d o u b l e t h a t o f D o m i n i c a . 
T h e a v e r a g e age f o r D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a were g u i t e n e a r t o e a c h o t h e r i n 
1 9 6 0 a n d 1 9 7 0 and s h o w i n g b a s i c a l l y young p o p u l a t i o n s r e s u l t i n g f r o m h i g h f e r t i l -
i t y . By 1 9 8 0 f o r S t . L u c i a and 1 9 8 1 f o r D o m i n i c a t h e a v e r a g e age f o r D o m i n i c a i s 
h i g h e r t h a n t h a t f o r S t . L u c i a s h o w i n g l o w e r f e r t i l i t y f o r D o m i n i c a a n d / o r d i f f e r -
e n c e s i n v o l u m e a n d / o r age c o m p o s i t i o n o f e m i g r a n t s , b u t s t i l l two young p o p u l a -
t i o n s . The a v e r a g e age d e c r e a s e d b e t w e e n 1 9 6 0 a n d 1970 i n D o m i n i c a a n d S t . L u c i a 
b e c a u s e o f r i s i n g f e r t i l i t y i n t h e p e r i o d . I t i n c r e a s e d b e t w e e n 1 9 7 0 and 1 9 8 0 / 1 i n 
r e s p o n s e t o f a l l i n g f e r t i l i t y . I n 1 9 8 0 , a l a r g e r p r o p o r t i o n o f t h e S t . L u c i a n 
p o p u l a t i o n i s i n t h e u n d e r 10 y e a r s a g e g r o u p t h a n i s t h e c a s e i n D o m i n i c a i n 1 9 8 1 . 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l m i g r a t i o n has been an i m p o r t a n t c o n t r i b u t o r t o t h e r e l a t i v e l o w 
r a t e s o f p o p u l a t i o n g r o w t h i n D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a . Ne t m i g r a t i o n l o s s e s h a v e 
been l a r g e . Guengant ( 1 9 8 4 ) e s t i m a t e d t h e n e t l o s s e s b e t w e e n 1 9 5 0 a n d 1 9 8 0 f o r S t . 
L u c i a t o be 5 0 , 0 0 0 and D o m i n i c a t o be 2 8 , 0 0 0 . These f i g u r e s r e p r e s e n t 5 7 . 5 and 5 4 . 9 
p e r c e n t s o f t h e n a t u r a l i n c r e a s e f o r S t . L u c i a and D o m i n i c a r e s p e c t i v e l y o v e r t h e 
p e r i o d 1 9 5 0 - 8 0 . T h e s e n e t l o s s e s t h r o u q h m i g r a t i o n amount t o 6 4 p e r c e n t o f S t . 
L u c i a ' s 1 9 5 0 p o p u l a t i o n a n d 4 3 . 5 p e r c e n t of i t s 1 9 8 0 p o p u l a t i o n and f o r D o m i n i c a t h e 
c o r r e s p o n d i n g f i g u r e s a r e 5 5 p e r c e n t o f t h e 1 9 5 0 p o p u l a t i o n and 38 p e r c e n t o f t h e 
1 9 8 0 p o p u l a t i o n . The ma in d e s t i n a t i o n s f o r t h e s e e m i g r a n t s h a v e been t h e U n i t e d 
K i n g d o m , t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s o f A m e r i c a , Canada and t h e n e i g h b o u r i n g C a r i b b e a n 
i s l a n d s . 
T h e d e m o g r a p h i c e f f e c t s o f e m i g r a t i o n can a l s o be seen on t h e a g e - s e x c o m p o s i -
t i o n o f t h e o r i g i n c o u n t r i e s s i n c e m i g r a t i o n i s g e n e r a l l y age and sex s e l e c t i v e 
( B o u v i e r 1 9 8 4 ( a ) and ( b ) ) . I n t h i s way n e t m i g r a t i o n l o s s e s a l s o d e p r e s s f e r t i l -
i t y . F i g u r e s f r o m v i t a l r e g i s t r a t i o n i n t h e F r e n c h West I n d i e s show t h a t i n 1981 
and 1 9 8 2 , 7 8 4 b i r t h s o c c u r r e d t o D o m i n i c a n m o t h e r s i n G u a d e l o u p e , M a r t i n i q u e and 
F r e n c h G u i a n a ( T a b l e 4 8 ) . I n t h o s e same two y e a r s t h e c o r r e s p o n d i n g f i g u r e s f o r 
S t . L u c i a a r e 1 1 8 and 1 1 4 . S i n c e t h e F r e n c h West I n d i e s a r e o n l y some o f s e v e r a l 
d e s t i n a t i o n s we c a n e n v i s i o n how many more b i r t h s w o u l d h a v e been o c c u r r i n g i n S t . 
L u c i a and D o m i n i c a had t h e r e been no n e t m i g r a t i o n l o s s e s . 
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TABLE 43 
B i r t h s i n t h e F r e n c h West I n d i e s t o D o m i n i c a n and 
S t . L u c i a n Women L i v i n g t h e r e i n 1981 and 1982 
COUNTRIES OF ORIG IN 
F r e n c h West I n d i e s D o m i n i c a 
No. o f b i r t h s 
S t . L u c i a 
No. o f b i r t h s 
Y e a r 1981 1982 1981 1 9 8 2 
G u a d e l o u p e 
M a r t i n i q u e 
F r e n c h G u i a n a 

















S o u r c e : I n s t i t u t N a t i o n a l de l a S t a t i s t i q u e e t des E t u d e s Economiques ( 1 9 8 4 ) ETAT 
C i v i l , S e r v i c e D e p a r t m e n t de l e G u a d e l o u p e , B a s s e - T e r r e , G u a d e l o u p e . 
I n T a b l e 4 9 we can s e e t h a t n e a r l y 6 0 p e r c e n t o f t h e b i r t h s t h a t o c c u r r e d i n 
G u a d e l o u p e t o D o m i n i c a n m o t h e r s w e r e b o r n t o women under age 2 5 . L i k e t h o s e who 
r e m a i n e d a t home, D o m i n i c a n women r e s i d i n g i n G u a d e l o u p e c o n c e n t r a t e t h e i r c h i l d -
b e a r i n g m a i n l y i n t h e 1 5 - 2 9 age g r o u p . N i n e t y p e r c e n t o f t h e b i r t h s t o t h e s e 
D o m i n i c a n women b o r n i n G u a d e l o u p e w e r e b o r n t o u n m a r r i e d women. T h i s i s h i g h e r 
t h a n i n D o m i n i c a and i s a r e f l e c t i o n on t h e r e l a t i v e l y young age o f t h e m o t h e r s a t 
t h e b i r t h s o f t h e c h i l d r e n i n Guadeloupe. English-speaking C a r i b b e a n c o u n t r i e s h a v e 
r e l a t i v e l y l o w age a t t h e i n i t i a t i o n o f c h i l d b e a r l n g b u t h i g h a g e a t m a r r i a g e . 
T h e r e seems t o be l i t t l e d o u b t t h a t e m i g r a t i o n h a s p l a y e d a s i g n i f i c a n t r o l e i n 
h o l d i n g down t h e r a t e o f g r o w t h o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n , t h e s i z e o f t h e l a b o u r f o r c e , t h e 
l e v e l o f u n e m p l o y m e n t , and f e r t i l i t y and hence n a t u r a l i n c r e a s e . S t . L u c i a and 
D o m i n i c a w o u l d be d e m o g r a p h i c a l l y d i f f e r e n t p l a c e s t o d a y had i t no t been f o r t h e i r 
h e a v y n e t l o s s e s t o e m i g r a t i o n . 
6 . 3 MORTALITY 
M o r t a l i t y has been d e c l i n i n g i n D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a i n t h e P o s t W o r l d War I I 
p e r i o d . M o r t a l i t y l e v e l s a r e now q u i t e low i n t h e s e two s o c i e t i e s . The 1 9 8 4 W o r l d 
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TABLE 4 9 
B i r t h s t h a t o c c u r r e d t o D o m i n i c a n Women i n G u a d e l o u p e i n 1981 and 1982 by Age 
o f t h e M o t h e r a t B i r t h o f t h e C h i l d ( P e r c e n t a g e D i s t r i b u t i o n ) 
Age o f M o t h e r 1981 1982 
< 15 0 . 6 0 . 0 
15 - 19 2 0 . 2 1 9 . 4 
2 0 - 2 4 4 0 . 5 3 9 . 4 
25 - 29 2 4 . 8 2 8 . 1 
30 - 34 1 1 . 4 8 . 7 
3 5 - 3 9 1 . 4 4 . 2 
4 0 - 4 4 1 . 1 0 . 2 
T o t a l % 1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0 
T o t a l B i r t h s 351 381 
P e r c e n t I l l e g i t i m a t e 9 1 . 2 8 9 . 2 
S o u r c e : I n s t i t u t N a t i o n a l de l a S t a t i s t i q u e e t des E t u d e s Economiques 
( 1 9 8 4 ) E T A T - C i v i l , S e r v i c e D e p a r t m e n t de l a G u a d e l o u p e , 
B a s s e - T e r r e , Guade loupe 
P o p u l a t i o n D a t a S h e e t o f t h e P o p u l a t i o n R e f e r e n c e B u r e a u gave D o m i n i c a ' s c r u d e d e a t h 
r a t e a s 5 p e r t h o u s a n d and S t . L u c i a ' s a s 7 per t h o u s a n d . T h i s same source shows an 
i n f a n t m o r t a l i t y r a t e o f 1 2 . 6 p e r 1 0 0 0 l i v e b i r t h s f o r D o m i n i c a and 23 f o r S t . 
L u c i a . The l i f e e x p e c t a n c i e s a t b i r t h as r e p o r t e d by t h e D a t a Shee t i s n o t i n l i n e 
w i t h t h e i n f a n t m o r t a l i t y r a t e s , s i n c e S t . L u c i a ' s 7 0 i s h i g h e r t h a n D o m i n i c a ' s 6 5 . 
Government f i g u r e s p u t D o m i n i c a ' s l i f e e x p e c t a n c y a t a r o u n d 71 and S t . L u c i a ' s a t 
7 0 . 
Over t h e p e r i o d 1950 t o 1 9 7 1 , D o m i n i c a ' s c r u d e d e a t h r a t e was h i g h e r t h a n t h a t 
o f S t . L u c i a . B e t w e e n 1972 and 1 9 8 2 t h e c r u d e d e a t h r a t e o f D o m i n i c a i s l e s s t h a n 
t h a t o f S t . L u c i a . The t u r n a r o u n d i n t h e c r u d e d e a t h r a t e o c c u r r e d b e t w e e n 1971 and 
1 9 7 2 . D o m i n i c a had a d e c l i n e of 7 0 p e r c e n t i n i t s c r u d e d e a t h r a t e between 1 9 5 0 and 
1982 w h i l e S t . L u c i a ' s was o n l y 5 9 p e r c e n t . The p e r i o d 1 9 5 0 - 5 9 saw t h e most 
d r a m a t i c d e c l i n e s i n t h e c r u d e d e a t h r a t e s o f t h e two s o c i e t i e s , f o l l o w e d by t h e 
p e r i o d 1 9 6 0 - 6 9 , and t h e most r e c e n t p e r i o d 1 9 7 0 - 1 9 8 2 saw a s low down i n t h e r a t e o f 
d e c l i n e . 
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The c r u d e d e a t h r a t e i s a s l o w a s i t i s l i k e l y t o g e t i n D o m i n i c a . F u r t h e r 
d e c l i n e s i n t h e i n f a n t m o r t a l i t y r a t e o f S t . L u c i a w i l l a l l o w i t t o e v e n t u a l l y 
a p p r o x i m a t e t h e c u r r e n t l o w c r u d e d e a t h r a t e o f D o m i n i c a . 
I n f a n t m o r t a l i t y was h i g h e r i n D o m i n i c a t h a n i n S t . L u c i a o v e r t h e p e r i o d 1 9 5 0 
t o 1 9 6 6 and o v e r t h e p e r i o d 1 9 6 7 t o 1982 S t . L u c i a ' s i n f a n t m o r t a l i t y r a t e s h a v e 
b e e n a b o v e t h e l e v e l s o f D o m i n i c a . The t u r n a r o u n d i n t h e i n f a n t m o r t a l i t y r a t e 
o c c u r r e d f i v e y e a r s e a r l i e r t h a n i t d i d i n t h e c a s e of t h e c r u d e d e a t h r a t e . S i n c e 
1 9 8 0 S t . L u c i a ' s i n f a n t m o r t a l i t y r a t e has been a p p r o x i m a t e l y t w i c e t h a t o f D o m i n i c a 
w h i c h l e a d s one t o q u e s t i o n t h e v a l i d i t y o f t h e r a t e f o r D o m i n i c a . B e t w e e n 1 9 5 0 a n d 
1982 D o m i n i c a ' s i n f a n t m o r t a l i t y r a t e d e c l i n e d by 9 2 p e r c e n t and t h a t o f S t . L u c i a 
by 8 0 p e r c e n t . D o m i n i c a ' s i n f a n t m o r t a l i t y r a t e d e c l i n e d g r a d u a l l y b u t 
s i g n i f i c a n t l y f r o m 1 9 5 0 u n t i l 1 9 6 ! and t h e n i t f e l l r a D l d l y u n t i l 1 9 7 1 . T h e r e h a v e 
been f u r t h e r f a i r l y r a p i d d e c l i n e s i n t h e i n t e r v a l 1 9 7 2 t o 1982 when i t f e l l by 6 9 
p e r c e n t . S t . L u c i a ' s i n f a n t m o r t a l i t y r a t e f l u c t u a t e d downward b e t w e e n 1950 and 
1 9 6 2 ; and t h e u n s t a b l e p a t t e r n , b u t one o f g e n e r a l d e c l i n e a t a r e d u c e d r a t e , 
o c c u r r e d b e t w e e n 1963 and 1 9 8 2 . B o t h S t . L u c i a ' s and D o m i n i c a ' s i n f a n t m o r t a l i t y 
r a t e s a r e s h o w i n g t e n d e n c i e s t o s t a b i l i z e . D o m i n i c a ' s i s f l u c t u a t i n q a t a r o u n d 1 0 , 
w h i c h i s t o o low t o be t a k e n s e r i o u s l y ; and S t . L u c i a ' s a t a p p r o x i m a t e l y t w i c e t h e 
l e v e l o f D o m i n i c a , t h a t i s i n t h e l o w 2 0 ' s . 
G e n e r a l o v e r a l l i m p r o v e m e n t s i n t h e q u a l i t y o f l i f e , i n c l u d i n g i m p r o v e m e n t s i n 
n u t r i t i o n a l l e v e l , m a t e r n a l and c h i l d c a r e , p u b l i c h e a l t h , e d u c a t i o n o f women a n d 
d e l i v e r y o f m e d i c a l s e r v i c e s w i l l be needed t o s e t S t . L u c i a ' s i n f a n t m o r t a l i t y r a t e 
once more on i t s downward p a t h . When t h e i n f a n t m o r t a l i t y has d e c l i n e d by a n o t h e r 
10 p o i n t s , t h e c r u d e d e a t h r a t e w i l l d e c l i n e and a p p r o a c h e s t h a t shown f o r D o m i n i c a 
and t h e l i f e e x p e c t a n c y a t b i r t h w i l l a p p r o x i m a t e t h a t r e p o r t e d f o r D o m i n i c a a s 
w e l l . 
The e x p e c t e d 3 - s h a p e r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n m o r t a l i t y and age has been seen f o r 
D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a . M o r t a l i t y i s r e l a t i v e l y h i g h b e t w e e n a g e s 0 and 4 , 
r e l a t i v e l y low b e t w e e n 5 a n d 4 4 , and t h e n r i s e s s t e e p l y w i t h age f r o m 4 5 y e a r s . 
M a l e m o r t a l i t y i s g r e a t e r t h a n f e m a l e m o r t a l i t y among c h i l d r e n u n d e r a g e 1 0 
y e a r s . I n 1 9 6 0 f e m a l e m o r t a l i t y was h i g h e r t h a n t h a t o f m a l e f o r D o m i n i c a f o r t h e 
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a g e g r o u p 1 0 - 3 4 a n d f o r S t . L u c i a f o r t h e age g r o u p 1 5 - 2 9 . T h i s p e r h a p s i s a 
r e f l e c t i o n o f e l e v a t e d m a t e r n a l m o r t a l i t y r a t e s a t t h i s p e r i o d i n t i m e . I n 1 9 6 0 
w h e r e t h e s e d i f f e r e n c e s e x i s t i n m a l e - f e m a l e m o r t a l i t y l e v e l s t h e y a r e s m a l l . Sex 
d i f f e r e n c e s i n m o r t a l i t y r a t e s , h o w e v e r , i n c r e a s e i n m a g n i t u d e w i t h i n c r e a s e s i n 
a g e . 
D a t a a r e n o t a v a i l a b l e f o r D o m i n i c a i n 1 9 7 0 and 1 9 8 0 , bu t S t . L u c i a ' s a g e - s e x 
s p e c i f i c m o r t a l i t y r a t e s a r e h i g h e r f o r m a l e s t h a n f o r f e m a l e s . T h e r e i s e v e r y 
r e a s o n t o b e l i e v e t h a t t h e same i s t r u e f o r D o m i n i c a . 
C h i l d m o r t a l i t y i s v e r y l o w i n S t . L u c i a and l i k e l y l o w e r i n D o m i n i c a s i n c e t h e 
i n f a n t m o r t a l i t y p o r t i o n i s l o w e r i n D o m i n i c a t h a n i n S t . L u c i a . 
S i n c e 1 9 6 0 t h e r e h a v e b e e n d e c l i n e s i n d e a t h s due t o i n f e c t i v e and p a r a s i t i c 
d i s e a s e s i n D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a . A l l d i s e a s e s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h e a r l y i n f a n c y 
d e a t h s h a v e shown v e r y s i g n i f i c a n t d e c l i n e s . T h e r e h a v e been d e c l i n e s i n t h e number 
o f d e a t h s d u e t o d i s e a s e s o f t h e r e s p i r a t o r y and d i g e s t i v e s y s t e m s . T h e r e h a v e b e e n 
i n c r e a s e s o r no c h a n g e i n t h e number o f d e a t h s due t o n e o p l a s m s , d i a b e t e s , h y p e r t e n -
s i o n , h e a r t , l i v e r , and c e r e b r o v a s c u l a r d i s e a s e s . I n g e n e r a l , d e a t h s d u e t o 
d e g e n e r a t i v e d i s e a s e s a r e on t h e i n c r e a s e and t h o s e f r o m a l l o t h e r c a u s e s on t h e 
d e c r e a s e . 
L i f e e x p e c t a n c y a t b i r t h h a s been on t h e i n c r e a s e i n D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a i n 
r e s p o n s e t o i m p r o v e d m o r t a l i t y c o n d i t i o n s . I n 1 9 5 0 l i f e e x p e c t a n c y a t b i r t h was 
a r o u n d 5 0 y e a r s ; i t was p e r h a p s l e s s t h a n 6 0 i n 1 9 6 0 ; l e s s t h a n 6 5 by 1 9 7 0 ; and 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y 7 0 y e a r s i n 1 9 8 0 . L i f e e x p e c t a n c y i n D o m i n i c a s h o u l d c u r r e n t l y e x c e e d 
t h a t o f S t . L u c i a . B e s t e s t i m a t e s h a v e t h a t o f D o m i n i c a a t a r o u n d 7 2 i n 1 9 8 2 a n d 
S t . L u c i a ' s a b o u t 7 1 . 
T h e p r o b a b i l i t y o f s u r v i v i n g t h e f i r s t y e a r o f l i f e i n D o m i n i c a i s v e r y good 
and s l i g h t l y s u p e r i o r t o t h a t i n S t . L u c i a . D o m i n i c a ' s m o r t a l i t y r a t e s a r e c u r r e n t -
l y a t such l o w l e v e l s ( a s s u m i n g t h a t t h e y a r e t h e t r u e r a t e s ) t h a t i m p r o v e m e n t s 
r e a l i s t i c a l l y c a n n o t be e x p e c t e d . I n f a c t an a g i n g p o p u l a t i o n d u e t o l o w f e r t i l i t y 
i s d e v e l o p i n g , and e v e n t h o u g h i n f a n t m o r t a l i t y w i l l r e m a i n l o w , t h e c r u d e d e a t h 
r a t e may i n c r e a s e a s i s t h e c a s e i n t h e d e v e l o p e d s o c i e t i e s . S t . L u c i a ' s s t a b i l i z -
i n g r e l a t i v e l y h i g h e r r a t e o f i n f a n t m o r t a l i t y has t h e c a p a c i t y f o r f u r t h e r 
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d e c l i n e s . T h i s i s d e p e n d e n t on i m p r o v e m e n t s i n t h e q u a l i t y o f l i f e a s m a n i f e s t e d i n 
s u c h a r e a s as i m p r o v e d l e v e l s o f e d u c a t i o n f o r m o t h e r s , b e t t e r n u t r i t i o n a l l e v e l s 
f o r m o t h e r and b a b y , and b e t t e r m a t e r n a l and c h i l d c a r e . 
6 . 4 F E R T I L I T Y 
F e r t i l i t y has d e c l i n e d c o n s i d e r a b l y i n D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a and c u r r e n t l y t h e 
c r u d e b i r t h r a t e s a r e q u i t e l o w . T h e 1 9 8 4 W o r l d P o p u l a t i o n D a t a S h e e t of t h e 
P o p u l a t i o n R e f e r e n c e B u r e a u g a v e D o m i n i c a ' s c r u d e b i r t h r a t e a s 2 2 and S t . L u c i a ' s 
a s 3 3 . The l a t e s t f i g u r e s p r o v i d e d by g o v e r n m e n t a q e n c i e s a r e 2 3 f o r D o m i n i c a f o r 
1 9 8 2 a n d 31 f o r S t . L u c i a f o r 1 9 8 3 a n d 3 3 i n 1 9 8 2 . T h i s 1 0 p e r - t h o u s a n d d i f f e r e n c e 
b e t w e e n S t . L u c i a a n d D o m i n i c a i s q u i t e s t a r t l i n g when one c o n s i d e r s t h e r e l a t i v e 
s o c i o - e c o n o m i c c o n d i t i o n s o f t h e t w o c o u n t r i e s . We s u s p e c t t h a t d i f f e r e n t i a l l e v e l s 
o f n e t m i g r a t i o n l o s s i s p l a y i n g an i m p o r t a n t r o l e i n t h i s phenomenon, b u t a g a i n we 
s h o u l d q u e s t i o n t h e v a l i d i t y o f t h e d a t a . 
D o m i n i c a a n d S t . L u c i a e x p e r i e n c e d i n c r e a s e s i n t h e c r u d e b i r t h r a t e s b e t w e e n 
1 9 5 0 and 1 9 6 0 and a t e n d e n c y t o w a r d s s t a b i l i t y f o r D o m i n i c a f o r t h e p e r i o d 1 9 6 0 - 6 5 
and f o r S t . L u c i a f o r t h e p e r i o d 1 9 6 0 - 7 0 . O v e r a l l , D o m i n i c a had a s t e a d y d e c l i n e i n 
i t s c r u d e b i r t h r a t e f r o m 1 9 6 5 t o 1 9 7 5 . S i n c e 1975 t h e r e i s a s t r o n q t e n d e n c y t o 
s t a b i l i z e a t a r o u n d 2 2 . B e t w e e n 1 9 7 1 a n d 1983 S t . L u c i a ' s c r u d e b i r t h r a t e d e c l i n e d 
e r r a t i c a l l y w i t h s t a b i l i z i n g t e n d e n c i e s a t d i f f e r e n t l e v e l s . S i n c e 1 9 8 0 S t . L u c i a ' s 
c r u d e b i r t h r a t e i s s h o w i n g a t e n d e n c y t o s t a b i l i z e i n t h e l o w 3 0 ' s . 
D o m i n i c a ' s d e c l i n e i n t h e c r u d e b i r t h r a t e o v e r t h e p e r i o d 1 9 5 0 t o 1 9 8 2 h a s 
been g r e a t e r t h a n t h a t o f S t . L u c i a ( 3 5 p e r c e n t v s 13 p e r c e n t ) . The i n i t i a l 
i n c r e a s e s i n t h e c r u d e b i r t h r a t e s w e r e c l o s e r : D o m i n i c a 3 1 p e r c e n t and S t . L u c i a 
2 7 p e r c e n t . The d e c l i n e i n t h e c r u d e b i r t h r a t e s b e t w e e n 1 9 6 0 a n d 1 9 8 2 was g r e a t e r 
i n D o m i n i c a t h a n S t . L u c i a ( 5 0 « v s 3 1 % ) . 
O u r i n g t h e o e r i o d 1 9 5 0 t o 1 9 6 2 t h e c r u d e b i r t h r a t e i n D o m i n i c a was h i g h e r t h a n 
t h a t o f S t . L u c i a and b e t w e e n 1 9 6 2 a n d 1 9 8 2 , and up t o t h e p r e s e n t as w e l l , S t . 
L u c i a ' s r a t e i s h i g h e r t h a n D o m i n i c a ' s . The t u r n a r o u n d i n t h e c r u d e b i r t h r a t e 
o c c u r r e d i n 1 9 6 2 - 6 3 . I n 1 9 5 0 t h e c r u d e b i r t h r a t e s o f t h e two i s l a n d s w e r e a p p r o x i -
m a t e l y t h e same and by 1 9 8 0 S t . L u c i a was 6 per t h o u s a n d g r e a t e r t h a n D o m i n i c a . The 
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1984 W o r l d D a t a S h e e t shows S t . L u c i a ' s c r u d e b i r t h r a t e as 11 p e r t h o u s a n d h i q h e r 
t h a n t h a t o f D o m i n i c a and t h e most r e c e n t g o v e r n m e n t s o u r c e s show them a s , 1 0 p e r 
t h o u s a n d i n S t . L u c i a ' s f a v o u r i n 1 9 8 2 . 
Age s p e c i f i c f e r t i l i t y r a t e s i n c r e a s e d among t h e y o u n g e r age c o h o r t s o f t h e 
c h i l d b e a r i n g ages b e t w e e n 1 9 6 0 and 1 9 7 0 b u t d e c l i n e d among t h e o l d e r c o h o r t s . O v e r -
a l l t h e r e was d e c l i n i n g age s p e c i f i c f e r t i l i t y b e t w e e n 1 9 7 0 a n d 1 9 8 0 / 1 . The p a t t e r n 
o f d e c l i n e s a r e somewhat s i m i l a r f o r b o t h c o u n t r i e s . 
The age s p e c i f i c f e r t i l i t y r a t e s f o r women y o u n g e r t h a n 3 5 y e a r s were h i g h e r i n 
S t . L u c i a t h a n D o m i n i c a i n 1 9 6 0 and 1 9 7 0 b u t i n 1 9 8 0 D o m i n i c a ' s r a t e s a r e h i q h e r 
t h a n t h o s e o f S t . L u c i a . Amonq t h e age c o h o r t s 3 5 - 4 9 i n 1 9 6 0 a n d 1 9 7 0 t h e a g e 
s p e c i f i c f e r t i l i t y r a t e s i n S t . L u c i a w e r e l o w e r t h a n i n D o m i n i c a b u t i n 1 9 8 0 
D o m i n i c a ' s was l o w e r . 
The t o t a l f e r t i l i t y r a t e i n 1 9 6 0 and 1970 a r e h i g h e r i n S t . L u c i a t h a n i n 
D o m i n i c a b u t i n 1980 D o m i n i c a ' s r a t e i s t h e h i g h e r o f t h e t w o . 
Age s p e c i f i c f e r t i l i t y r a t e s a r e h i g h e s t f o r t h e aqe c o h o r t s 2 0 - 2 4 a n d 2 5 - 2 9 . 
C h i l d b e a r i n g i s p r i m a r i l y c o n f i n e d t o t h e age g r o u p 1 5 - 3 9 . The 1 5 - 1 9 age c o h o r t h a s 
h i g h e r f e r t i l i t y t h a n t h e ones a b o v e 3 9 y e a r s o f a q e . 
E d u c a t i o n and a g e - s p e c i f i c f e r t i l i t y a r e n e g a t i v e l y a s s o c i a t e d a s wou ld b e 
e x p e c t e d i n t h e two s o c i e t i e s . 
V i s i t i n g u n i o n s have t h e h i g h e s t age s p e c i f i c f e r t i l i t y r a t e s f o l l o w e d by 
common l a w and m a r r i e d i n t h a t o r d e r , b u t t h e v i s i t i n g u n i o n f i g u r e s s h o u l d be 
d i s c a r d e d b e c a u s e o f e r r o r s i n c l a s s i f i c a t i o n . 
The g r o s s r e p r o d u c t i o n r a t e , t h e g e n e r a l f e r t i l i t y r a t e and t h e t o t a l f e r t i l i t y 
r a t e a l l g i v e s u p p o r t t o t h e c o n c l u s i o n based on t h e c r u d e b i r t h r a t e o f a g e n e r a l 
and o v e r a l l d e c l i n e o f s i g n i f i c a n t p r o p o r t i o n s b e t w e e n 1 9 6 0 and 1 9 8 0 . They do show 
D o m i n i c a a n d S t . L u c i a as b e i n g c l o s e r i n c u r r e n t l e v e l s and r a t e s o f d e c l i n e o f 
f e r t i l i t y . H o w e v e r , t h e c a l c u l a t i o n o f t h e s e r a t e s a r e more p r o n e t o e r r o r s w h i c h 
may mask some o f t h e d i f f e r e n c e s . M o r e o v e r t h e s e r a t e s a r e a v a i l a b l e f o r o n l y a f e w 
p o i n t s i n t i m e . 
The a v e r a g e number o f l i v e b i r t h s t o women i n D o m i n i c a i n 1 9 7 0 i s g r e a t e r t h a n 
i n S t . L u c i a f o r e a c h age g r o u p . C o m p l e t e d f e r t i l i t y i s h i g h i n b o t h S t . L u c i a and 
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D o m i n i c a i n 1 9 7 0 b u t h i g h e r f o r D o m i n i c a t h a n S t . L u c i a . By 1 9 8 0 / 1 women u n d e r a g e 
4 0 i n D o m i n i c a h a v e had f e w e r l i v e b i r t h s t h a n t h e i r S t . L u c i a c o u n t e r p a r t s . Among 
women 4 0 y e a r s and o v e r t h e d i f f e r e n c e s b e t w e e n r e s p e c t i v e age c o h o r t s i n t h e number 
o f c h i i d r e n e v e r b o r n a r e q u i t e s m a l l and t e n d i n g i n D o m i n i c a ' s f a v o u r . The t u r n -
a r o u n d has d e v e l o p e d a s seen by t h e use o f c h i l d r e n e v e r b o r n and i t i s b e i n g 
e f f e c t e d by t h e y o u n g e r age c o h o r t s . 
W i t h c h i l d r e n e v e r b o r n ( c u m u l a t i v e number of l i v e b i r t h s t o d a t e ) as t h e 
m e a s u r e o f f e r t i l i t y , we f i n d t h a t e d u c a t i o n and f e r t i l i t y a r e n e q a t i v e l y a s s o c i -
a t e d . H o w e v e r , i t r e q u i r e s a t l e a s t s i x y e a r s o f s c h o o l i n g b e f o r e a v e r y d e f i n i t e 
and s i g n i f i c a n t d i f f e r e n c e i s s e e n . Women w i t h s i x o r more y e a r s o f e d u c a t i o n h a v e 
s m a l l e r numbers o f l i v e b i r t h s t h a n women w i t h l o w e r l e v e l s o f e d u c a t i o n . G i v i n g 
a l l women a t l e a s t s i x y e a r s o f e d u c a t i o n w o u l d l i k e l y i m p a c t n e g a t i v e l y on 
f e r t i l i t y . 
Up u n t i l 1 9 7 0 t h e numbers o f c h i l d r e n e v e r born f o r t h e d i f f e r e n t e d u c a t i o n a l 
g r o u p s were h i g h e r i n D o m i n i c a t h a n i n S t . L u c i a . H o w e v e r , by 1 9 8 0 / 1 t h e y o u n g e r 
D o m i n i c a n women and t h o s e w i t h l e s s t h a n p r i m a r y e d u c a t i o n h a v e had l o w e r numbers o f 
l i v e b i r t h s t h a n t h e i r S t . L u c i a n c o u n t e r p a r t s . 
T h e d i f f e r e n c e s among t h e t h r e e u n i o n t y p e s f o r women under a g e 3 5 i n t e r m s o f 
t h e number o f l i v e b i r t h s a r e v e r y s m a l l i n 1 9 7 0 and 1 9 8 0 / 1 . F o r t h o s e women who 
h a v e c o m p l e t e d t h e i r c h i l d b e a r i n g , t h o s e i n m a r r i e d u n i o n s h a v e t h e h i g h e s t number 
o f l i v e b i r t h s i n 1 9 7 0 and 1 9 8 0 / 1 . M a r r i e d women e i t h e r h a v e h i g h e r f e r t i l i t y o r 
women w i t h h i g h f e r t i l i t y a r e more l i k e l y t o g e t m a r r i e d a t l e a s t by a g e 4 5 a n d 
o l d e r . B o t h p o s s i b i l i t i e s a r e l i k e l y t o be b e h i n d t h e d i f f e r e n t i a l f e r t i l i t y by 
u n i o n t y p e . 
Women who w o r k e d h a v e s i g n i f i c a n t l y l e s s l i v e b i r t h s t h a n t h o s e who s t a y e d a t 
home d u r i n g t h e 12 m o n t h s p r e c e d i n g t h e c e n s u s e s . T h e d i f f e r e n c e b e t w e e n t h e t w o 
g r o u p s r a n g e s b e t w e e n 1 and 1 . 5 l i v e b i r t h s . Women who w e r e o u t s i d e t h e l a b o u r 
f o r c e h a v e more l i v e b i r t h s t h a n t h o s e who w e r e s e e k i n g j o b s . F e m a l e l a b o u r f o r c e 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n i s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h e number o f l i v e b i r t h s . G r e a t e r i n v o l v e m e n t o f 
women i n t h e w o r k f o r c e w i l l d e p r e s s f e r t i l i t y . H o w e v e r , h i g h u n e m p l o y m e n t l e v e l s 
a r e a f e a t u r e o f S t . L u c i a and D o m i n i c a . O v e r t h e p e r i o d 1 9 7 0 t o 1 9 8 0 / 1 f e m a l e 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n t h e l a b o u r f o r c e h a s d e c l i n e d . 
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I n D o m i n i c a t h e s m a l l A m e r i n d i a n p o p u l a t i o n h a v e t h e h i g h e s t l e v e l o f f e r t i l -
i t y . T h e B l a c k s and M i x e d h a v e a p p r o x i m a t e l y t h e same number o f c h i l d r e n e v e r b o r n 
i n D o m i n i c a . I n S t . L u c i a , women i n t h e c h i l d b e a r i n g a g e s o f t h e t h r e e m a i n r a c i a l 
g r o u p s - - B l a c k s , M i x e d and E a s t I n d i a n s - - h a v e a p p r o x i m a t e l y t h e same a v e r a g e 
number o f l i v e b i r t h s . Among S t . L u c i a n women who h a v e c o m p l e t e d t h e i r c h i l d b e a r i n g 
t h e E a s t I n d i a n s h a v e had more l i v e b i r t h s t h a n t h e B l a c k s and M i x e d who a r e c l o s e 
t o e a c h o t h e r . 
I t w o u l d a p p e a r t h a t young B l a c k s a r e p l a y i n g a m a j o r r o l e i n t h e t u r n a r o u n d i n 
f e r t i l i t y t h a t h a s o c c u r r e d b e t w e e n S t . L u c i a and D o m i n i c a . S o c i o c u l t u r a l d i f f e r -
e n c e s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h r a c e w o u l d seem t o make an i m p a c t on r e p r o d u c t i v e b e h a v i o u r . 
6 . 5 TEENAGE F E R T I L I T Y 
I n D o m i n i c a i n t h e l a t t e r p a r t o f t h e 1 9 7 0 - 8 0 decade t e e n a g e f e r t i l i t y 
a c c o u n t e d f o r b e t w e e n 2 7 and 3 5 p e r c e n t s o f a l l b i r t h s and i n S t . L u c i a i t was a b o u t 
2 7 p e r c e n t . T h e r e seem t o h a v e b e e n a n i n c r e a s e i n t e e n a g e f e r t i l i t y b e t w e e n 1 9 7 0 
and 1 9 8 0 / 1 . O v e r a l l i t w o u l d seem t h a t t e e n a g e p r e g n a n c i e s a r e h i g h e r i n D o m i n i c a 
t h a n i n S t . L u c i a . I n b o t h s o c i e t i e s t h e r a t e s a r e q u i t e h i g h . 
D e l a y i n g p r e g n a n c y beyond t h e t e e n a g e y e a r s w o u l d d e p r e s s a t l e a s t t h e p e r i o d 
f e r t i l i t y r a t e s . D e l a y o f p r e g n a n c y and c h i l d b e a r i n g a l l o w f o r t h e c o m p l e t i o n o f 
o n e s ' e d u c a t i o n and i n c r e a s e s t h e l i k e l i h o o d o f l a b o u r f o r c e p a r t i c i p a t i o n and 
t h e r e f o r e w i l l d e p r e s s c o m p l e t e d f e r t i l i t y a s w e l l . D e l a y i n g p r e g n a n c y beyond t h e 
t e e n a q e y e a r s w i l l i m p a c t on i n f a n t m o r t a l i t y , s i n c e c h i l d r e n born t o t e e n a g e 
m o t h e r s have r e l a t i v e l y h i g h p r o b a b i l i t i e s of d y i n g i n I n f a n c y . R e d u c i n g t e e n a g e 
p r e g n a n c y and t e e n a g e f e r t i l i t y w i l l r e d u c e f e r t i l i t y and l i k e l y e n h a n c e t h e g u a l i t y 
o f l i f e f o r m o t h e r s and c h i l d r e n . 
6 . 6 HIGH PARITY 
I n D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a l a r g e numbers o f women h a v e s e v e n or more l i v e 
b i r t h s . T h e r e i s no s i g n t h a t h i g h p a r i t y i s d e c l i n i n g i n t h e s e two s o c i e t i e s . The 
t e n d e n c y i s t o w a r d an i n c r e a s e i n t h e p r o p o r t i o n o f women h a v i n g s e v e n or more l i v e 
b i r t h s . 
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R e d u c i n g h i g h o r d e r b i r t h s w i l l d e p r e s s f e r t i l i t y c o n s i d e r a b l y i n S t . L u c i a and 
D o m i n i c a . W i t h low and d e c l i n i n g i n f a n t m o r t a l i t y and w i d e s p r e a d c o n t r a c e p t i v e u s e , 
a d e c l i n e i n h i g h o r d e r b i r t h s i s e x p e c t e d . Women c u r r e n t l y i n t h e c h i l d b e a r i n g 
a g e s a r e u n l i k e l y t o h a v e such h i g h p r o p o r t i o n s o f h i g h o r d e r b i r t h s a s now e x i s t 
among t h o s e who h a v e c o m p l e t e d c h i l d b e a r i n g . R e d u c i n g t h e number o f h i g h o r d e r 
b i r t h s w i l l a l s o l e a d t o r e d u c t i o n s i n i n f a n t m o r t a l i t y . 
6 . 7 CHILDLESSNESS 
C h i l d l e s s n e s s d e c r e a s e d i n a l l a g e g r o u p s b e t w e e n 1 9 7 0 and 1 9 8 0 / 1 b u t t h e 
l e v e l s a r e s t i l l r e l a t i v e l y h i g h . The p e r c e n t a g e c h i l d l e s s i n 1 9 7 0 r a n g e d b e t w e e n 
1 4 . 4 a n d 1 7 . 5 f o r D o m i n i c a and i n 1 9 8 1 t h e r a n g e was 7 . 8 t o 1 5 . 9 p e r c e n t . I n S t . 
L u c i a i n 1 9 7 0 t h e p e r c e n t a g e c h i l d l e s s r a n g e d b e t w e e n 1 4 . 6 and 1 9 . 3 a n d i n 1 9 8 0 
b e t w e e n 9 . 9 and 1 7 . 2 . 
A s u b s t a n t i a l p r o p o r t i o n o f t h e c h i l d l e s s women i s a c c o u n t e d f o r by t h o s e who 
w e r e n e v e r i n a u n i o n and t h e r e m a i n d e r by i n f e r t i l e women. 
C h i l d l e s s n e s s i s g r e a t e r i n S t . L u c i a t h a n i n D o m i n i c a . The d e c l i n e i n c h i l d -
l e s s n e s s i n t h e t w o s o c i e t i e s h a v e n o t c h a n g e d t h e i r r e l a t i v e p o s i t i o n s . The 
d e c l i n e i n c h i l d l e s s n e s s must h a v e i m p a c t e d p o s i t i v e l y on f e r t i l i t y b u t was most 
l i k e l y c o m p e n s a t e d f o r i n o t h e r d e v e l o p m e n t s and h e n c e t h e o v e r a l l d e c l i n i n g 
f e r t i l i t y s i t u a t i o n o c c u r r e d . 
6 . 8 NEVER I N A UNION AND NEVER MARRIED 
S i z e a b l e p r o p o r t i o n s o f women i n D o m i n i c a a n d S t . L u c i a had n e v e r b e e n I n a 
s e x u a l u n i o n . I n 1 9 8 1 i n D o m i n i c a 1 4 t o 2 0 p e r c e n t s o f t h e women i n t h e f i v e y e a r 
a g e c o h o r t s 4 5 a n d o v e r h a v e n e v e r b e e n i n a s e x u a l u n i o n . I n S t . L u c i a i n 1 9 8 0 t h e 
c o r r e s p o n d i n g p e r c e n t s w e r e 12 t o 1 8 . T h e s e f i g u r e s s u g g e s t t h a t a s u b s t a n t i a l 
c a p a c i t y e x i s t s f o r a n i n c r e a s e i n f e r t i l i t y t h r o u g h a r e d u c t i o n i n t h e p r o p o r t i o n s 
n e v e r i n a u n i o n w h i l e t h e y a r e p a s s i n g t h r o u g h t h e c h i l d b e a r i n g a g e s . T h i s 
d i f f e r e n c e i n t h e p r o p o r t i o n o f women who had n e v e r b e e n i n a s e x u a l u n i o n b e t w e e n 
S t . L u c i a and D o m i n i c a i s a p o s s i b l e f a c t o r i n t h e i r d i f f e r e n c e s i n f e r t i l i t y . 
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T h e r e i s no p a t t e r n o f i n c r e a s e o r d e c r e a s e i n D o m i n i c a b e t w e e n 1 9 6 0 and 1 9 8 1 . 
I n S t . L u c i a b e t w e e n 1 9 7 0 and 1 9 8 0 , t h e p r o p o r t i o n n e v e r i n a u n i o n i n c r e a s e s f o r 
t h e 2 0 - 3 4 a g e g r o u p s b u t d e c r e a s e s i n a l l o t h e r a g e g r o u p s . The s i n g u l a t e mean a g e 
a t u n i o n f o r m a t i o n i s a p p r o x i m a t e l y 2 2 . 5 y e a r s f o r D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a i n 1 9 8 0 / 1 . 
The p e r c e n t a g e o f t h e f e m a l e p o p u l a t i o n n e v e r m a r r i e d i s h i g h i n D o m i n i c a a n d 
S t . L u c i a . A t age 6 5 and a b o v e , c l o s e t o 3 0 p e r c e n t o f t h e D o m i n i c a n women, and 
o v e r 3 0 p e r c e n t o f t h e S t . L u c i a n women have n e v e r been m a r r i e d . The p r o p o r t i o n 
n e v e r m a r r i e d does n o t h a v e a c l e a r i m p l i c a t i o n f o r f e r t i l i t y s i n c e a m a j o r p a r t o f 
c h i l d b e a r i n g t a k e s p l a c e i n n o n - l e g a l u n i o n s . The a v e r a g e age a t wh ich women m a r r y 
i n D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a i s q u i t e h i g h and much h i g h e r t h a n t h a t a t w h i c h t h e y 
e n t e r t h e i r f i r s t u n i o n . 
6 . 9 AGE AT F I R S T AND LAST B IRTHS 
The a v e r a g e age a t f i r s t b i r t h d e c l i n e d b e t w e e n 1 9 7 0 and 1 9 8 0 i n S t . L u c i a f o r 
women 3 5 - 6 4 y e a r s o f a g e . I n D o m i n i c a ' s c a s e t h e r e was a d e c l i n e f o r t h e 3 5 - 4 9 age 
g r o u p and f o r t h e 6 0 - 6 4 b e t w e e n 1 9 7 0 and 1 9 8 1 . H o w e v e r , t h e d e c l i n e s i n t h e a v e r a g e 
age a t f i r s t b i r t h h a v e b e e n s m a l l and t h e e f f e c t s on f e r t i l i t y c a n c e l l e d o u t by 
o t h e r f a c t o r s . The a v e r a g e a g e a t f i r s t b i r t h i s a p p r o x i m a t e l y e q u a l i n D o m i n i c a 
a n d S t . L u c i a and r a n g e s b e t w e e n 2 1 a n d 2 3 y e a r s . These a r e r e l a t i v e l y h i g h a v e r a g e 
a g e s . The s i z e a b l e t e e n a g e f e r t i l i t y i s c o m p e n s a t e d f o r by s i g n i f i c a n t numbers o f 
women d e l a y i n g c h i l d b e a r i n g i n t o t h e l a t e 2 0 ' s . 
The a v e r a g e age a t t h e b i r t h o f t h e l a s t c h i l d d e c l i n e d b e t w e e n 1970 and 1 9 8 0 / 1 
f o r t h e women i n t h e age g r o u p 3 5 - 4 9 and i n c r e a s e d f o r t h o s e 5 0 - 6 4 . The a v e r a g e a g e 
a t t h e b i r t h o f t h e l a s t c h i l d i s a p p r o x i m a t e l y t h e same f o r D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a 
and r a n g e s b e t w e e n 3 5 a n d 3 7 y e a r s . 
The a v e r a g e number o f y e a r s b e t w e e n t h e f i r s t and l a s t b i r t h s i s a l m o s t t h e 
same i n S t . L u c i a a n d D o m i n i c a and f a l l s b e t w e e n 12 a n d 15 y e a r s . 
I t w o u l d a p p e a r t h a t a t t h e a g g r e g a t e l e v e l , d i f f e r e n c e s i n t h e age a t t h e 
b i r t h o f t h e f i r s t and l a s t c h i l d r e n a r e n o t a m a j o r c o n t r i b u t o r y f a c t o r t o t h e 
d i f f e r e n t i a l f e r t i l i t y l e v e l s t h a t h a v e been e v i d e n c e d b e t w e e n t h e two s o c i e t i e s . 
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C h i l d b e a r i n g i s c o n f i n e d t o a r e l a t i v e l y s h o r t span o f t i m e and t h e r e f o r e 
e f f e c t i v e s p a c i n g o f b i r t h s i n t h a t p e r i o d c o u l d be i n s t r u m e n t a l i n r e d u c i n g f e r t i l -
i t y l e v e l s . C o n t r a c t i n g t h e t i m e span f o r c h i l d b e a r i n q by i n c r e a s i n g t h e age a t t h e 
f i r s t b i r t h a n d / o r d e c r e a s i n g t h e age a t t h e l a s t b i r t h s h o u l d a l l o t h e r t h i n g s 
b e i n g e q u a l d e p r e s s f e r t i l i t y . 
6 . 1 0 I L L E G I T I M A C Y 
The p e r c e n t a g e o f a l l b i r t h s b o r n o u t s i d e o f m a r r i e d u n i o n s i s v e r y h i g h i n 
D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a b u t n o t o u t o f l i n e w i t h t h a t o f t h e E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g 
C a r i b b e a n . A b o u t 2 / 3 o f a l l b i r t h s i n D o m i n i c a o c c u r t o women i n e i t h e r a common-
l a w or v i s i t i n g u n i o n and i n S t . L u c i a t h e p r o p o r t i o n i s a r o u n d 7 / 1 0 . T h e r e a r e 
v a r i a t i o n s i n t h e p r o p o r t i o n s f r o m y e a r t o y e a r and i t i s l i k e l y t h a t t h e l e v e l o f 
i l l e g i t i m a c y i s q u i t e s i m i l a r i n t h e two s o c i e t i e s . The p r o p o r t i o n o f i l l e g i t i m a t e 
b i r t h s d e c l i n e s w i t h t h e age and p a r i t y o f t h e m o t h e r s . 
The r a t e s o f i l l e g i t i m a c y a r e h i g h i n D o m i n i c a a n d S t . L u c i a and t h e y h a v e b e e n 
h i g h f o r a l o n g t i m e . T h e r e i s no i n d i c a t i o n t h a t t h e r a t e s a r e d e c l i n i n g . The 
i m p l i c a t i o n o f i l l e g i t i m a c y f o r f e r t i l i t y i s s t u d i e d t h r o u g h t h e f a m i l y p a t t e r n s a n d 
u n i o n t y p e s . T h e r e h a v e been c o n c l u s i o n s drawn t h a t r e d u c i n g i l l e g i t i m a c y w i l l 
i n c r e a s e f e r t i l i t y , s i n c e m a r i t a l u n i o n s a r e a s s o c i a t e d w i t h h i g h e r numbers o f l i v e 
b i r t h s . H o w e v e r , t h i s l a t t e r c o n c l u s i o n i s n o t u n i v e r s a l l y t r u e and e v e n i f i t 
w e r e , t h e r e a r e i n d i c a t i o n s t h a t t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n f e r t i l i t y and u n i o n t y p e s 
i s i n f l u x u n d e r t h e c o n d i t i o n o f e n s u i n g s o c i o - c u l t u r a l c h a n g e s . 
Remember ing t h a t by a g e 4 5 t h e m a j o r i t y o f a l l women a r e m a r r i e d and t h a t a 
v e r y l a r g e p r o p o r t i o n o f a l l women spend t h e i r mated l i f e w i t h a s i n g l e i n d i v i d u a l , 
one c a n c o n c l u d e t h a t e v e n t h o u g h a c h i l d may be b o r n o u t s i d e o f t h e l e g a l u n i o n , 
t h e r e i s a good p r o b a b i l i t y t h a t t h e p a r e n t s w i l l e v e n t u a l l y m a r r y . I l l e g i t i m a c y 
d o e s n o t p r e s e n t a c h i l d w i t h v e r y many d i s a d v a n t a g e s , i f a n y , i n t h e s e s o c i e t i e s . 
6 . 1 1 FAMILY PLANNING 
C o n t r a c e p t i v e u s e i s h i g h e r i n D o m i n i c a t h a n i n S t . L u c i a . G r e a t e r p e r c e n t a g e s 
o f women i n D o m i n i c a a r e c u r r e n t u s e r s o f c o n t r a c e p t i o n t h a n i n S t . L u c i a . C u r r e n t 
112 
c o n t r a c e p t i v e u s e i n c r e a s e s w i t h age b u t e v e n among young women c o n t r a c e p t i v e u s e i s 
q u i t e h i g h . 
T h e o r a l c o n t r a c e p t i v e p i l l i s t h e most p o p u l a r c o n t r a c e p t i v e method i n t h e t w o 
c o u n t r i e s . F e m a l e s t e r i l i z a t i o n i s s e c o n d t o t h e p i l l . The i n j e c t i o n a n d t h e 
condom a r e more p o p u l a r t h a n t h e I U D . Women i n D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a a r e f o r t h e 
most p a r t u s i n g t h e e f f i c i e n t c o n t r a c e p t i v e m e t h o d s b u t t h o s e i n D o m i n i c a a r e m o r e 
l i k e l y t o be d o i n g so t h a n t h o s e i n S t . L u c i a . 
Women i n t h e m i d d l e c h i l d b e a r i n g y e a r s seem t o p r e f e r t h e o r a l c o n t r a c e p t i v e 
p i l l w h i l e t h e i n j e c t i o n and f e m a l e s t e r i l i z a t i o n a r e more p o p u l a r among o l d e r 
h i g h e r p a r i t y women. The condom h a s s m a l l a m o u n t s o f u s e a c r o s s a l l a g e g r o u p s . 
D r o p o u t r a t e s f r o m t h e condom and p i l l a r e v e r y h i g h and i n l i n e w i t h t h o s e 
r e c o r d e d e l s e w h e r e . The d r o p o u t r a t e s f o r t h e i n j e c t i o n a r e s m a l l b u t a r e p e r h a p s a 
f u n c t i o n o f t h e r e c e n c y o f i t s i n t r o d u c t i o n as a c o n t r a c e p t i v e m e t h o d . The p i l l has 
h i g h e r d r o p o u t r a t e s i n D o m i n i c a t h a n i n S t . L u c i a b u t t h e r e v e r s e i s t r u e f o r t h e 
i n j e c t i o n . The d r o p o u t r a t e s f o r t h e condom a r e q u i t e s i m i l a r i n b o t h s o c i e t i e s . 
D o m i n i c a ' s g r e a t e r c o n t r a c e p t i v e u s e and i t s g r e a t e r u s e o f t h e most e f f e c t i v e 
m e t h o d s a r e l i k e l y i m p o r t a n t f a c t o r s i n e x p l a i n i n g i t s l o w e r f e r t i l i t y a t p r e s e n t i n 
c o m p a r i s o n w i t h S t . L u c i a . 
O v e r 9 0 p e r c e n t o f t h e women i n D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a know o f a t l e a s t one 
c o n t r a c e p t i v e m e t h o d . K n o w l e d g e o f t h e p i l l i s w i d e s p r e a d and i s h i g h e r i n S t . 
L u c i a t h a n i n D o m i n i c a . I t i s t h e b e s t known c o n t r a c e p t i v e method i n b o t h 
s o c i e t i e s . The i n j e c t i o n i s w e l l known b u t m o r e s o i n S t . L u c i a t h a n i n D o m i n i c a . 
O t h e r w e l l known m e t h o d s a r e t h e condom, f e m a l e s t e r i l i z a t i o n and t h e I U D . M a l e 
s t e r i l i z a t i o n ( v a s e c t o m y ) i s s e l d o m m e n t i o n e d by r e s p o n d e n t s . I t s u s e i s a l m o s t 
n o n e x i s t e n t and i t i s n o t l i k e l y t o g a i n i n p o p u l a r i t y i n t h e f o r e s e e a b l e f u t u r e . 
As e x p e c t e d , c o n t r a c e p t i v e k n o w l e d g e and use a r e c o r r e l a t e d . 
T h e 1 5 - 1 9 a g e g r o u p i s t h e l e a s t k n o w l e d g e a b l e o f t h e d i f f e r e n t c o n t r a c e p t i v e 
m e t h o d s e x c e p t t h e condom. The p i l l and I n j e c t i o n a r e t h e b e s t known among women 
2 0 - 3 4 y e a r s o f a g e . F e m a l e s t e r i l i z a t i o n i s b e s t known among t h e o l d e r age c o h o r t s . 
K n o w l e d g e o f c o n t r a c e p t i v e m e t h o d s i s w i d e s p r e a d b u t t h e d e p t h o f t h i s know-
l e d g e h a s n o t been w e l l a s s e s s e d . H o w e v e r , t h e r e i s l i t t l e d o u b t t h a t much i s s t i l l 
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unknown t o t h e women i n r e s p e c t o f t h e d i f f e r e n t c o n t r a c e p t i v e m e t h o d s . I n d e p t h 
k n o w l e d g e o f t h e a v a i l a b l e c o n t r a c e p t i v e methods w i l l a s s i s t t h e women i n mak ing 
i n f o r m e d d e c i s i o n s and c h o i c e s . T h i s i s l i k e l y t o i n c r e a s e s a t i s f a c t i o n w i t h t h e 
c h o s e n method and p o s s i b l e r e d u c e method d r o p o u t . . D i s s a t i s f a c t i o n w i t h a c o n t r a c e p -
t i v e method h e i g h t e n s n o t o n l y t h e l i k e l i h o o d o f d r o p p i n g o u t f r o m t h a t method b u t 
a l s o t h e p o s s i b i l i t y o f d r o p p i n g o u t f r o m c o n t r a c e p t i v e p r a c t i c e . Programmes a imed 
a t p r o v i d i n g i n f o r m a t i o n on c o n t r a c e p t i v e methods c o u l d a l s o h a v e p a y o f f s i n t e r m s 
o f m o t i v a t i n g g r e a t e r r e s p o n s e t o t h e f a m i l y p l a n n i n g programme. 
6 . 1 2 CONCLUSIONS 
D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a a r e w e l l on t h e way i n t h e d e m o g r a p h i c t r a n s i t i o n 
p r o c e s s . C u r r e n t l y D o m i n i c a i s a h e a d o f S t . L u c i a . D o m i n i c a h a s a s m a l l e r p o p u l a -
t i o n t h a n S t . L u c i a . D o m i n i c a ' s b i r t h r a t e i s l o w e r t h a n t h a t o f S t . L u c i a , 
D o m i n i c a a l s o seems t o have l o w e r d e a t h and i n f a n t m o r t a l i t y r a t e s . S t . L u c i a ' s 
p o p u l a t i o n i s i n c r e a s i n g f a s t e r t h a n t h a t o f D o m i n i c a . B o t h s o c i e t i e s h a v e 
e x p e r i e n c e d s i g n i f i c a n t n e t m i g r a t i o n l o s s e s . The n e t m i g r a t i o n l o s s e s h a v e h e l d 
down t h e r a t e o f g r o w t h and unemployment and h a v e l i k e l y d e p r e s s e d t h e c r u d e b i r t h 
r a t e s as w e l l . 
The economic s i t u a t i o n s i n t h e s e two c o u n t r i e s , a s i s t h e c a s e w i t h most 
d e v e l o p i n g c o u n t r i e s , a r e q u i t e c o n s t r a i n e d . Unemployment i s h i g h , g r o w t h i s 
s l u g g i s h and t h e s t a n d a r d o f l i v i n g i s l o w . The q u a l i t y o f l i f e h a s n o t been m a k i n g 
t h e d e s i r e d and p l a n n e d f o r g a i n s . The s l o w i n g r a t e o f p o p u l a t i o n g r o w t h h a s 
a s s i s t e d t h e f o r w a r d d r i v e f o r e c o n o m i c w e l l b e i n g o r a t l e a s t i t has h e l p e d t o 
p r e v e n t i t f r o m g o i n g t o o r a p i d l y i n t o d e c l i n e . Assuming D o m i n i c a ' s b e t t e r demo-
g r a p h i c s i t u a t i o n i s r e a l , we can e x p e c t i t t o g a i n e c o n o m i c a l l y on S t . L u c i a i n 
s p i t e o f S t . L u c i a ' s a p p a r e n t b e t t e r economic p r o s p e c t s . 
The S t . L u c i a n d e m o g r a p h i c s i t u a t i o n c a l l s f o r renewed e f f o r t s a imed a t 
r e d u c i n g i n f a n t and g e n e r a l m o r t a l i t y , f e r t i l i t y and t h e r a t e o f n a t u r a l i n c r e a s e . 
I n D o m i n i c a ' s c a s e we c a n n o t a n t i c i p a t e any f u r t h e r m o r t a l i t y r e d u c t i o n o r i n c r e a s e 
i n t h e n e a r f u t u r e . These l e v e l s a r e as low as we e x p e c t them t o be and t h e age 
s t r u c t u r e i s n o t c o n d u c i v e t o f u r t h e r d e c l i n e s i n t h e n e a r f u t u r e . However , f e r t i l -
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i t y h a s t h e c a p a c i t y f o r f u r t h e r d e c l i n e s . F u r t h e r f e r t i l i t y d e c l i n e s down t o a b o u t 
1 5 p e r t h o u s a n d i n t h e c r u d e b i r t h r a t e w o u l d r e d u c e t h e r a t e o f n a t u r a l i n c r e a s e t o 
a b o u t one p e r c e n t and w i t h some n e t m i g r a t i o n l o s s e s w o u l d g i v e r i s e t o a l o w e r r a t e 
o f g r o w t h . M o r e o v e r , w i t h D o m i n i c a ' s a g e c o m p o s i t i o n i t i s p o s s i b l e f o r f e r t i l i t y 
t o i n c r e a s e e v e n t h o u g h i n d i v i d u a l f a m i l y s i z e may c o n t i n u e i t s d e c l i n e . T h e r e f o r e , 
D o m i n i c a must b e v i g i l a n t a n d r e n e w i t s e f f o r t s i n t h e d i r e c t i o n o f a c h i e v i n g 
c o n t i n u e d f e r t i l i t y d e c l i n e s i f a n u p t u r n I s t o be a v o i d e d . 
P o p u l a t i o n g r o w t h r a t e s o f l e s s t h a n o r e v e n e q u a l t o one p e r c e n t p e r y e a r c a n 
b e a f a c t o r i n p r o m o t i n g e c o n o m i c g r o w t h and w e l l b e i n g . T h i s , h o w e v e r , w i l l n o t b e 
a c h i e v e d i n t h e n e a r f u t u r e w i t h o u t e x p e n d i t u r e s o f t i m e a n d money oil p rogrammes 
a i m e d a t d e m o g r a p h i c , e c o n o m i c , and s o c i a l c h a n g e s . The f a m i l y p l a n n i n g programmes 
i n D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a seem t o h a v e a c h i e v e d a m e a s u r e o f s u c c e s s . R e v i t a l i z a -
t i o n o f t h e s e programmes w o u l d l i k e l y h a v e p a y o f f s f o r t h e e c o n o m i c and s o c i a l 
d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e c o u n t r i e s . The programmes a r e l i k e l y t o h a v e l o w c o s t / b e n e f i t 
r a t i o s . Much c a n be g a i n e d f o r s m a l l amounts o f e x p e n d i t u r e . Any programme t h a t 
l e a d s t o i m p r o v e m e n t s i n t h e s t a n d a r d o f l i v i n g w i l l a f f e c t f e r t i l i t y a t l e a s t 
i n d i r e c t l y . T h e s e p rogrammes may p r o v i d e o p p o r t u n i t i e s and m o t i v a t i o n f o r s o c i a l 
m o b i l i t y and a d e s i r e f o r r e d u c e d c h i l d b e a r i n g . The e x p a n d i n g o f e d u c a t i o n a l 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s a s w e l l a s e m p l o y m e n t f o r women w i l l d e p r e s s f e r t i l i t y . I m p r o v i n g t h e 
s t a t u s o f women w i l l a l s o n e g a t i v e l y i m p a c t on f e r t i l i t y . I m p r o v e m e n t s i n t h e 
q u a l i t y o f l i f e w i l l i n t h e i n t e r m e d i a t e and l o n g r u n i m p a c t n e g a t i v e l y on f e r t i l -
i t y . H o w e v e r , t h i s i s b e c o m i n g i n c r e a s i n g l y d i f f i c u l t t o a c h i e v e . On t h e o t h e r 
hand i n v e s t m e n t s i n f a m i l y p l a n n i n g programmes seem t o h a v e more i m m e d i a t e e f f e c t s . 
The c h o i c e i s n o t o n e o f i n v e s t m e n t s i n d e v e l o p m e n t v s f a m i l y p l a n n i n g . B o t h a r e 
d e s i r a b l e , c o m p l e m e n t a r y and p o s s i b l e and s h o u l d be p u r s u e d . B o t h a r e b e i n g p u r s u e d 
i n D o m i n i c a a n d S t . L u c i a , b u t m o r e a t t e n t i o n c o u l d be g i v e n t o t h e f a m i l y p l a n n i n g 
e f f o r t . I t seems t o be a w i s e c o u r s e o f a c t i o n t o t a k e . 
T a k i n g d e m o g r a p h i c f a c t o r s i n t o c o n s i d e r a t i o n i n s o c i o - e c o n o m i c p l a n n i n g m a k e s 
good s e n s e . T h i s h o w e v e r , s h o u l d be c o n d i t i o n e d upon t h e a v a i l a b i l i t y o f r e l i a b l e 
and v a l i d d e m o g r a p h i c d a t a a n d m e a s u r e s . T h i s s t u d y has l e d t o t h e c o n c l u s i o n t h a t 
d e m o g r a p h i c d a t a f o r D o m i n i c a a r e l a c k i n g i n many r e s p e c t s . S t . L u c i a ' s d a t a 
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a v a i l a b i l i t y i s b e t t e r , b u t t h e r e a r e u n a n s w e r e d q u e s t i o n s w i t h r e s p e c t t o r e l i a b i l -
i t y and v a l i d i t y . An e v a l u a t i o n o f t h e v i t a l r e g i s t r a t i o n s y s t e m s i n t h e two 
c o u n t r i e s i s c a l l e d f o r a t t h i s t i m e . The g r e a t e r c o v e r a g e o f d e m o g r a p h i c d a t a and 
t i m e l y p u b l i c a t i o n o f t h e m a r e w a r r a n t e d i n t h e c a s e o f D o m i n i c a b u t e v e n i n S t . 
L u c i a ' s c a s e a l s o . B e t t e r and m o r e i n f o r m a t i v e m i g r a t i o n f i g u r e s a r e r e q u i r e d . I n 
s p i t e o f t h e a v a i l a b i l i t y o f c e n s u s d a t a and t h e r e c e n t CPS s t u d i e s , a p r o p e r demo-
g r a p h i c s u r v e y o f t h e WFS t y p e , b u t i n c l u d i n g m o r t a l i t y and m i g r a t i o n , i s w a r r a n t e d 
f o r e a c h c o u n t r y . A good and t h o r o u g h e v a l u a t i o n o f t h e c e n s u s c o v e r a g e and d a t a 
s h o u l d be u n d e r t a k e n . One s h o u l d h a v e c o n f i d e n c e i n o n e ' s d a t a e s p e c i a l l y when t h e y 
a r e b e i n g used a s i n p u t s t o t h e p l a n n i n g p r o c e s s . A t p r e s e n t i t i s my e v a l u a t i o n 
t h a t s u c h c o n f i d e n c e d o e s n o t e x i s t w i t h r e s p e c t t o d e m o g r a p h i c d a t a and i f i t d o e s 
e x i s t , i t i s u n w a r r a n t e d . 
W i t h g r e a t p a t i e n c e , l o t s o f t i m e , and some s k i l l , i t i s p o s s i b l e t o a s s e s s t h e 
d e m o g r a p h i c s i t u a t i o n o f t h e m i c r o s t a t e s and L D C ' s i n t h e C a r i b b e a n . H o w e v e r , t h e 
a v a i l a b l e d a t a a r e i n s u f f i c i e n t f o r a t h o r o u g h a n d c o m p r e h e n s i v e s t u d y . T h e r e a r e 
g r e a t v a r i a t i o n s f r o m c o u n t r y t o c o u n t r y i n d a t a a v a i l a b i l i t y and q u a l i t y . What h a s 
b e e n a c c o m p l i s h e d i n t h i s s t u d y o f D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a s h o u l d be more o r l e s s 
p o s s i b l e f o r any o f t h e l e s s d e v e l o p e d c o u n t r i e s o f t h e C a r i b b e a n . However i t i s 
i m p o s s i b l e t o do a c o m p l e t e a n a l y s i s i n t h e p r e s e n t c o n t e x t d u e t o d a t a u n a v a i l a b i l -
i t y a s w e l l a s p o o r q u a l i t y . 
R e s e a r c h i s c a l l e d f o r i n o r d e r t o e x p l a i n D o m i n i c a ' s p r e s e n t d e m o g r a p h i c 
s i t u a t i o n r e l a t i v e t o t h a t o f S t . L u c i a . A s t u d y o f t h i s k i n d c o u l d be more e x t e n -
s i v e by i n c l u d i n g o t h e r c o u n t r i e s a t d i f f e r e n t l e v e l s o f d e v e l o p m e n t . B a r b a d o s 
d e m o g r a p h i c r a t e s a r e t h e l o w e s t o f t h e E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g C a r i b b e a n c o u n t r i e s and i t 
h a s t h e b e s t q u a l i t y o f l i f e . S t . L u c i a ' s f e r t i l i t y i s t h e h i g h e s t b u t i t i s l i k e l y 
n o t t h e w o r s t o f f e c o n o m i c a l l y . A g r e a t d e a l c o u l d be l e a r n e d a b o u t t h e d y n a m i c s o f 
t h e i n t e r d e p e n d e n c i e s b e t w e e n d e m o g r a p h i c and s o c i o - e c o n o m i c v a r i a b l e s w i t h i n t h e s e 
C a r i b b e a n s o c i e t i e s . They a r e s m a l l enough t o make i t p o s s i b l e and t h e i r d i v e r s i t y 
c o u l d p r o v i d e t h e a p p r o p r i a t e c o n d i t i o n s . 
T h e p r o b l e m s o f p o p u l a t i o n i n D o m i n i c a and S t . L u c i a a r e o n e s r e l a t e d t o t h e 
p h y s i c a l d i s t r i b u t i o n o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n ( m a i n l y a l o n g t h e c o a s t s ) ; t h e a g e 
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c o m p o s i t i o n ( a young p o p u l a t i o n w i t h g r e a t p o t e n t i a l f o r p r e s e n t and f u t u r e g r o w t h ) ; 
a l a r g e and g r o w i n g l a b o u r f o r c e and a s t a b l e o r c o n t r a c t i n g j o b m a r k e t ; t o o r a p i d a 
g r o w t h i n t h e p o p u l a t i o n r e l a t i v e t o g r o w t h i n , o r c a p a c i t y f o r g r o w t h i n , t h e 
e c o n o m y ; s l o w i n g down o f e m i g r a t i o n a n d h e n c e r e m o v a l o f a p a s t s a f e t y v a l v e ; t o o 
h i g h f e r t i l i t y l e v e l s ( m o r e so i n S t . L u c i a t h a n D o m i n i c a ) ; t o o h i g h a n i n f a n t 
m o r t a l i t y r a t e and a c r u d e d e a t h r a t e i n S t . L u c i a ; t o o h i g h a t e e n a g e f e r t i l i t y ; 
and t o o many women o f h i g h p a r i t i e s ( t o o many b i r t h s o f h i g h o r d e r s ) . 
S o l u t i o n t o t h e s e p r o b l e m s w i l l r e q u i r e i m a g i n a t i v e p l a n n i n g and u t i l i z a t i o n o f 
a v a i l a b l e r e s o u r c e s . I n a p p r o p r i a t e m o d e l s o f d e v e l o p m e n t c o u l d f u r t h e r a g g r a v a t e 
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